
Revelation - Week 18 - April 14 
Revelation 21:1-22:5 
“The New Heavens and Earth”  

Intro  

- welcome back to our Wednesday studies in the book of Revelation 

- We are in chapter 21 tonight! Can you believe we have slugged through 

20 chapters of Revelation! 

- I have really enjoyed going through this book together, trying to clear up 

some of the confusion and fear around the “end times” 

- Revelation is a book about the future but it is a book about the present 

as well - Jesus is pulling back the curtain for John to see what is going 
on behind the scenes 


- And so we’ve seen one of the themes of the book of Revelation is a call 
to remain faithful until the end. This book is a book on discipleship - 
how do disciples of Jesus make it to the end? How do we remain 
faithful under pressure? 


- Last week we looked at the end of chapter 20 - the judgment before the 
great white throne 


- So if you remember we saw the dead, great and small - books were 
opened and the dead were judged on what they had done 


- AND the Lamb’s book of life was opened - and if anyone’s name was 
not found written in the book of life = lake of fire 


- So we talked about how what we do in this life matters! 


- tonight we are going to look at chapter 21, all the way to verse 5 of 
chapter 22. This section is all about the new heavens and new earth 


- What will it look like, after Jesus returns, after judgment happens, what 
does eternity look like with Jesus? So this chapter answers that for us a 
little bit 


- So this deals with our future - what is coming - and our picture of the 
future automatically shapes the way we live in the present - so it is 
super applicable


Read Revelation 21:1-22:5  

- ok so this whole section is split into a few different parts: 

- Verses 1-8 = a description of the salvation blessings of the faithful 

- Verses 9-14 = appearance of the city 




- Verses 15-17 = measurements of the city 

- Verses 18-21 = material of the city (what is it made of?) 

- Verses 22-27 = internal features of the city 

- 22:1-5 = symbols of the presence of God in the city 


Verses 1-8  

- So John says in verse 1 he sees a new heaven and a new earth, 
because the 1st heaven and the 1st earth had passed away and the sea 
was no more


- Now to be sure, when John says a new heavens and a new earth that 
doesn’t mean that God just blows up the first ones...and starts over 
from scratch. The biblical narrative is a renewal of the cosmos 


- Even the word new is “Kainos” in Greek and it indicates a newness in 
quality or essence 

- Meaning there is this transformation in the fundamental physical 

structure of creation (remember, all of creation was affected by the 
curse of sin) 


Romans 8:19-22 - “For the creation waits with eager longing for the 
revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not 
willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation 
itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom 
of the glory of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation 
has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now.” 


- so creation is longing for that day when Jesus returns and the curse is 
removed 


- So the heavens and the earth will be renewed - through fire for sure - 
but not destroyed and made new from nothing 


- However, it is amazing that the biblical narrative comes full circle: 


Genesis 1:1 - “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” 

Revelation 21:1 - “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth...” 


“The biblical story began, quite logically, with a beginning. Now it draws to 
an end, not quite so logically, also with a beginning. The sin-ruined 
creation of Genesis is restored in the sacrifice-renewed creation of 
Revelation. The product of these beginning and ending acts of creation are 
the same: ‘the heavens and earth’ in Genesis, and ‘a new heaven and a 



new earth’ in Revelation. The story that has creation for its first word, has 
creation for its last word.” - Eugene Peterson 


- now John also says the sea is no more 

- The sea represents the forces of chaos 


- Psalm 93:3 - “The floods have lifted up, O Lord, the floods have lifted 
up their voice; the floods have lifted up their roaring.”


- the sea represents the origins of cosmic evil - we saw that in Revelation 
13:1 (the beast comes out of the sea) 


- The sea represents unbelieving, rebellious nations: 

Isaiah 57:20 - “But the wicked are like the tossing sea; for it cannot be 
quiet, and its waters toss up mire and dirt.” 


