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“Part 1: Don’t You Care?” 
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INTRODUCTION 

 (SHOW SLIDE 01) Today I want to begin a new series that I am calling “Through the 
Storm.”  We often use the image of a storm to describe difficult times in life.  This makes 
me think of a time when I was quite young and our family was camping on Shuswap 
Lake.  (SHOW SLIDE 02) We took our canoe out to Copper Island, which is about 2km 
offshore.  While we were hiking on the Island we saw one of those big Okanagan 
thunderstorms moving in.  My parents wisely decided it was time to head back, but the 
storm was moving faster than they thought. 

o The sky turned black.  We started paddling, but the wind picked up and the 
waves were getting far too big for a canoe.  My parents tried to reassure us, but 
it was one of those moments you can tell they are concerned but are putting on 
a brave face.  I remember seeing waves breaking over the front of the canoe, 
being afraid the whole thing was going to tip over, and we would all die.  

 Thankfully we did it make it back to shore that day, but we all can relate to that image of 
a storm coming into our life.   

o Our lives are like little boats out on the water.  Sometimes we can see the storm 
coming.  Other times it suddenly breaks upon us.   

 When we find ourselves in the middle of a storm, our most common response is to say, 
“I wish this storm would go away.”  But usually the storm does not go away.  It may 
even get worse.   

o And so we may try to go around the storm.  We try doing things to get out of it 
and into calmer waters.  But again, most of the time, even the wisest of plans 
cannot help us to go around the storm.    

 It is a hard fact of life that we cannot avoid the storm, we cannot go 
around the storm, and we cannot wish the storm away.  The hard reality 
is that, most of the time, we simply must go through the storm.   

 In this new series I want to look at numerous kinds of storms we 
face in life and the different ways that God enables us to get 
through the storm.  

 Before we get into this, I need to make a quick aside to give credit where credit is due.  
One of the most beneficial things I have done in life is to take one famous Christian 
author and read as many of their books as I can for a year or two.  I read other things, 
but I focus on one author.  For instance, in my early 20’s I read Martyn-Lloyd Jones for a 
few years, then CS Lewis for a few years. I have spent a year with Charles Spurgeon and 
two years reading the 4 volume works of John Newton, who wrote “Amazing Grace.”   

o Most recently, I spent a year reading every book that a man named James 
Stewart wrote.  James Stewart was a Scottish pastor and teacher at the 
University of Edinburgh.  He died in 1990.   
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 I benefited so much from reading his many books that I wanted you to 
benefit as well.  So I’ve made a few sermon series from now to the end of 
summer.  While I made up the series and the sermons are my own, the 
sermons have been influenced to greater or lesser degrees by him.  I’ll 
give him full credit now, so I don’t have to keep repeating it week after 
week. 

 Alright, now that I’ve introduced the series as a whole, let’s begin the series by looking 
at one of the Bible’s most famous storm stories, which is in Mark 4.  

 
EXPECT THE STORMS 

 The first thing this passage teaches us is that we should (SHOW SLIDE 03) expect the 
storms. 

o This was no ordinary storm and these were no ordinary men.  Look at verses 37-
38 (SHOW SLIDE 04) “And a great windstorm arose, and the waves were 
breaking into the boat, so that the boat was already filling. . . . And they . . . 
said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?”   

 These are not white collared urban men who sip lattes and type on 
laptops.  These are rugged and seasoned fisherman; hardened sailors.  
They’ve sailed these waters since they were boys and seen many storms.  
But this isn’t just any storm.  It’s so bad they’re afraid they will die.   

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 05) With that said, I want you to notice something that perhaps you 
have never noticed before in this familiar passage.  Notice that it is while they were 
obeying Jesus’ command, that the storm came upon them.   

o Look at verses 35-36: (SHOW SLIDE 06) 35 On that day, when evening had come, 
he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” 36 And leaving the crowd, 
they took him with them in the boat. 

