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Trinity News

Trinity Care Programs

As Christians, it is our duty and calling by the Holy Spirit to love and care for our fellow congregants.  
Trinity now has three programs in place to meet this commitment.  Two of these programs are focused 
on our local congregation only, as follows:  

• The Pew Pals Program.  This program was originally based on where you sat in the sanctuary 
and a Pew Pals Contact List and a Circle Leader was developed for each area. This program 
was modified during the pandemic to include telephone or email contact. The future program 
is not based on where you sit in the sanctuary but rather on a Pew Pals Contact List. 
Telephone numbers and email addresses will remain private unless you agree to share your 
information. Your Pew Pals Circle Leader will seek permission to share emails within your 
Circle as we did in the past. The Pew Pals Coordinator is Marg Holroyd and she can be 
reached at 705-445-6227 if you wish to check if you are on the Pew Pals Contact List, add 
your name or volunteer as a Circle Leader. 

• The Friendly Visitors Program. This program is designed to periodically visit congregants 
who are in poor health or socially isolated. In the past, we have also planned Special 
Communion Services. These congregants are included on the Friendly Visitors Contact List. 
During the pandemic, this program was also modified to include telephone and email contact. 
Telephone numbers and email addresses will only be shared with the Friendly Visitors team.  
The Friendly Visitor Coordinator is Janie Jardine. You may contact her at 705-444-0478 to 
check if you are on the Friendly Visitors Contact List, to suggest a name to add to the list or 
volunteer as a Friendly Visitor.

We have now added an additional program to keep in touch with our extended non-local on-line 
congregation. Such a program will enhance our spiritual outreach ministry and could bring additional 
recognition and other tangible benefits to Trinity. Doug Harrison is currently the temporary On-Line 
Congregation Liaison Member but we are looking for a new person to fill this role. This is a unique 
opportunity to develop a brand-new Trinity program. Please let Doug know if you are interested. He 
can be reached by email at wdougharrison@gmail.com or 705-718-3883. 

The aim of these three programs is to ensure all (100%) of members, adherents and others who are 
part of the local and extended Trinity congregation are made to feel welcome, loved and cared for as 
participants in our Christian life.  It is suggested that every person associated with Trinity be included 
on the appropriate contact list; Pew Pals, Friendly Visitors or the new On-Line Congregation List.

None of these contact lists will be published. It is only the specific Coordinator (Pew Pals, Friendly 
Visitors or On-Line Congregation Liaison) who hold the program list. Other than the specific 
Coordinator, the contact lists will remain private and unpublished.

