
From Jonathan & Rachel Ward in France        April 2021 

Dear friends, 
Springtime greetings from our little locked-down village in 
southern France! 

The picture above is of the small chapel at our missionary care 
centre. A reminder that our Saviour is risen and active in our 
broken world. Our hope remains securely fixed on the only One 
that can truly give us hope -- a hope that is everlasting and 
outshines the troubles of this life. 

May our eyes stay firmly fixed on God's goodness and on the 
purposes that He wants to accomplish in the midst of so much 
uncertainty and instability.  
 

The village church and the Mountain Bible 
One of the ways in which God is at work is thanks to the village church that lies at the heart of 
our centre. It dates from the 17th century, belongs to the municipality, is part of the local 
Catholic diocese, and yet is almost never used. 
 
So when the priest in Sisteron, our local town situated 7 km away, suggested that we use the 
church to further the gospel, and our mayor entrusted us with a key, our team grasped the 
opportunity.  

Knowing how many hikers wander through our hamlet, which is situated on a major trail 
stretching 1,367 km from France's Atlantic coast to the Alps, we 
decided to open the church's doors, thus encouraging people to enter. 

People love to take a look inside old village churches, most of which remain locked and disused. 
We placed a pile of Bibles near the entrance, inviting people to take one. 
 
We ordered the Bibles from a Swiss mission that publishes an attractive edition called The 
Mountain Bible, geared to hikers, with introductory testimonies sharing the impact of the Scriptures 
on the lives of hikers and mountaineers. 

All 15 copies that we had disappeared within a few weeks. So we ordered 100 more. 
 
During Advent we opened the church every day to allow the locals to enjoy Christmas carols playing on a CD player and 
admire the nativity scene we had set up. And in the weeks leading up to Easter, we rang the old church bell and invited 
the neighbours to a short service every Saturday at 5 PM. 
 
This enabled us quite naturally to invite one of our neighbours to the Easter Sunday service at our church fellowship, 
which she gladly accepted. To be continued... 
 

Property Fund 

As you may remember from our previous newsletter, this is to help 
us purchase the extra housing space that we will need for future 
team members, enabling us to expand the services that we provide. 
 
Amount raised so far: $88,000 
Target to reach: $390,000 
Objective: Purchase the small house in the foreground 
Purpose: Housing for an extra couple to join us 

https://pierresvivantes.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=acede3a5808c8141ba43c3289&id=2168c50e6d&e=48c4b22d31�


If you would like to help us reach our goal (even a small amount helps), funds can be given to MSC Canada's "Pierres 
Vivantes Building Fund". 

 

Prayer Points 

We are keeping well, even if our missionary care centre is unable to function normally because of current restrictions. We 
have managed to stay healthy and safe, although several members of our church have been sick with COVID. 
 
France, and Europe in general, has been struggling to contain the infection rate, with hospitals and medical staff at 
breaking point in some areas. 

Please pray: 

• That things will open up soon, including France's borders, to allow missionaries serving in other countries, 

including Africa, to benefit from the services that our centre provides. 

• For Marc, our full-time handyman, who broke his collar bone 3 weeks ago. Please pray for a speedy recovery. 

 

     We hope you are keeping healthy, safe and well. 

     With our warm greetings in the risen Lord, 

 
     Jonathan and Rachel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to help us come alongside God's workers to help them manage 

the pressures of serving Him in challenging places, tax-deductible giving can be 

made to  

MSC Canada and designated for "Association Pierres Vivantes". 

 

https://pierresvivantes.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=acede3a5808c8141ba43c3289&id=47de83cd0c&e=48c4b22d31�
https://pierresvivantes.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=acede3a5808c8141ba43c3289&id=47de83cd0c&e=48c4b22d31�

