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WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher presides & preaches. 

Organ prelude - Nell Howard 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 

 
Welcome: Good morning. Christ is risen! Alleluia! Welcome to this service of worship on the 
Second Sunday of Easter.   My name is Paul Schumacher, and I am the interim priest-in-charge 
during this time of transition, here at the Church of The Advent.   
As we meet today, we begin by remembering the Songhees and Esquimalt nations, on whose 
traditional land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their stewardship 
of the land and water, the plants, and animals, through the many generations.   
As we meet today, we remember those who have called this place their home in recent years—
the community of faith known as Church of the Advent.  Let us greet one another with words 
and signs of welcome.  
Come, come with your doubts, your strengths, your weaknesses, and your fears, for God loves 
us all and all are welcome in this space. We invite you to come and join our readers, prayer 
leaders, music director and choir members, along with our technical team, as we offer prayer 
and praise to our Creator.   
 
Scripture Sentence of the Day: Scripture shares with us, “Have you believed, Thomas, because 
you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.” 
 
Opening Hymn: G 527 “I Know That My Redeemer Lives ”   
(Text: Samuel Medley [1738-1799], Music: Duke Street, LM: John Hatton [1710-1793] ©Public Domain)  
 

  I know that my Redeemer lives! 
  What joy this blest assurance gives! 
  He lives, he lives who once was dead; 
  He lives, my everlasting Head! 
 
  He lives to bless me with his love; 
  He lives to plead for me above; 
  He lives my hungry soul to feed; 
  He lives to help in time of need. 
 
  He lives and grants me daily breath; 
  He lives, and I shall conquer death; 
  He lives my mansion to prepare; 
  He lives to bring me safely there. 
 
  He lives, all glory to his name; 
  He lives, my Saviour, still the same; 
  What joy this blest assurance gives: 
  I know that my Redeemer lives! 
 

 



Greeting: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
And the love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Act of Praise:  A Prayer from the Lutheran prayer book 
O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your risen Son. 
By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy and strengthen us through the love of 
your Son Jesus Christ for all humankind, and the grace you freely offer to this hurting world. 
This we ask in the name of your Son, our Saviour and Lord, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Collect of the Day:  Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope 
of those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of 
Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  
 
Chat @ the Chancel: Video Presentation of Helen’s chat about the Three little Pigs. 
 
Song: VU 123 “Hosanna, Load Hosanna”  
(Text: Jennette Threlfall 1873, Music: Trad. 18th century German tune, adapt. Xavier Ludwig Hartig 1868) 
 

  Hosanna, load hosanna the happy children sang, 
  Through pillared court and temple, the joyful anthem rang, 
  To Jesus, who had blessed them close folded to his breast, 
  The children sang their praises, the simplest and the best. 
 
  From Olivet they followed mid exultant crowd, 
  The victory palm-branch waving and singing clear and load, 
  The Lord of earth and heaven rode on in lowly state, 
  Content that little children should on his bidding wait. 
 
  “Hosanna in the highest!” That ancient song we sing, 
  For Christ is our Redeemer, earth, let your anthems ring. 
  O may we ever praise him with heart and life and voice, 
  And in his humble presence eternally rejoice! 
 
 
 
 



Psalm: 133 (BAS Pg. 890)  
1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * when brethren live together in unity! 
 
2 It is like fine oil upon the head * that runs down upon the beard, 
 
3 Upon the beard of Aaron, * and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 
 
4 It is like the dew of Hermon * that falls upon the hills of Zion. 
 
5 For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: * life for evermore. 
 
Second Reading: 1 John 1:1-2:2 
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with 
our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 
this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life 
that was with the Father and was revealed to us— we declare to you what we have seen and 
heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father 
and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.  
 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him 
there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in 
darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all 
sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess 
our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in 
us.  
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does 
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.  
 
For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn of the Day: “I’ve Got Peace Like a River”  
(Arrangement ©2017 Hope Publishing Co.  all rights reserved. Music: F. Alan E. Ressor {1935-}) 

 
I’ve got peace like a river 
I’ve got peace like a river 
I’ve got peace like a river in my soul. 
I’ve got peace like a river 
I’ve got peace like a river 
I’ve got peace like a river in my soul. 



I’ve got love like an ocean 
I’ve got love like an ocean 
I’ve got love like an ocean in my soul. 
I’ve got love like an ocean 
I’ve got love like an ocean 
I’ve got love like an ocean in my soul. 
 
Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost but now am found 
Was blind, but now I see. 
 
 
When we’ve been there ten thousand years 
Bright shining as the sun 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 
 
I’ve got joy like a fountain 
I’ve got joy like a fountain 
I’ve got joy like a fountain in my soul. 
I’ve got joy like a fountain 
I’ve got joy like a fountain 
I’ve got joy like a fountain in my soul. 
 
In my soul.  I’ve got peace like a river in my soul.  My soul. 

 

Gospel: John 20:19-31 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained.’  
 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. So, the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I 
see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 
his side, I will not believe.’  



 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said 
to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. 
Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, 
‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have come to believe.’  
 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book. But these are written so that you may come to believe* that Jesus is the Messiah,* the 
Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.  
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Musical Offerings: Performed by our parish choir members. Special Music from Lennea Good 
(presented with permission of the writer and owner).                                                                                                     
 
Affirmation of Faith:   
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  
 

Prayers of the People - April 11, 2021 
 
On this day we praise our God for the dying which destroyed our death, and we pray for our 
world in need of life. I will end each petition with: For this let us pray to the Lord. Please respond 
with:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
 
The Lord calls us to examine the wounded hands and feet of the risen one and to know the depth 
of his love for us.  Let us approach Christ in faith and share the good news with all we meet.  

For this let us pray to the Lord:  Lord, have mercy. 
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The apostles received the Holy Spirit and the grace to lighten the burdens of one another's sin. 
May the church be faithful to this gift.  May all the baptized live with abundant compassion for 
all, especially for those shut out from society.   

For this let us pray to the Lord:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Christ calls us blest who, not having seen, believe. May more and more of God's people and all 
the created order become a sign of the resurrection in the world, and may our faith give courage 
to the doubting.   

For this let us pray to the Lord:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
We are strengthened by Christ's resurrection to share the power of the Spirit with all the 
suffering. We pray for all in any need especially Bill, Christopher, Dianne, Sheila, Barb, Jamie 
and Dimas. 

For this let us pray to the Lord:  Lord, have mercy. 
 

We pray for all who mourn loved ones, especially Lorraine, Kara, and Adam who are left to mourn 
the death of Allen Turner, husband, father, and grandfather. Hold them in the warmth of your 
arms. They do not mourn alone. Give us the strength and courage to help them through their 
time of sorrow:  May Allen rest in peace and raise with Chris in glory. May the power of Christ's 
resurrection give life to all who have little reason to hope.   

For this let us pray to the Lord:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
May that morning star which never sets, Christ our light, find us burning with charity until the 
world is enlightened with love.   

For this let us pray to the Lord:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Eternally creative God, give us the faith and courage to recreate the world in your image.  We 
ask this in the name of the risen one, Jesus our Lord and Saviour.  Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
he welcomes sinners and invites them into his grace.  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness.  
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen.  
 
And now, may Almighty God have mercy upon you, forgive you all your sins 
through the grace of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 



The Lord’s Prayer:  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing:  
May the peace of God which passes all understanding,  
Keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge of God, our Creator, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, And the Holy Spirit, our Comforter.   
And may the blessing of the God the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you 
this day and forever more.  Amen. 
 
Shared Ministry: 

 
Commissioning Hymn: CP #598 “Go to The World”  
(Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan {1955-1993} © 1987, G.I.A. Publications, Inc.  Music: Charles Villiers Stanford {1852-1924}) 

 
Go to the world! Go to all the earth. 
Go preach the cross where Christ renews life’s worth, 
Baptizing as the sign of our rebirth. 
 
Refrain: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Go to the world! Go into every place. 
Go live the word of God’s redeeming grace. 
Go seek God’s presence in each time and space.   Refrain 
 
Go to the world! Go struggle, bless, and pray; 
The nights of tears give way to joyous day. 
As servant church, you follow Christ’s own way.   Refrain 
 
 
 



Go to the world! Go as the ones I send,  
For I am with you till the age shall end, 
When all the hosts of glory cry, “Amen!”    Refrain 

  

Commissioning: Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the 
grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all we say and do, 
through Jesus Christ, Our Saviour and King, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
One God, now and forever. Alleluia. Amen. 
 
 

TODAY WE PRAY 

Pray for the Church of the Province of the Indian Ocean. 
Pray for Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, Anna our Bishop,  

& Paul our Interim Priest-In-Charge. 
Pray for S. Matthias, Victoria, & Diocese of Yukon. 

In the Selkirk Region for Church of the Advent, Colwood. 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 
Today, we remember Dianne, Rick & Barb, Sheila, Alice, Carol Ann,   

Joan, Barb, Azeita, Margaret, Dimas, Garry, Sharron, Steven, Bill, & Lorraine. 
We also pray for those we remember in the quiet of our own hearts.   

 
 