Doug Harrison
Chair, Spiritual Committee
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Trinity Musings #52
Rev Brian Goodings trinityminister@bmts.com 
Serving Trinity United Church: Collingwood  
Our cat, Morgan, whose best friend in the world is our dog, is also friends with a mole that lives in a den 
under our garden. Over the last couple of weeks I’ve seen them sitting beside each other a few times. 
The first time I thought the mole was a goner but it ran right under Morgan’s body, without suffering any 
tragic consequences. The cat just jumped a foot and then sat back down to watch. Running at and under the 
cat appeared to be a game the mole was playing.   
Given Morgan’s rather long and chequered history with other rodents and small birds, that mole is one 
brave little dude.  
This mole looks a lot like every other mole I’ve ever seen, but apparently there is something about him that 
appeals to Morgan. And the opposite seems to be true too.    
We’ve taken to calling the mole “Harrison” (no relation to Jimmy but there are some behavioural 
similarities).  
On Saturday, Morgan carried Harrison around a hundred feet from his hole and put him down on the lawn. 
Harrison, unharmed in transit, didn’t appear to be the least bit worried about the trip (or us).  He spent the 
next twenty minutes, or so, munching on fresh clover and exploring the lawn.   
Morgan followed him and checked in with him often, but did not interfere with his journey or try to pick 
him up again. Harrison and Morgan actually touched noses a number of times during the long adventure. 
Eventually, Harrison went back down his hole and Morgan carried on about her day. 
Andrea has turned the rest of our garden with a shovel but she left the area around mole’s home intact. I’m 
not much of a fan of rodents but Harrison has become a family friend!
I know there are lots of stories about unlikely neighbours enjoying each other’s company. I believe, there is 
an innate capacity for kindness, friendship and play in all-living things. Humans aren’t the only beings who 
rejoice in being alive.  
When I used to kayak on the standing waves in the Saint John River (in the section known as the reversing 
falls), seals would sometimes join me and we’d surf side by side for minutes at a time. There was no 
purpose to either of us doing it except it was fun. They were much better at catching and holding that 
“sweet place” on a wave than me and when I’d lose my paddle-rudder and fall off, I swear I saw them grin.     
I watch squirrels, the same ones I curse for raiding my bird feeders, “playing” on our neighbour’s 
hammock. One will be on top and the other on the bottom and they get it rocking side to side as they race 
around chasing each other. It looks like good fun and I can’t help but smiling when I see them. I still call 
them “rats with good PR” but since I started paying attention to them, I have also gained a deeper 
appreciation for them as creatures with a sense of humour.     
When I lived in St. Catharines, our neighbour’s cat was good friends with a skunk that lived under their 
front porch. On many nights, the cat and skunk would playfully chase each other around the yard. When 
they ran out of breath, they rested beside each other on the lawn.
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There are zillions of stories like this…polar bears playing with huskies…ravens rolling down snow covered 
slopes…otters sliding down river banks…lab rats that are ticklish and laugh…you probably have lots of 
stories too. Youtube is full of images like these and so is Facebook. It’s no wonder they are shared so often 
because they bring so much joy.     
I know there is much to worry about during this pandemic and it is literally life and death for some…but it 
sure would be nice to hear some good stories or see someone smile during a news conference, at least now 
and then. 
Maybe Doug Ford or Justin Trudeau could start wearing T-shirts with clever sayings on them? Like “You’re 
On Mute!” or “Maybe This Is All Happening Because I Didn’t Forward That email To 10 People?” or 
“After This Covid-Time Is Starting To Sound Like…When the Leafs Win The Cup”. 
Dr. Bonnie Henry knows how to dress in a pleasant way, while sharing tough news, and she often says… “Be 
kind. Be calm. Be safe.” 
What she doesn’t say with words, she says with her funky clothes and demeanour… “Be hopeful, happy and 
smile”.     
There is playfulness and joy that we can miss if we don’t open our eyes to the extraordinary gift that life 
itself really is.  
If moles can get along with cats, I can imagine a day when I quit disliking Bruin fans so much. They could 
help by ditching all the T-shirts that read “It was 4 to 1…” It would be a start.    

Trinity Finances

Your Donations to Trinity mean a great deal…..
A big thank you to all who are continuing their regular givings to help keep our church building, 
our staff, our programs all functioning and effective during this pandemic.  Lights, heat, repairs and 
upkeep of our premises remain necessary even though we are unable to actually be here in person 
ourselves. 
(Did you know that our insurance costs are over ten thousand dollars a year.....our fees to Western 
Ontario Waterways Region are over ten thousand a year ?)  
Thanks also to those who have included Christmas and Easter special donations.   Thanks to those 
who have taken up online  giving with E-transfers and PAR.   For those who prefer to give via 
envelopes, just ask if you would like some more envelopes with your number on them.   (will 
deliver!)
We all appreciate the dedication of Lori, Mike, Brian, Whitey, and Paul in bringing our services 
into our homes.  There are so many more who continue to contribute and be the voice of Trinity to 
us and to our community.  A huge thank you to everyone from the board!



First Quarter Treasurer’s Report - Jennifer Young

Total Income $55, 894

Total Expense $63,025

Net Income -$7,131

Mission & Service $2420

Note: Pandemic has meant no fundraising in the first quarter. 

First Quarter Trustee’s Report - Barry Rice

Total Income $25,780

Total Expense $6,000

Net Income $19,780

Food Pantry
Our popular food pantry is well funded at 
this time so the board asks us to hold off 
monetary donations to it until further 
notice. Instead, direct those funds to any 
account you may specify. Funds not 
specified go to the general account. 



Clothing Donations
Lighter clothing now welcome in clean and in good condition.

