
ST. DAVID’S UNITED CHURCH
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2020

Growing and Deepening our Spiritual Lives in an Affirming and 
Inclusive Community 

An early 6th century theologian described God as “beguiled by 
beauty.” The Creator was lured by a longing for beauty and so set in 
motion a world of immense diversity and goodness. We were made 
for this Divine Goodness. We were made inherently worthy, not by 

our “doing,” but by our simply being. 

 “The Beauty of our Dear-Worthy Souls” 

WE GATHER 

Announcements: 
Compline Service 7 – 7:30 pm November 15 2020 

Foundation AGM – November 22 2020 
St. David’s AGM – November 22 2020 

Lighting the Affirming and the Treaty 7/Metis Region 3 
Candles 

Threshold Video Moment 
““The beauty in other beings exists completely for itself–not for any 
reason other than that the joy of existence is the purpose of life.” - 

Wendy Farley 

Are you ready… to let go of expectations? 

Divine Goodness, prepare my spirit to see and be beguiled by the 
beauty of life. Amen. 

Lighting the Christ Candle 
Silent Centring 



Prayer of Opening 
Divine Goodness, Holy One, 
Pause us for this moment, 

bear us up in this time, 
hold us for eternity.  

We tune our spirits to truth. 
When we begin to let go of expectations. 

We allow all beings the fullness of their own beauty. 
And all the people say,  

“Amen.” 

Hymn of Beauty 
Creator God You Gave Us Life    MV #27 

(Tune VU #682) 

Creator God you gave us life, 
your image formed within our souls, 

yet through the mist of time and space, 
we search for that which makes us whole. 
Through hands that paint majestic skies, 

and voices chanting melody, 
with words that reach beyond the page, 

we comprehend your mystery. 

In every flower and every tree, 
we see your great diversity, 

yet greater still we see your love, 
expressed in our humanity. 

Through hands that paint majestic skies, 
and voices chanting melody, 

with words that reach beyond the page, 
we comprehend your mystery. 

When with our hearts, our hands, 
our minds, we share our gifts with all the world, 

our spirits soar beyond the veil, 
to touch the very face of God. 
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Through hands that paint majestic skies, 
and voices chanting melody, 

with words that reach beyond the page, 
we comprehend your mystery. 

WE PROCLAIM 
Lectio Divina 

Verses from Song of Songs 
[Look at you—so beautiful, my dearest! 

Look at you—so beautiful!] 
[You are utterly beautiful, my dearest; 

there’s not a single flaw in you.] 

1 Peter 3:3-4 
Do not let your adorning be external—the braiding of hair and the 
putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear— but let your 
adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable 

beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very 
precious. 

Psalm 139: 13-14 
I praise you, for I have been fearfully and wonderfully made. 

Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well. 

Ecclesiastes 3:11 
God has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, God has put 

eternity into man's heart, yet so that he cannot find out what God has 
done from the beginning to the end.  

God of Goodness 
God of Goodness 

We give thanks for the creation ourselves 
We give thanks for the creation of ourselves   

As beautifully and wonderfully loved 
As beautifully and wonderfully loved. 

Help us 
Help us 
Help You 
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Help You 
Let others know that they are beautifully made 

and wonderfully loved. 
Let others know that they are beautifully made 

and wonderfully loved 
for the beauty of the earth 

for the beauty of the earth. 
Amen 
Amen 

Musical Divina 
For the Beauty of the Earth     arr. Sally Deford 

(Claire Sharp – Violinist) 

Sermo Divina 
‘Dear-worthy Souls’ 

Visio Divina 

WE RESPOND 
Meditations of the Heart 

Look Around Song as Prayer 

Offering of Peace 

Celebration of Communion 

Invitation to Communion 
Blessed Creator
Blessed Creator

We gather in your beauty and love
invited by Jesus…

bound together with your Good Spirit…
in union with each other…

Through this meal shared in homes and sanctuary,
 4



Feed our bodies and our spirits…
with your beautiful and comforting presence…

so that we might be your beauty and comfort to others…
Bless this meal…

and break open our hearts…
Bless this meal…

and pour out your love…

Great Thanksgiving 
(Tune Abide with Me   VU #436) 

God’s love be with you, now lift up your praise. 
And God be with you too, now and always. 

Let us give thanks to God, so right to do. 
All-loving Maker, we give back to you. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, …and you continue to 
speak to us through prophetic voices of hope: 

Holy of holies, God of loving sight 
So full of beauty, wonder and delight, 

Bless-ed are those who call upon your name, 
Praise and hosannas be our grateful refrain. 

Holy are you, and so blessed are we, 
for the beauty of Jesus. . . Do this, as often as you drink it,  

in remembrance of me.”  

Taking the bread and lifting high the cup 
Giving his life-blood, was his gift to us 

Christ of great goodness, bless this sacred place 
Let us remember and be filled with grace. 

I invite you to open your palms upward, the ancient prayer form,
… 

Communion is Shared 
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Communion Anthem 
Let us Come            Karen Marrolli 

Ritual Action 
“This week’s invitation to a contemplative practice based on our 

message that each of us has been beautifully made and 
wonderfully loved just as we are. You may want to set a 

reminder to spend some silent time with your palms open on 
your lap, contemplating further what expectations and 

messages you are holding about what you “should be.” Imagine 
them lifted and released.  Perhaps at the end of your 

contemplative time look in the mirror and say “Look at you! So 
beautiful, Dearest. So beautiful. Believe this voice of the Divine 

Lover… for the beauty of the earth.” 
You may want to place a note on your mirror with these words, 
or place it by your bedside and read it each evening before you 

rest for the night. 

And now, let us add our singing to the song of creation already 
in progress… 

WE GO FORTH 

Closing Hymn 
Sent Forth by God’s Blessing   VU #481 

Sent forth by God’s blessing, 
Our true faith confessing 

The people of God from our worship take leave. 
The supper is ended, O now be extended 
the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

The seed of Christ’s teaching, 
receptive souls reaching, 

shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
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God’s grace did invite us,  
God’s love shall unite us 

to work for the kingdom and answer its call. 

With praise and thanksgiving 
to God ever living, 

the tasks of our everyday life we will face. 
our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring 

embracing God’s people of each tribe and race. 
With your feast you feed us, 
With your light now lead us; 

unite us as one in this life that we share. 
Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving 

give honor to Christ and the name that we bear. 

Benediction 
The world is so varied and beautiful.  

Seek wisdom wherever it is to be found. 
And may the goodness of the Creator, 

the companionship of the Christ, 
and the insight of the Spirit, 

infuse your life now and always.  
Amen. 

Benediction Song  
For the beauty of the earth, 
for the glory of the skies, 

for the love which from our birth 
over and around us lies, 

God of all, to you we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise. 
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