 Notice it was Jesus who said they should take the boat across the Sea of 
Galilee.  It was in obedience to Jesus’ words that they got on the boat.  It 
was while they were faithfully following Jesus that the storm came upon 
them. 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 07) This storm was not happening because of their disobedience.  
This is the opposite of the storm that came upon Jonah.  Jonah disobeyed God and got 
on board a ship to avoid doing what God commanded him to do.  And so Jonah 1:4 says, 
(SHOW SLIDE 08) “But the LORD hurled a great wind upon the sea, and there was a 
mighty tempest on the sea, so that the ship threatened to break up.” 

o We can understand these kinds of storms.  We reap what we sow.  God sent the 
storm in Jonah’s to wake him up.  So too, we can understand how some storms 
come into our lives because we have sinned.  Like Jonah we need a wake-up call.   

 But that is not what is going on here with the disciples.  It was while they 
were following Jesus and obeying him that the storm broke upon them. 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 09) This is so helpful because it teaches us that we should expect 
storms in our lives even when we are faithfully following Jesus.  Becoming a Christian 
does not mean life will be smooth sailing. 
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o We must walk the path Jesus walked.  Jesus suffered first and then he entered 
into glory.  It is the cross and then it is the crown.  It is the storm and then the 
crackling fire in the cabin. 

 James Stewart puts it so well. (SHOW SLIDE 10) “Jesus never said — ‘Sail 
with Me, and I’ll guarantee you smooth seas all your way.’  He said, — 
‘Sail with Me, and through the stormiest sea I’ll get you to your desired 
haven.”1 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 11) We must get our expectations right.  Even when we are 
faithfully following Jesus, we should expect storms to come into our lives.  

o So, if the storms are going to happen and we must go through them, then how 
do we do this? 

 
WAKE UP JESUS 

 Well, if the first thing this passage teaches us is to expect the storm, the second thing it 
teaches us is to (SHOW SLIDE 12) Wake up Jesus 

o Look at verse 37-38.  (SHOW SLIDE 13) 37 And a great windstorm arose, and the 
waves were breaking into the boat, so that the boat was already filling. 38 But 
he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion. And they woke him. 

 There is Jesus, sleeping in the stern – the back of the boat.  Here we see a wonderful 
picture of our Saviour.  Here we see how the eternal Son of God truly did take on the 
fullness of a human nature.  Jesus is so exhausted from serving others that he sleeps in 
the middle of a storm. 

o Yet, his sleep is also a sign of his total trust in His heavenly Father.  He knew that 
his life was in his Father’s hands and had total trust.  Oh that we might learn 
from him in this. 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 14) But then look at the disciples.  Many of these men are expert 
sailors and yet they are terrified.   

o You can see them grab the side of the boat as another giant wave breaks over 
the boat.  They turn their faces away from the spray and look down only to see 
Jesus asleep.  Asleep!  He was the one that said to get in the boat.  And now he is 
asleep? He was the one who got them into this, so he needs to get them out of 
this. 

 You can imagine just then another giant wave slammed into the boat.  
Peter uses all his strength to keep the rudder straight.  He looks at John 
and says something like, “Don’t just stand there man!  Do something!  
Wake up Jesus!” 

 Ah this is the key to all of life.  There is so much in life that, like a storm, is just too 
powerful for us.  Do you ever just get overwhelmed?  I sure do!  What can be done 
about the fact that we are becoming more and more polarized over political views and 
over how the government has handled COVID?  What can be done when year after year 
our culture moves further from God?  The recent MAID legislation has thrown open the 
doors on euthanasia.  Our children are being taught that there are many genders.  We 

                                                      
1 James Stewart, Walking with God (Vancouver: Regent College Publishing, 1996), 120. 
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abandoned God’s views on marriage decades ago.  What can be done when as a nation 
we abort around 90,000 of our precious children every year? 

o And then I get overwhelmed by how the storm has come upon the Canadian 
Church.  We now have churches that deny the Bible is the Word of God, who 
teach that hell is not real, that everyone will be saved in the end, that same sex 
relationships and marriage is pleasing to God as long as they are committed, and 
that the resurrection of Jesus was not an actual event but a metaphor about new 
beginnings.  The Church is in the middle of a storm.  

