
April 18, 2021 

Third Sunday of Easter 

9:30 AM 

 

WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE  Easter Prelude on “Victory” – arr. Eliot 

 
The Many Moods of Easter, compiled by Geoffrey R. Lorenz, Lorenz Publishing Company, All Rights Reserved     

OneLicense.net #A-709256, Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

When Thomas touched the wounds 

and set himself free, 

it was Easter day 

 

When Peter’s three “yes’s” to Jesus 

finished his three denials, 

it was Easter day 

 

When Mary, ready to embalm the dead, 

ran in fear from the empty tomb, 

it was Easter day 

 

When the disciples looked from afar 

at a breakfast of fish on the beach,, 

it was Easter day 

 

When Emmaus became synonymous with welcome 

and the breaking of bread with strangers 

it was Easter day 

 

When Paul was blinded by the light 

and recognized the voice niggling in his head, 

it was Easter day 

 

When the hungry are fed at the table 

the same table as the rich, 

it is Easter day 

 

When weapons are beaten to ploughshares 

and peace is a word to be shouted, 

it is Easter day 

 

When the stranger is welcomed in community 

and the lonely are restored to relationship, 

it is Easter day. 

 

On this Easter day, let us worship God, the risen Christ and the Spirit that surrounds us always. 

 



OPENING HYMN  ELW 366  The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done 

  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

The strife is o'er, the battle done;  

now is the victor's triumph won! 

Now be the song of praise begun. Alleluia! 

 

The three sad days have quickly sped, 

Christ rises glorious from the dead. 

All glory to our risen head! Alleluia! 

 

Lord, by the stripes that wounded you, 

from death's sting free your servants too, 

that we may live and sing to you. Alleluia! 

 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Text: Symphonia Sirenum, Köln, 1695; tr. Francis Pott, Public Domain 

 

GREETING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

SONG OF PRAISE  Crown Him King of Kings  

 

Crown Him King of  kings, 

crown Him  Lord of  lords, 

Wonderful Counselor, 

The Mighty God; 

Emmanuel, 

God is with us, 

and He shall reign, 

He shall reign, 

He shall reign forevermore. 

 
CCLI Song # 206009, Sharon Damazio,© 1991 Integrity's Hosanna! Music                                                                                                                    

(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C Cook)                                                                                                                             

CCLI License # 1490857, Podcasted/Streamed with permission under CCLI Streaming License CSPL176799 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill us 

with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

 



FIRST READING: 1 John 3:1-7 

God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the full details 

of our future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to take away 

our sins. 

 
1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what 

we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are 

God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when 

he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in 

him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

  4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he 

was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no 

one who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. 

Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  ELW 388 Be Not Afraid                                                                                         

Meghan Carlin will sing the first time, the congregation is then invited to sing along at home on 

the second and third time.   

 

Be not afraid, sing out for joy! 

Christ is risen, alleluia! 

Be not afraid, sing out for joy! 

Christ is risen, alleluia! 

 
Text: Matthew 28:5; Taizé Community, Text © 1998 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent.  

7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358  
Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 24:36b-48 

In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the disciples to 

understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and sends them on a 

mission to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness. 

 
36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37They were 

startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you 

frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is 

I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I 

have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy 

they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to 

eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence. 

  44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—

that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 

fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, 

“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and 

that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 

from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.” 

 



This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON 

 

NICENE CREED 

Together with Christians across the world, gathered in different ways, but still connected as the 

body of Christ, we are bold to proclaim our faith. 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING           Jesus, Lord to Me – Nelson and McSpadden 

                                                Bruce Aldinger, baritone 

 

 



This arrangement © 1987, River Oaks Music Co./Yellow House Music; Enter In, 101 Solos and Duets, Compiled by Ken Bible 

Copyright 1987 by Lillenas Publishing Co., Kansas City, MO, 64141; All Rights Reserved. OneLicense.net #A-709256, 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

PRAYERS 

O God…have mercy on us. 

Hear us when we call. 
 

Receive these prayers into your heart of mercy for the sake of the holy and righteous one, Jesus 

Christ, our wondrous Redeemer. 

Amen. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 

to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN  ELW 376  Thine Is the Glory  

 

Thine is the glory, 

risen, conqu'ring Son; 

endless is the vict'ry 

thou o'er death hast won! 

Angels in bright raiment 

rolled the stone away, 

kept the folded grave-clothes 

where thy body lay. 

 

Thine is the glory, 

risen, conqu'ring Son; 

endless is the vict'ry 

thou o'er death hast won! 

 

Lo, Jesus meets thee, 

risen from the tomb! 

Lovingly he greets thee, 

scatters fear and gloom; 



let his church with gladness 

hymns of triumph sing, 

for the Lord now liveth; 

death hath lost its sting!   

 

Thine is the glory, 

risen, conqu'ring Son; 

endless is the vict'ry 

thou o'er death hast won! 

