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אלִני ָּד ָּ

Daniel: An Uncompromising Man with Uncompromising 

Faith: 

Message 8: Uncompromising Faith when there’s an 
Uncertain Future pt. 1: Daniel 7

What this message is about

The great empires and cultures of  
the world are beastly in the sight 
of  heaven and temporary. God will 
set up a kingdom that will fulfill his 
purpose for humanity and one that 
never ends

Purpose of  this message

To enable us to live by faith and 
fearless in a, sometimes, hostile 
world. To remind us that the 
outcome of  human history is in the 
hands of  an almighty God.  

Key verse outside of  Dan. 7

“Jerusalem shall be trampled 
underfoot by the Gentiles, until the 
times of  the Gentiles are fulfilled.”

- Luke 21:24 ESV 

Apocalyptic Literature

•The word, apocalyptic means 
“revelation” or an “unveiling.” 

Apocalyptic Literature

•In common understanding it 
means that there is an impending 
doom i.e. Nuclear holocaust. 
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Apocalyptic Literature

Biblical apocalyptic literature like 
in Daniel and Revelation convey 
the idea of  divine justice and 
judgment but also of  joy and 
optimism. 

Why joy and optimism? 

1. End of  human corruption and 
oppression of  God’s people.

2. The joy of  God making all things 
new. 

Themes of  Daniel 7-12

•The horror of  human evil, 
particularly as it is concentrated 
in the state 

•The announcement of  a specific 
time of  deliverance 

Themes of  Daniel 7-12

•repentance that leads to 
deliverance

•the revelation that a cosmic war 
stands behind human conflict 

•judgment as certain for those who 
resist God and oppress his people

Themes of  Daniel 7-12

•The equally certain truth that 
God’s people, downtrodden in the 
present, will experience new life 
in the fullest sense.

Longman,Tremper . Daniel (The NIV Application Commentary) (p. 179). Zondervan Academic. Kindle 
Edition.

1. From God’s perspective human   
kingdoms are predatory beasts.
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2 Daniel declared, “I saw in my 
vision by night, and behold, the 
four winds of  heaven were stirring 
up the great sea.  3 And four great 
beasts came up out of  the sea, 
different from one another.

4 The first was like a lion and had 
eagles’ wings. Then as I looked its 
wings were plucked off, and it was 
lifted up from the ground and made 
to stand on two feet like a man, 
and the mind of  a man was given 
to it. 

5 And behold, another beast, a 
second one, like a bear. It was 
raised up on one side. It had three 
ribs in its mouth between its teeth; 
and it was told, ‘Arise, devour 
much flesh.’

6 After this I looked, and behold, 
another, like a leopard, with four 
wings of  a bird on its back. And 
the beast had four heads, and 
dominion was given to it.

7 After this I saw in the night visions, 
and behold, a fourth beast, 
terrifying and dreadful and 
exceedingly strong. It had great iron 
teeth; it devoured and broke in 
pieces and stamped what was left 
with its feet. 

It was different from all the beasts 
that were before it, and it had ten 
horns. I considered the horns, and 
behold, there came up among them 
another horn, a little one, before 
which three of  the first horns were 
plucked up by the roots. 
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And behold, in this horn were eyes 
like the eyes of  a man, and a mouth 
speaking great things.  

Dan. 7:1-8 ESV

16 I approached one of  those who 
stood there and asked him the truth 
concerning all this. So he told me 
and made known to me the 
interpretation of  the things. 

17 ‘These four great beasts are four 
kings who shall arise out of  the 
earth.  18 But the saints of  the Most 
High shall receive the kingdom and 
possess the kingdom forever, 
forever and ever.’ 

Dan. 7:15-18 ESV

2. God’s judgment is certain. 

“As I looked, thrones were placed, 
and the Ancient of  Days took his 
seat; his clothing was white as snow, 
and the hair of  his head like pure 
wool; his throne was fiery flames; its 
wheels were burning fire.
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10 A stream of  fire issued and came 
out from before him; a thousand 
thousands served him, and ten 
thousand times ten thousand stood 
before him; the court sat in 
judgment, and the books were 
opened.

11“I looked then because of  the 
sound of  the great words that the 
horn was speaking. And as I looked, 
the beast was killed, and its body 
destroyed and given over to be 
burned with fire.  

12 As for the rest of  the beasts, their 
dominion was taken away, but their 
lives were prolonged for a season 
and a time.

3. The Son of  Man receives a 
Kingdom

13“I saw in the night visions, and 
behold, with the clouds of  heaven 
there came one like a son of  man, 
and he came to the Ancient of  Days 
and was presented before him.

14 And to him was given dominion 
and glory and a kingdom, that all 
peoples, nations, and languages 
should serve him; his dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, which shall 
not pass away, and his kingdom one 
that shall not be destroyed. 
- Dan. 7:9-14 ESV
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After that the end will come, when 
he will turn the Kingdom over to God 
the Father, having destroyed every 
ruler and authority and power. 25

For Christ must reign until he 
humbles all his enemies beneath his 
feet.

26 And the last enemy to be 
destroyed is death. 27 For the 
Scriptures say, “God has put all 
things under his authority.” (Of  
course, when it says “all things are 
under his authority,” that does not 
include God himself, who gave 
Christ his authority.)

28 Then, when all things are under 
his authority, the Son will put 
himself  under God’s authority, so 
that God, who gave his Son 
authority over all things, will be 
utterly supreme over everything 
everywhere.
- 1Cor. 15:26-28 NLT

4. Details of  the Fourth Beast

19“Then I desired to know the truth 
about the fourth beast, which was 
different from all the rest,

exceedingly terrifying, with its teeth 
of  iron and claws of  bronze, and 
which devoured and broke in pieces 
and stamped what was left with its 
feet,  
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20and about the ten horns that were 
on its head, and the other horn that 
came up and before which three of  
them fell, the horn that had eyes and 
a mouth that spoke great things, and 
that seemed greater than its 
companions.

21 As I looked, this horn made war 
with the saints and prevailed over 
them,  22 until the Ancient of  Days 
came, and judgment was given for 
the saints of  the Most High, and the 
time came when the saints 
possessed the kingdom.

23 “Thus he said: ‘As for the fourth 
beast, there shall be a fourth 
kingdom on earth, which shall be 
different from all the kingdoms, and 
it shall devour the whole earth, and 
trample it down, and break it to 
pieces.

24 As for the ten horns, out of  this 
kingdom ten kings shall arise, and 
another shall arise after them; he 
shall be different from the former 
ones, and shall put down three 
kings.

25 He shall speak words against the 
Most High, and shall wear out the 
saints of  the Most High, and shall 
think to change the times and the 
law; and they shall be given into his 
hand for a time, times, and half  a 
time.

26 But the court shall sit in judgment, 
and his dominion shall be taken 
away, to be consumed and 
destroyed to the end.
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27 And the kingdom and the 
dominion and the greatness of  the 
kingdoms under the whole heaven 
shall be given to the people of  the 
saints of  the Most High; his kingdom 
shall be an everlasting kingdom, 
and all dominions shall serve and 
obey him.’

28 “Here is the end of  the matter. As 
for me, Daniel, my thoughts greatly 
alarmed me, and my color changed, 
but I kept the matter in my heart.” 

Dan. 7: 19-28 ESV

Next Step

If  you find yourself  living either in 
deep fear of  the future or in 
unsupported optimism concerning 
human solutions, remember that God 
will be both the judge of  humanity 
and the solution to the problems of  
humanity. 

Next Step

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be 
steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of  the Lord, 
knowing that in the Lord your labor is 
not in vain.

- 1Cor. 15:58 ESV
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