
ST. DAVID’S UNITED CHURCH
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 2020

Growing and Deepening our Spiritual Lives in an Affirming and 
Inclusive Community 

ADVENT SERIES 
‘I Believe Even When…..” 

“Raise your voice… do not be afraid.” — The Messenger 

Advent 3 
"I Believe in God:  Ode to Joy” 

WE GATHER 
Prelude 

Welcome 

Crossing the Threshold 
Soloist (Ruth Cross) 

I believe in God, I believe in God  
even when, even when, God is silent. 

I believe in God, I believe in God  
even when, even when, God is silent. 

Lay Leader  
Leader:  Advent -- waiting for the light to brighten  

the dimly lit areas of life 
All: Waiting for the light to brighten  

the dimly lit areas of life 
The loneliness of fear 

The loneliness of fear 
The invisibility of the next step 



The invisibility of the next step 
The yearning for the presence of joy. 

The yearning for the presence of joy. 

You are invited to light your Advent Candle of Joy during the prayer, 
at the same time as we light the candle. 

Prayer of Opening 
Lay Leader: 
Holy One, 

we thank you for the glimpses we catch 
of your gift of divine joy 

that runs deep and wide underneath all of life. 
Even in the midst of fear, 
of challenge, of struggle– 

even when we are not sure of your presence, 
ignite the flame of joy within us, (candle is lit) 

People: … that we might glow with its brilliance  
from the inside out. 

[Congregation joins soloist in unison] 
I believe in God,  
I believe in God,  

even when… even when… God is silent. 

Lay Leader:  Holy One, may the light of this Candle of Joy 
Help us face the silence of unknowing 

and embrace it as the pregnant pause before 
joyful new beginnings. 

Amen. 

Opening Hymn 
Joy to the World   vs. 1 & 2   VU #59 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King! 

Let every heart prepare him room, 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns: 
Let all their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks hills and plains 
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Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy 
repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 

Passing the Peace 

WE PROCLAIM 

Our Time to Shine 

Song: “This Little Light of Mine” 
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine, x3 

let it shine, let it shine, oh let it shine. 

Hide it under a bushel? No!,  I'm gonna let it shine x3 
Let it shine, all the time, let it shine. 

All around the neighbourhood, I’m gonna let it shine, x3 
Let it shine, let it shine, all the time. 

Prophetic Reading from Isaiah 
Isaiah 57: 14-15, 17-19 

The Witness of Music 

Video Song – Brittany Rose 
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 

Gospel Reading 
Verses from Luke 1: 46-55 

Mary’s Magnificat 

Sung Response to Readings 
Joy Comes with the Dawn      VU #166 

Chorus 
Joy come with the dawn; joy comes with the morning sun; 

Joy springs from the womb and scatters the night with her song, 
Joy comes with the dawn. 

Sorrows rise up 
Sorrows sit deep in our midst 

Fears and doubts how they persist. 
Joy comes with the dawn; joy comes with the morning sun; 
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Joy springs from the womb and scatters the night with her song, 
Joy comes with the dawn. 

Sorrow will turn, 
Sorrow will turn into song, 

And God’s loving makes us strong. 
Joy come with the dawn; joy comes with the morning sun; 

Joy springs from the womb and scatters the night with her song, 
Joy comes with the dawn. 

Reflection  
‘An Ode to Joy’ 

Sung Response to the Reflection 
Joy Comes with the Dawn     VU #166 

Chorus 
Joy come with the dawn; joy comes with the morning sun; 

Joy springs from the womb and scatters the night with her song, 
Joy comes with the dawn. 

We will rejoice, 
we will rejoice, and give praise, 
to the One who brings us grace. 

Joy come with the dawn; joy comes with the morning sun; 
Joy springs from the womb and scatters the night with her song, 

Joy comes with the dawn. 

WE RESPOND 
Litany of Belief 

Minister: I believe that we have sometimes been silent in the face of 
injustice AND 

People: I believe that we are capable of raising our voices and 
insisting on goodness for all. 

I believe that we have been afraid of feeling deeply, making our joy 
small AND 

I believe that deep joy can always be present, even in hard 
times. 

I believe that sometimes we wonder if we can make a difference AND 
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I believe that small acts of kindness bring joy and help to make a 
real difference.  

We believe, even when we are discouraged. 
We believe, that when we are discouraged, 

raising our voices in kindness and for justice will offer us joy! 

Prayers in the Stillness 
I invite you to get in a comfortable position of rest.  

I invite you to get as quiet and still as you can.  
I invite you to a deep breath and a deep listening posture–perhaps 

eyes closed or fixed on a candle–as we prepare for a time of prayer. 

“Stillness” Song 
The gentle pull of God 

is often lost amidst the rush 
of all the obligations which lay a claim on us. 

Yet just beyond the frantic pace 
our restless feet have trod 

lie deep still pools of quietness– 
the dwelling place of God. 

Meet me in the stillness, Lord 
Be the air I breathe 

Meet me in the stillness, Lord 
Free me to receive 

O take me to that secret place 
where lost in wonder and in awe, 
the moment comes and I rejoice 

to be and be with God. 

Meet me in the stillness, Lord 
Be the air I breathe 

Meet me in the stillness, Lord 
Free me to receive 

Prayers of the People 
Sung Coda: Meet me in the stillness, Lord 

Free me to receive, to receive. 

Offering  
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Thank you for your continued financial support to St. David’s. 

Announcements 

Opportunities to “Fill Hearts” with Joy 
(Giving Tree) 

Deadline date for Stoney Mission is December 14 
Deadline date for Made by Momma is December 18 

WE GO FORTH 

Carol of Resistance 
Ode to Joy (Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee) 

(Alternative translation from original German by Billy Bragg, 
a call to “furnish every heart with joy and banish hatred for good.”) 

“See now like a Phoenix rising 
from the rubble of the war 
hope of ages manifested 

peace and freedom evermore. 
Brothers, sisters stand together, 
raise your voices now as one. 

Though by history divided, 
reconciled in unison. 

Throw off now the chains of ancient 
bitterness and enmity. 

And in hand let’s walk together 
on the path of liberty. 

Hark…a new dawn is breaking; 
raise your voices now as one. 

Though by history divided, 
reconciled in unison. 

What’s to be then all my brothers, 
sisters; what is in your hearts? 

Tell me now the hopes you harbour, 
What’s the task and where to start. 
… Those speak ten million voices; 

every word is understood. 
Furnish every heart with joy 

and banish all hatred for good.” 
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Benediction 
We wait for justice 

but we do not wait to work for change; 
We wait for restored health 

but we do not wait to work to heal; 
We wait for wholeness 

but we do not wait to work at binding brokenness; 
We wait for peace 

but we do not wait to work to eliminate hatred. 

And so, my friends, like bells ringing out the good news 
that God is ever present with us, Emmanuel. 

may you be blessed with messages of joy 
that reverberate deep in your soul. 

Go into your lives humming the tunes  
that keep love alive in you 

and 
spur you on in your work of justice and reconciliation 

to bring joy to the world. 
Raise your voices and repeat after me…  

“do not be afraid!” 
“do not be afraid!” 
We will not be afraid. 

We will not be afraid.” 
“God is every present with us!” 

“God is ever present with us!” 
Amen! 

CLOSING BLESSING      VU #964 
Go now with joy, go now with joy, 

May God’s grace and peace surround us  
everywhere, everywhere, we may go. 

Postlude 

Worship Notes 
Worship series design © Worship Design Studio by Marcia McFee. 

Used, adapted, and live streamed with permission.  
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