 
Text: Edmond Budry, 1854-1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939, Public Domain 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE  Christ Hath Burst His Prison! – arr. Martin  

 

The Many Moods of Easter, compiled by Geoffrey R. Lorenz, Lorenz Publishing Company, All Rights Reserved                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

OneLicense.net #A-709256, Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256  

 

 
The liturgy for today’s worship service was reprinted by permission from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright 2021 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #45176. The hymns and songs unless otherwise noted, are covered 

under copyright licenses; CCLI 1490857, OneLicense.net A-709256, or are Public Domain. Copyright 2021   

Call to Worship written by Roddy Hamilton, and posted on Mucky 

Paws. http://www.nkchurch.org.uk/index.php/mucky-paws 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Attendance 
4/11/2021 – Zoom - 46 households 

Giving Amounts  Total received 
between  

3/14-4/3/2021 

Amount Needed 
between  

3/14-4/3/2021 

General Fund $11,456.00 $16,825 

Building Fund $480.50   
Weekly average is based on the 2021 budget. A weekly building fund amount needed is no longer 
reported as the building fund has been used for the mortgage, which has been paid off.  All other building 
expenses are included in General Fund budget and giving.  The above numbers include electronic giving. 
Mint duty is being done every other week for the time being. 

  

Capital Campaign Activity Update 

Capital Campaign Contributions Pledged $ 260,000.00 

Capital Campaign Contributions received between  
3/14/4/3/2021 

$172.50 

Capital Campaign Contributions received to date $ 249,844.65 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S LOVE 

http://www.nkchurch.org.uk/index.php/mucky-paws


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YPO Spring Flower Sale!  It's not too early to start dreaming about spring...and flowers! 

The YPO will be hosting their Mother's Day weekend Flower Sale. All proceeds will go to 

support the youth adults traveling to Minneapolis in July 2022 for the National Youth Gathering. 

 

Flower Sale orders are due by Sunday, April 18 - flower will be available for pick up at St. 

John's on Saturday, May 8 from 9-11 AM. 

 

Order forms can be found on the website or by contacting the church office. 

Thank you for supporting the youth as they participate in this life-changing experience. 

 

 

 

Pub Theology will meet Tuesday, April 20th at 7:30pm via zoom.   

Grab a beverage, zoom onto your computer and join the conversation. 
 

 

The Suite Brass Ensemble On Easter Sunday, the music at St. John’s was truly festive!  For 

many years, the Suite Brass Ensemble has provided music for this celebratory service. 

Money is not budgeted for the brass ensemble.  The Worship and Music Committee invites you 

to contribute towards the cost for the Suite Brass Ensemble so we are able to continue to 

celebrate Easter Sunday with joyous music.  If you have questions please contact Janet Aldinger 

for details (jeald@yahoo.com).   If you are writing a check, please make it payable to “St. John’s 

Church” and indicate it is for the Worship Musician Fund or Suite Brass.   Thank you! 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar 

Mon, Apr 19th  7:30pm   Worship & Music Cmte Meeting (zoom) 

Tues, Apr 20th  7:30pm   Pub Theology (zoom)  

Sun, Apr 25th  9:30am    4th Sunday of Easter Worship (zoom) 

   

 

 

 

 

Please continue to keep the following people connected to our congregation in 

your prayers: 

Alex Kunkel, Bob Moran, Betsy Rodger, Robin Seasock, Paige Seasock, Peyton Seasock, 

Nancy Terpoilli, Brian Allebach, Glen Van Dyke, Charles Krupp, Jean Leister, Kenny Nace, 

Tom Ciesielka, Abigail and Eric Hails, Sonny Carson, Frank Puskoskie, Ann Brown Hager, 

Alyssa Gegan, David Mounts, Ann Lewis, Carolyn Iris, Melissa Snyder, Sandy Umstead, 

Theresa Hasson, Renaud Fix, Joseph and Lisa Yost, Theresa Gross, Lynda Lysoby, David 

and Linda Kratzer, Leah Crater and Leanne Kratzer. 



Book Club will meet Thursday, April 29th at 7:30pm via zoom.  

This month the book is The Four Winds, by the bestselling author, Kristin Hannah.  

 

 

Devotion books available – The April-May-June devotional books, Christ in our Home, are now 

available.  Please contact Vikki in the office (stj.stown@verizon.net or 215-234-4888) to have 

one mailed to you (large print is also available) or pick one up Saturday, May 1st, between 9 and 

11am during the Open Link Food Collection time. 

 

Meal Train for Brian & Jennifer Allebach 

As you may be aware, Brian Allebach, former chancel choir director at St. John's, was diagnosed 

with ALS in 2019. As the disease progresses and life changes for the Allebachs each week, we 

are hoping to support them in whatever ways we can. 

A meal train, to provide a meal on Saturdays, has been started. To access the meal train sign-up, 

see what dates are available and find out all the pertinent information, see the weekly email or 

contact the church office. 

Brian also loves to receive cards - so feel free to drop one in the mail to their home address, 

which is:  

Brian Allebach 

1096 Soffa Road 

East Greenville, PA 18041 

Thank you for your tender care for this family at this challenging time - and watch for new ways 

to be present with and for them in the months to come. 

 

 

Blood Drive There is a Red Cross blood drive scheduled at St. John’s for Friday, May 14th from 

2pm – 7pm.  Sign up at redcrossblood.org. 

 

 

Heavenly Helpers will once again have their monthly summer hoagie sales from May until 

September.   

This is very exciting for all of us.  Number one because so many people have enjoyed these 

hoagies through the years and number two, it helps the mission team continue to serve those who 

need the help.  Our hope is to return to doing trips in October.   If you have any questions about 

the hoagies or our trips, please contact Elaine  

The first sale will be Thursday, May 20.  Orders must be in by May 13.  Since we are in the 

midst of virtual  church services, please contact Elaine Keller by phone (215.262.5366) or email 

elaineakeller@comcast.net. before May 13.  

 

mailto:stj.stown@verizon.net
mailto:elaineakeller@comcast.net