 And then I get overwhelmed how many people are hurting and how to 
help them.  How do we care for people who are going through the pain of 
divorce, grieving over lost loved ones, struggling with loneliness and 
mental health, enslaved to addictions? 

o Do you ever just get totally overwhelmed?  What can be done when the wind is 
so strong, when the waves are so big, and the storm is so powerful? 

 About 550 years ago there was an Italian preacher named Giromala Savonarola (jee-ruh-
laa-mow Sa-vaa-nr-ow-luh).  He was preaching in a great Cathedral in Florence.  The 
Church of his day was very corrupt and had abandoned so much of the truth.  He said, 
“The light of faith is being extinguished, the soul of the Church is perishing. The 
billows of unbelief are going over her.  The waves of trouble are swamping her. . . . 
What are we to do?  What can we do?”   

o And then with a great shout that startled everyone in the Cathedral and sparked 
the Reformation, he called out, “Wake Christ!  Wake Christ!” 

 We must come to the point where we see that Christ is our only hope.  We must see it 
in our personal lives.  We must see him as the only true hope of our nation.   

o When we see our desperate need then we will call on him to act.  Wake up 
Jesus!  Call on him in prayer.  When we get to this point we will discover that he 
has not really been sleeping but has been watchful the entire time.  Whenever 
you feel overwhelmed by the storm call on the only one who can truly help. 

 
ASK THE QUESTION 

 Expect the storms.  Wake up Jesus.  And then in the third place (SHOW SLIDE 15) Ask 
the question. 

o Look at verse 39 (SHOW SLIDE 16) And they woke him and said to him, 
“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 

 In one sense, this question reveals how small our faith is, how wrongly we think, and 
how much we need to learn about who Jesus is.  In one sense, it is a terrible question, 
because it questions his character.  

o But it is a plain fact that the disciples asked the question, and we ask the 
question many times in our life. 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 17) When a great storm comes into our lives we quickly turn our 
faces to heaven and say, “God, don’t you care?  Is it nothing to you that we are 
perishing?  Why don’t you do something?”   

 We ask the question when someone we love suddenly dies and we are left alone?   
o Jesus, do you not care that we are perishing? 
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 We ask it when we hear about a child suffering from some horrible disease.   
o Jesus, do you not care that this child is perishing? 

 We ask it when mental health troubles plague our lives, making it hard to get out of bed 
in the morning, and making it difficult to hold down a job.  

o Jesus, do you not care that we are perishing? 
 We ask it when we have struggled against a certain sin in our lives for many years and 

yet the struggle does not end.   
o Jesus, do you not care that I am perishing? 

 When we look at all the evil and suffering in the world we do our best to make sense of 
it.  We listen to preachers and theologians who try help us make some sense of it all, to 
try and help us process it, but there are times when it is all just too much.  The atrocities 
are too evil.  The suffering is too great. 

o Jesus, do you not care that we are perishing? 
 What waves are filling the boat of your life so that you are casting your 

eyes to heaven and saying, “Jesus, I have been following you as faithfully 
as I can, but things are really rough right now.  Do you not care that we 
are perishing?” 

 
USE YOUR FAITH 

 Expect the storms.  Wake up Jesus.  Ask the question. And now in the fourth place, 
(SHOW SLIDE 18) Look who’s in the boat. 

o The disciples have disturbed Jesus’ much needed sleep and asked a question that 
calls his very character into question.  But as Jesus sits up he turns and asks them 
a question.  Look at verse 40.  (SHOW SLIDE 19) He said to them, “Why are you 
so afraid? Have you still no faith?” 

 What Jesus is saying is, “Look who’s in the boat with you!  You saw me 
command evil spirits to leave a man.  You saw me heal Simon’s mother-
in-law of a fever through one touch.  You saw the paralyzed man 
lowered through the roof.  You saw my power to forgive his sins and 
command him to walk.  Why are you so afraid?  Look who’s in the boat 
with you!” 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 20) There is a story about a Roman warship that got caught in a 
terrible storm, but no one in the ship was scared.  “Sail on!” they cried, “This ship can’t 
sink because it carries Caesar himself.”  That is naïve superstition, but in the case of 
Jesus it is not.   

o Faith means to trust.  It is means trusting that if Jesus is the one who led us into 
the storm, and if Jesus is on the boat with us, then we can trust him even when 
we fear that we are perishing.   