During the pandemic, Mike and Cathy are setting up a rack of items for folks to claim on 
Community Dinner Night.
If you have items to donate, please phone the church office to arrange drop-off time (705 
445-3901) or call Mike on his cell at 705 344-5757.

Search Team For New Minister By Zoom & YouTube

        Committee

Ray Piercy 705 445-4740 

John Brown 705 446-0767 

Jane Earthy 705 888-2207

Sue Edmunds 705 444-5688

David Fletcher 705 443-8324

Mary Ellen McNaught 705 443-8304

Dawn Myers 705 444-3126

Rev. Brian’s retirement date is June 27. 

Our information is now on the Church Hub so the search 
for a new minister now involves the team reviewing and 
contacting potential candidates. 
Do you know a minister from your previous experience 
who might be a good candidate? Let us know! If you 
have any questions or suggestions for the committee, 
please do not hesitate to give one of us a call.

 Community Dinner Pick-Up & Delivery
April 21,  4:30 - 6 p.m.

Delivery option will continue in April. All you need to do is email office@collingwoodunitedchurch.ca or phone 
the church office at 705 445-3901 to be on the list. Make sure you tell us your address and how many there are in 
the house. Also, if you are able to deliver meals, please contact the office at 705 445-3901. Thanks from Barb 
Sneyd.
With no sign-up sheets in the Banquet Hall, we have had to adjust to our “take-out dinners” and purchasing all of 
our ingredients and packaging. However, the congregation has really stepped up and accelerated their givings to 
support the ongoing Community Dinner Program.
There have also been a large number of community sponsors who have come on board as our program has moved 
from 80 dinners in the spring to 100 dinners in the summer and fall and to the 120 dinners (and growing) this 
winter. 
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Throughout the pandemic Trinity’s bells continue 
to be rung on Sunday mornings thanks to Beth 
Theis. On Thursday March 11, Mike rang our 
bells at 11:35 a.m. for three minutes to mark one 
year since the pandemic was declared.

If anyone knows of someone who would appreciate 

receiving a shawl please contact Brian, the church 

office, anyone on the Spiritual Committee or anyone 

involved with the Shawl Ministry. If anyone would like 

yarn and instructions to knit/crochet a shawl please 

contact Mary Elizabeth Piercy, Beth Theis or Barbara 

Downey.  All contacts can be reached through the 

church office 705-445-390.

Thinking about Broadview?

This award winning magazine covers life from a faith perspective and 

the United Church specifically through its ‘In Focus’ section. The 

special church group rate is $25 for eight issues.  Renewals are due 

and new subscriptions welcome.  Please make your cheque payable to 

“Broadview” and place in an envelope then deliver to the church 

office or drop in the mailbox near the door facing north on Maple St.  

Cash is also accepted. Be sure to include your mailing address.  

Deadline – May 31. For more information contact the church office 

705-445-3901 or Mary Elizabeth Piercy 705-445-4740.



Prayer Chain Ministry

Trinity has a Prayer Chain ministry, a group of people who include in their regular prayers anyone on our “Special 
Prayers List”. 

The List is shared with members of the Spiritual Committee, and often also shared in our worship service. In the 
worship service only first names are read out.

Details shared with the Prayer Chain and Spiritual Committee can be 
Name, or first name only, or you can request prayers without a name (listed as “Anonymous”) 
Details (such as a named injury, illness, bereavement or other difficulty), 
or 
prayers can be requested without details, 
or with a general statement like “health issue”.

To request prayers for yourself or someone else, please get in touch with our
Prayer Chain contact: 

Ramona Van Slyke
 705-445-3702
sewjoyce@hotmail.com

Saturday May 15 to Friday June 4, 2021

Stroll for Your Soul  offers 21 days of accompaniment through a brief email delivered early each 
morning to your inbox. Each email will offer a practice, or a reflection, or a poem, or a photograph 
giving direction and encouragement to your time spent walking or jogging or biking or even skate 
boarding.

