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“Rooted in Christ, Lakeside is a place of belonging where all people can 

find joy and purpose in God’s creation” 

1 Thessalonians 5:17-18, which states: “Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in 

all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” These words remind us to find 

the hidden blessings God has gifted us throughout this year. Even in the chaos that 2020 has 

brought, we still have so much to be grateful for.  

This year provided Lakeside with unique opportunities to serve new populations in 

ministry and to provide a place of belonging to new communities. This spring and summer, we, 

like many other ministries, took the love of God and the joy of camp to the virtual world. The 

“Camp Corner” would not have been possible without the gracious volunteers, including summer 

staffers and members of the board, who joined us on various episodes. We were able to bring 

camp to the homes of over a thousand people!  

 Throughout the spring, summer, and fall, we were also able to host record numbers of 

retreat groups, pastor’s on respite stays, and individual families onsite to enjoy God’s beautiful 

creation! This hidden blessing would not have been possible had we been able to provide 

summer camp programs as normal. One group exemplifies how the Holy Spirit shows up at 

camp, regardless of who is here, how long they can stay, or what activities we can provide to 

them. This summer we had a family of Hutterites spend a weekend in one of our cabin villages. 

As people who have similar beliefs and lifestyles as the Amish, this family experienced showers, 

fireworks, swimming, and bunkbeds all for the very first time. They witnessed the Holy Spirit 

through our hospitality, while they rolled down hills, fished, climbed trees, roasted 

marshmallows, and built relationships. Most importantly, they were pleasantly surprised to be 

welcomed into a place of belonging at a camp with beliefs different than their own.  

 This fall we were able to serve the 7th grade class from the Spirit Lake Middle School 

they are utilizing our dining hall, worship center, storm shelter, and rec room as classrooms for 

the entire school year! Teachers and students have been taking advantage of their “outdoor 

classroom” as well. We watch students ride bikes for P.E., fish as a before and after school 

activity, and get hands-on experience with skills in dendrochronology and orienteering. We feel 

incredibly blessed to be able to provide safer spaces and unique educational experiences to our 

community during the pandemic.  



 

712.336.2109 | 2491 170th St | Spirit Lake IA 51360 | www.lutheranlakeside.com 
 

“Rooted in Christ, Lakeside is a place of belonging where all people can 

find joy and purpose in God’s creation” 

 Looking ahead, we are hopeful to be offer in-person summer programs in 2021, bringing 

the message that God’s promises are greater than any problems we face! As everyone across the 

globe finds new ways to live with the challenges that covid brings, our youth, congregations, and 

families need to hear this message now more than ever. No matter what problems 2020 has 

presented to you, remember God promises us, like He promised Abraham and Sarah, family, 

resources, and blessings. His promises hold true even in uncertainty, even when others hurt us, 

even when the unexpected happens, even when we lack understanding, and even when we 

experience new things.  

 It was a joy and a pleasure to witness the Holy Spirit in action this year as Lakeside was 

able to adapt and shift its ministry in changing times and uncertainty. I am grateful on a personal 

level to serve such an incredible ministry and to belong to this wonderful community.  

 

Peace and blessings, 

Brittney Swanson 

Executive Director  

       


