
1-2 Kings                                                                            Study Notes 
Lesson 13 - 1 Kings 21:1-22:53


Introduction

In this study we discover some very important lessons concerning greed and wickedness as 
well as judgment and mercy. From the account of Naboth’s vineyard to the death of Ahab we 
get  glimpses of both the darkness of our sinful hearts and the awesome justice and mercy of a 
holy God.  As you do the study pay special attention to how God works specifically in the are 
of mercy. 


Study Questions

1. In 21:1-16, Ahab and Jezebel conspire against Naboth to seize his vineyard. What does this 

episode reveal about the character of Ahab? Of Jezebel? Does this sound strikingly similar 
to another treacherous deed in the Old Testament?


2. In what ways did Ahab “sell” himself to do evil in the eyes of the Lord (21:20)?


3. In what ways is Elijah’s pronouncement in 21:17-29 a just response to Ahab’s treachery? 
What do these verses teach us about the relation between God’s justice and mercy?


4. In 21:25-26, notice the further condemnation of Ahab given by the author of 1 Kings. What 
explanation would you give for the surprising mercy God showed to Ahab in 21:27-29?


5. Allegorically, how is Naboth’s story in 1 Kings 21 like the story of Jesus?


6. God relents of some of his wrath when Ahab repents (21:27-29). What does this teach us 
about God’s character?


7. How would you describe the power of the story (in chapter 22) of the prophet Micaiah and 
his encounter with the two kings? What is it that makes the story so gripping?


8. How do (good) Jehoshaphat and (evil) Ahab respond differently to the prospect of battle 
and Micaiah’s prophecy throughout 22:1-28? What does the treatment of Micaiah as the 
sole prophet of the Lord reveal about the spiritual state of Ahab, and of Israel under his 
reign?




9. How do the details of Ahab’s death in 22:29-40 reflect God’s sovereignty and his 
commitment to fulfill the word given to Micaiah?


Gospel Glimpses  1

Judgement and Mercy. A recurring theme throughout these chapters is God’s unwavering 
commitment to establish justice and to punish evil. On several occasions the equitable nature 
of Justice is emphasized. Thus one prophet informs Ahab, “Your life shall be for his life” (1 
Kings 20:42); another promises, “In the place where dogs licked up the blood of Naboth shall 
dogs lick your own blood” (21:19). At the same time, even wicked Ahab can receive mercy 
when he humbles himself before the Lord (21:27-29). The cross of Jesus Christ represents the 
ultimate expression of both God’s judgment and mercy, for at the cross God took the judgment 
of his people on himself in the person of Christ. It was “his life for our life,” fulfilling God’s 
commitment to justice while allowing for his free and inexhaustible expression of mercy toward 
all who humble themselves before it.


Personal Reflection

When you look at the life of Ahab (and others) in these chapters, do you see anything of 
yourself? How does this make you feel? Do you ever fear God’s judgment?


In Ephesians 2:4,5 Paul states that, “But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in 
mercy, made us alive with Christ”. What is it about God’s mercy that you find so satisfying?


Read all of Ephesians 2:1-10 and note the various expressions of God’s love, mercy and 
grace. What does this add to our understanding of his character?


Take some time as a group to share your thoughts and together pray that you might not only 
know his mercy but live by it as well.
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