
   

 

Greetings sisters and brothers of the Western Iowa Synod,  
 
My name is Chelsey and I recently joined the staff of Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service. I write to you as a life-
long Lutheran and former resident of Northwest Iowa. I grew up in Hawarden and so it is my pleasure to “return home” 
and report to you on LIRS’ work and ministry of the past year.  
 
As I’m sure many reports shared at Synod Assembly will express: 2020 was a year unlike any other.   
 
It has been a particularly difficult year for immigrants and refugees in the United States due to policy changes and the 
challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic. The refugee admission ceiling for 2020 was set at an all-time low and less than 
12,000 refugees entered the United States. Still, LIRS answered the biblical call to welcome the stranger and resettled 
more than 2,500 refugees. We also served more than 400 unaccompanied migrant children through our foster care 
services, finding loving homes for them during and after legal proceedings, instead of detention centers and cages.  
 
In the darkest of days, we remain hopeful. We’ve seen thousands of people from across the country express their 
support for our migrant neighbors. From the 16,000 holiday cards sent through our Hope for the Holidays campaign, to 
the more than 500 constituents educated on migration policies through LIRS’ Advocacy office, people of faith and good 
will are eager to be a force of welcome in the world.  
 
We are especially grateful for the congregations and communities in the Western Iowa Synod who have continued their 
generous and prayerful support in these challenging times. We could not do this work without you.  
 
As we look to the future, 2021 will be a year of expansion at LIRS. We’re quickly working to scale-up our capacity to 
serve the 125,000 refugees anticipated in the U.S. this year. We are also actively looking to congregations, pastors, and 
synod leaders to partner with us. There are opportunities to be a part of this historic season of growth at LIRS – big and 
small – from making a financial commitment or volunteering, to participating in our new programs like Stand Up Speak 
Up or Emmaus. We are excited for the unique ways our Lutheran communities can lead in the work of welcome.  
 
With your support, we will continue to live into our missional call: witnessing to God’s love for all people, standing with 
and advocating for migrants and refugees, and transforming communities through ministries of service and justice. 
Thank you for accompanying LIRS and our migrant and refugee siblings through 2020 and beyond. God bless you.  
 
In peace,  
 
 
 
Chelsey Johnson  
Network Organizer  
cjohnson@LIRS.org 
 
P.S. If you missed it, LIRS was recently featured on PBS NewsHour. As a national leader in the immigration and refugee 
space, we are proud to speak out on our faith-based values and advocate on behalf of separated migrant families.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6x_Wb2zkij8&feature=youtu.be