- even in the book of Revelation already we’ve seen images of a sea that 
is calm and still like crystal: Revelation 4:6, 15:2


- so its not as if John is saying that in the new heavens and earth there 
are no bodies of water - but its symbolic that all the forces of chaos and 
evil and gone 


- Verse 2 John sees a holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 


- so its fascinating because all the 1st hearers of this letter lived in cities - 
Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea 


- Babylon, the city, represented as the mother of harlots, casting a spell 
over other cities 


- Cities often in the bible are full of arrogance and violence 

- Cain builds a city after he kills Abel 

- Humanity builds the tower and city of Babel to defy God and make a 

name for themselves 

- And now at the end, you have a city, new Jerusalem coming down out 

of heaven 

- So the new heavens and new earth is not a return to the garden of 

Eden....it is a city with gardens which we will see 

- This holy city - even Hebrews tells us Abraham longed for this city: 

Hebrews 11:8-10 -“By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go 
out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And we went out, 
not knowing where he was going. By faith he went to live in the land of 
promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs 
with him of the same promise. For he was looking forward to the city that 
has foundations, whose designer and builder is God.” 




- this city comes down out of heaven - meaning it is a gift of grace from 
God. 


- verse 3 says a loud voice from heaven says: “Behold the dwelling place 
of God is with man - he will dwell with them and they will be his people 
and God himself with be with them as their God


- Verse 4 - wipes away every tear, death shall be no more, No mourning, 
no crying, no pain, for the former things have passed away 


- So amazing! God says he will dwell with man. And this alludes to a 
couple of places in the OT: 


Ezekiel 43:7 - “Son of man, this is the place of my throne and the place of 
the soles of my feet, where I will dwell in the midst of the people of Israel 
forever.”


Ezekiel 37:27 - “My dwelling place shall be with them, and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people.” 


- think about no tears, no death, no mourning, no crying, no pain 

- We have all been touched by these things - and in the new heaven and 

new earth there is none of it 


Isaiah 65:20 - “No more shall there be in it an infant who lives but a few 
days, or an old man who does not fill out his days, for the young man shall 
died a hundred years old, and the sinner a hundred years old shall be 
accursed.” 


- that is Isaiah trying to express how unbelievable this will be. He isn’t 
saying there will be death...he is saying try and imagine a place where 
even if you died at a hundred, you’d be considered a young man 


- verse 4 also alludes back to Isaiah: 


Isaiah 25:8 - “He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord God will wipe 
away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away 
from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken.” 


Isaiah 35:10 - “And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to 
Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall 
obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” 




- so basically it is a picture of none of the evil and threats of the old world 
hindering the saints from enjoying the presence of God 


- For the former things have passed away: 


Isaiah 43:18-19 - “Remember not the former things, nor consider the 
things of old. Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you 
not perceive it?” 


Isaiah 65:17 - “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the 
former things shall not be remembered or come into mind.” 


- verses 5-6 - God says he is making all things new/his words are 
trustworthy and true. It is done! He is the Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and end 


- Basically how do we know this will actually happen. Because the Alpha 
and the Omega, the faithful and true has said it will happen. 


- and he says the one who is thirsty will get the spring of the water of life 
without payment, the one who conquers will have this heritage 


- God will be his God and we will be his children 

- It is another call to remain faithful under pressure - this is what is 

coming to those who remain faithful

- It is motivation to persevere through hardship to inherit the fullness of 

God’s blessings 


- then God says in verse 8 who will not be there - he is reiterating who is 
in the lake of fire: cowardly, faithless, detestable, murderers, sexually 
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, liars 


- There portion, there reward, there inheritance is the lake of fire - the 
second death 


- No character traits or behaviours that are inconsistent with God’s 
kingdom will be there 


- And I think the list starts with cowards and ends with liars NOT to say if 
you’ve ever showed cowardice or ever lied you wont make it - it is 
speaking to the actual life situation of John’s contemporaries 


- All they had to do was confess Caesar is Lord and they wouldn’t be 
persecuted - and if they gave us it was cowardly and they were lying 


- The cowardly and the liars won’t be there because they’ve turned their 
backs on Jesus 




Verses 9-14 - the appearance of the city  

- so now, in verses 9-27 it is describing this holy city, the new Jerusalem 

- And verses 9-14 gives us a description of the appearance of the city 

- We are told that an angel, one of the 7th who held one of the 7 last 

bowls...spoke to John and said “Come I will show you the bride, the 
wife of the Lamb” 


- And then in verse 10 John is carried away and he is shown the holy city, 
Jerusalem coming down out of heaven 