It takes 21 days to create a habit. Use these daily emails as motivation to get outside. They will help 
you notice the green and growing glories of Spring. If you are a regular walker, they offer practice at 
paying attention and being in the present moment. Weave silence and mindful reflection into whatever 
minutes you have to give to yourself. Deepen your awareness of seeing the Divine in the ordinary and 
practice being in the present moment with these daily emails.

Stroll for Your Soul is written and hosted by United Church minister Rev. Janice MacLean.  It is part 
the materials she offers on https://prayerbench.ca/about/ to help seek the sacred in the ordinary.  It is a 
daily practice that Mary Elizabeth has enjoyed participating in for the last few years and thought others 
might appreciate also. 

If you would like more information or to sign up to participate, please contact
maryelizabethpiercy@gmail.com or 705-445-4740 (please note there is no cost)
 

https://prayerbench.ca/about/
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Spiritual Committee thanks Heather Ferguson for looking after our scripture readers for several years 
but Heather has served notice she is ready to pass the torch. If you can help, please let me know at 
johnbrown5@rogers.com or 705 446-0767. If you think you might be able to help but want more 
details, then give me a call. If you just want to chat, that’s fine too. 

Spiritual welcomes Marg Holroyd who will be our Pew Pals Coordinator and Linda Murphy as 
Spiritual Outreach Coordinator. Also, our new secretary is Joan Rainbird-Sharp. Welcome to all our 
new members and thanks to Beth Theis for filling the important role of secretary prior to Joan.

Spiritual Committee

Doug Harrison - Chair
John Brown

Su Cook 
Barbara Downie

Rev. Brian Goodings
Marg Holroyd
Janie Jardine 

Linda Murphy
Mary Elizabeth Piercy 

Joan Rainbird-Sharp - Secretary
Ramona van Slyke  

Need assistance registering for your vaccination 
for Covid-19 or transportation to the vaccination 
centre?
Contact Marg Holroyd at 705 445-6227. 
Registration assistance is also available through 
the office. Call Lori at 705 445-3901. Some have 
been successful booking through MPP Jim 
Wilson’s office at  705 446-1090.

Are You A Birder?

If so, enjoy this site:


https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/bird_songs_interactive/index.html 
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Jason’s Last Service

This Sunday will be the 57th consecutive Sunday that we have not had a worship service we could attend in 
person.  At times, the board would set a date for our return only to have a postponement. Then we stopped setting 
dates. Now, with today’s news, the idea of predicting a return date would be a fantasy. 

We thank Jason Whyte, Rev. Brian, Paul Sloan and special guests for bringing us together on YouTube. I can 
honestly say I have never attended church for so many consecutive Sundays - a personal record.  This Sunday’s 
service will be Jason’s last, we think. 

A new era begins Sunday April 25 when our service will be televised live using our own new equipment. Tim 
Cook, Steve Czerny and Danielle York will be trained on the new system on Tuesday evening. There is room for 
one more person at the training session. Contact the office if interested at 705 445-3901. Stay tuned for more 
information.

Jason Whyte



Next deadline for Trinity News 
is May 12. Send items to 
johnbrown5@rogers.com  

Trinity United Church: Collingwood  
Minister: Rev. Dr. Brian Goodings trinityminister@bmts.com 

Cell Phone: 705 441-0561 

Hospital Visitor: B J Hunter 705 444-7295 

Ministry of Music: Paul Sloan, 705 730-3121 (cell) 

Sunday School:  

Handbell Director: Maryellen Burgess, 705 443-1422 (cell) 

UCW President: Joy Barr, 705 445-0726 

Custodian: Michael White 1 705 344-5757 

Office Assistant: Lori Forsythe 705 445-3901 

Church Office: office@collingwoodunitedchurch.ca  
Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday, 8:30 am-1:30 pm 

140 Maple Street, Collingwood, ON   L9Y 2P8 
Tel: 705 445-3901 

 Website: www.collingwoodunitedchurch.ca 

Trinity News: johnbrown5@rogers.com  

OurThanks To Trinity News Sponsors
Collingwood Toyota
collingwoodtoyota.ca

Fawcett Funeral Homes
fawcettfuneralhomes.com

Greenland Int’l Consulting Engineers
grnland.com

McDougall Memorial Church - Bow Valley Trail Morley, Alberta
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