 He may appear to be sleeping but in reality, he is the captain of our boat. 
 You see it is right here that we get one of the great Christian answers to all the evil and 

suffering in the world.  The answer is not a logical explanation for why life is so hard.  
Rather, it is the presence of Christ in the boat with us. 
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o It is one thing to ask, “Why?  Why am in this storm?  Why is all of humanity 
stuck on the same boat of suffering together?” but it is a whole other to say, 
“Jesus is in the boat with us.”  We ask why and the Bible answers with who. 

 Here is one of the great Christian answers to all the evil and suffering of this world: God 
himself, in the person of His Son, has entered into the storm with us. 

o No other god in history does this.  Allah in Islam does not do this.  The ancient 
gods did not do this.  In a famous Greek legend Prometheus is chained to a rock 
in the mountains.  He cried out and the answer came.  But the answer said, 
“Expect no answer to your anguish, unless one of the gods themselves be 
willing to go down for you into dark Hades and through the gloomy depths of 
hell.” 

 But no god in history has done this.  No God has that kind of love for 
humanity.  Ah but, the one true God has done this.  God put on human 
flesh and dwelled among us.  He knows what it means to suffer.  He 
knows pain and sorrow.  He was crucified and descended into the grave 
itself. 

 We all know that the best type of comforter is someone who has been through the 
same thing as we have.  They can relate.  They get it. 

o The message of Christianity is that there is one who gets it; who can relate. 
 What you and I need is not an explanation about why something is happening.  What we 

need is a presence.  And this is what Christ is.  He is in the boat with you.  He is in the 
storm with you.   That changes everything. 

o So faith is saying, “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death I will fear no evil, for you are with me.”   

 
TRUST THE LORD OF THE STORM 

 Expect the storms.  Wake up Jesus.  Ask the question.  Look who’s in the boat.  And now 
finally (SHOW SLIDE 21) Trust the Lord of the storm 

o Look at verses 39-41. (SHOW SLIDE 22) 39 And he awoke and rebuked the wind 
and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there was a 
great calm. 40 He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?” 
41 And they were filled with great fear and said to one another, “Who then is 
this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?” 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 23) Who is the one who is in the boat with you?  He is the one who 
can command nature and it obeys.  The wind and waves obeyed because they 
recognized the voice of their Creator.   

o 15 Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by 
him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created 
through him and for him. 

 This is the one in the boat of your life with you.  This is the one who sails through the 
storm with you. 

o When you see who he is then the words “Peace! Be still!” are not just said to the 
winds and waves.  They are said to your own heart. 
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 He may not calm the storm in your life, but listen: he is the Lord of the 
storm and he is with you.  And if you belong to him, then the great 
promise of the Bible is that day is coming when Jesus will return.  And on 
that day Jesus will stand before the vast and mighty storm of this world 
with its vicious winds of war, violence, and poverty; he will stand before 
the pounding waves of mental health struggles, grief, and physical pain; 
on that day Jesus will stand in the middle of the hurricane of all evil and 
suffering and he will say, “Peace!  Be still!” 

 And when he utters those words, everything will hear his voice and obey. The raging 
ocean of life will turn to glass and we will sail to the land he has promised to give us. 

o On that day we will look back and be astonished that we ever doubted his care 
for us. 

 It was for us that he is the one who gave up the glory of heaven to 
become a man.   

 It was for us that he entered into all the pain and suffering of this world.   
 It was for us that on the cross he became sin and endured the judgement 

we deserve.   

 Not care that we are perishing?  Jesus voluntarily perished in 
order that a “whoever who believes in him will not perish but 
have eternal life” (Jn 3:16). 

 Are you in a storm?  Then look who’s in the boat with you.  He is the Lord of the storm. 
 
 
 