- We have see this hear, and then see pattern before 

- Revelation 5 - john hears lion of Judah, and sees the Lamb who was 

slain 

- Revelation 7 - john hears the 144,000 and sees a great multitude no one 

could number 

- So now John hears the bride, the wife of the lambs, and John sees a 

city 

- And the description of the city is amazing: 


- Having the glory of God 

- Like a rare jewel, like jasper, clear as crystal 

- Great high wall with 12 gates, 12 angels at the gates 

- On the gates the names of the 12 tribes of Israel 

- Wall of the city had 12 foundations - 12 names of the apostles of the 

Lamb 


So here we have this symbol, the vision, of the people of God throughout 
history - 12 tribes of Israel, 12 apostles 

- and we’ve seen this before, the 24 thrones around the throne of God 

- So one of the things I want to remind you of is that eternity, our 

existence in the new heavens and new earth is physical - there are walls 
and gates, jewels, we read later on about trees and rivers 


“The Bible always places men and women on a redeemed earth, not in a 
heavenly realm removed from earthly existence.” - George Eldon Ladd 


- our hope is not to be freed from physical-ness but to be freed from sin 
and death that causes decay 




Verses 15-17 - Measurement of the City  

- so then in verses 15-17, we read about the measurements of this city 
coming down from heaven. 


- An angel has a measuring rod of Gold to measure the city 

- We’re told in verse 16 - the length, the width and the height are equal - 

12,000 stadia each 




- so it’s a perfect cube pictured here 

- Now, remember, the numbers in the book of Revelation are symbols, not 

statistics - i know in my ESV notes, it says 12,000 stadia is roughly 
1,380 miles - we aren’t being told literal measurements 


- The cube shape of the new Jerusalem is significant because the Holy of 
Holies in the OT was a perfect cube: 


1 Kings 6:20 - “The inner sanctuary was twenty cubits long, twenty cubits 
wide, and twenty cubits high, and he overlaid it with pure gold.” 


- the Holy of Holies, the inner sanctuary was where the presence of God 
was - now the whole city is being presented as the holy of Holies 




- 12x12x12 = perfectly fulfills all the promises of God 

- 12x10x10x10 = a really big city - big enough for all the people of God 


- the wall is 144 cubits in length = 12x12 - the people of God 

- So you have this beautiful picture of God dwelling with his people, the 

angel says this is the bride of the Lamb and john sees a city 

- And the measurements are all numeration of 12 = 12 tribes of Israel, 12 

apostles = all of God’s people throughout history 


Verses 18-21 - What is the city made of? 


- so then verses 18-21 talk about what the city is made out of

- Wall is built of jasper, the city is pure gold - clear as glass 

- The foundations are adorned with every kind of jewel 

- Then we have a list of 12 jewels: Jasper, sapphire, agate, emerald, onyx, 

carnelian, chrysolite, beryl, topaz, chrysoprase, jacinth, amethyst 

- These 12 stones are based on the 12 stones in the high priests breast 

piece of judgment: 


Exodus 28:16-20 - “It shall be squared and doubled, a span its length and 
a span its breadth. You shall set in it four rows of stones. A row of sardius, 
topaz, and carbuncle shall be the first row; and the second row an 
emerald, a sapphire, and a diamond; and the third row a jacinth, an agate, 
and an amethyst; and the fourth row a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper. They 
shall be set in gold filigree.” 


- also, they resemble the stones found in eden: 


Ezekiel 28:13 - “You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious 
stone was your covering, sardius, topaz, and diamond, beryl, onyx, and 
jasper, sapphire, emerald, and carbuncle; and crafted in gold were your 
settings and your engravings. On the day that you were created they were 
prepared.” 


- and were told that the 12 gates were 12 pearls - each gate a single pearl 

- The street of the city was pure gold, transparent as glass 


Verses 22-27 - Internal Features of the City 


- so now in verses 22-27 we get some internal features of the city 




- Verse 22 there is no temple in the city because the Lord God almighty 
and the Lamb are its temple 


Jeremiah 3:16-17 - “And when you have multiplied and increased in the 
land, in those days, declares the Lord, they shall no more say, ‘The ark of 
the covenant of the Lord.’ It shall not come to mind or be remembered or 
missed; it shall not be made again. At that time Jerusalem shall be called 
the throne of the Lord, and all nations shall gather to it, to the presence of 
the Lord in Jerusalem, and they shall no more stubbornly follow their own 
evil heart.” 


- the fact that there is no temple would have been startling to a life-long 
Jew 


- The whole city is the temple - the new heavens and new earth are the 
temple - God himself lives with his people 


- No longer is God’s dwelling place an identifiable separate space within 
the city 


- We are told in verse 23 there is no need of sun or moon to shine, 
because the glory of God gives the city light - and Jesus is the lamp 


- Now it doesn’t say there isn’t sun or moon...it just says there is no need 
of it to give light 


- the lamp giving off the luminosity in the new city is the crucified saviour 

- Verse 24 says the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, and its 

gates will never be shut by day - and there will be no night there 

- They will bring into it the lorry and the honour of the nations 

- Now this isn’t suggesting some kind of universalism where non-elect 

people who names aren’t in the book of life can somehow enter the new 
Jerusalem 


- this isn’t suggesting that people can get out of hell and enter into the 
city - since the gates are never closed 


- C. S. Lewis kind of wrote about that kind of thought in the book The 
Great Divorce - he basically asked what would it look like if people had 
the option of getting out of hell and coming to heaven 


- That’s not what this means - we have to remember prophecy portrays 
the future with language that is understandable to the prophet and his 
contemporary readers. The prophetic language used corresponds to the 
cultural and social realities of the present day 


- So here you have kings and leaders coming and bowing down before 
the 1 true king - giving glory to God 




- The idea of the gates never being closed is that there is no evil to be 
afraid of anymore - there is no night - we don’t have to close the gates 
of the city at night for fear of attack or evil - there is no night 


- Verse 27 confirms that - nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone 
who does what is detestable or false, but ONLY those who are written in 
the book of life 


22:1-5 - symbols of the presence of God in the city  

- so this last section, verses 1-5 of chapter 22 give us some more 
symbols 


- Verse 1 - the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flows from the 
throne of God and the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city


Zechariah 14:8 - “On that day living waters shall flow out from Jerusalem, 
half of them to the eastern sea and half of them to the western sea.” 


Ezekiel 47:1-9 - if you remember that passage Ezekiel sees water flowing 
from the temple - and it is trickling, then ankle deep, knee deep, waist-
deep, and then deep enough to swim 


Joel 3:18 - “And in that day the mountains shall drip sweet wine, and the 
hills shall flow with milk, and all the streambeds of Judah shall flow with 
water; and a fountain shall come forth from the house of the Lord and 
water the Valley of Shittim.” 


- and we are told that the on either side of the river, the tree of life, with 12 
kinds of fruit yielding fruit in each month - the leaves of the trees were 
for the healing of the nations 


- How can a tree be on either side of a river? I don’t know! It could be the 
tree of life is a singular way of referring to trees of life, living this river of 
life 


- The whole point is there will be life there. And the word life used is not 
BIOS which is life we inherit from our biological parents 


- The word is ZOE which is life that does not run down 


- verse 3 - no longer will there be anything accursed - the fall cursed 
everything - and now in the new heavens and new earth there is no 
trace of the curse of sin 


- The throne of God and the Lamb is there - and his servants worship him 




- Verse 4 - we see his face, his name is on our foreheads 


Exodus 33:20 - “‘But,’ he said, ‘you cannot see my face, for man shall not 
see me and live.’” 


1 John 3:2 - “Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has 
not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, 
because we shall see him as he is.” 


- so you and I, followers of the Lamb, will get to see God face to face 

- And we will reign with Jesus forever and ever 


Closing thoughts


- all the promises made in chapters 2-3 are fulfilled in this closing section 

- Tree of Life - Revelation 2:7 - “To the one who conquers I will grant to 

eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.” 

- Inclusion in the New Temple/God’s name written on us - Revelation 3:12 

- “The one who conquers, i will make him a pillar in the temple of my 
God. Never shall he go out of it, and I will write on him the name of my 
God, and the name of the city of my God.” 


- Name in the book of life/clothed  - Revelation 3:5 - “The one who 
conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and i will never blot his 
name out of the book of life.”


- Reigning with Christ - Revelation 2:26-27 - “The one who conquers and 
who keeps my works until the end, to him i will give authority over the 
nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron...” 


- exclusion from 2nd death - Revelation 2:11 - “The one who conquers 
will not be hurt by the second death.” 



