
Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Washington, IL  

Good Friday  

Words from the Cross - Seven Last Words of Jesus  

Online Worship - April 2, 2021 
Welcome 

 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, tonight we stand at the foot of your cross, and watch you suffer 

and die. We see your pain and anguish, and we listen to your final words of truth 

and grace. Open our hearts to understand the magnitude of your sacrifice for us. As 

we descend into darkness, show us the blackness of our sin that you take from us 

and carry to the cross. Give us eyes of faith to see in your death the gate to our life 

and salvation. In your holy name we pray. Amen 

 

Hymn: Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross  Red book #335 

Public Domain 



I. Our first reading is from Luke 23:32-37  

"Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there 

with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, "Father, 

forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing." And they cast lots to 

divide his clothing. And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at 

him, saying, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his 

chosen one!" The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour 

wine, and saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!"  

The Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

Hymn: Go to Dark Gethsemane     Red book # 347 
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II. Our second reading is from Luke 23:39-43 

"One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, "Are 

you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" But the other rebuked him, saying, 

"Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 

And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve 

for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, 

remember me when you come into your kingdom." He replied, "Truly I tell you, 

today you will be with me in Paradise." 

The Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

Hymn: Jesus Remember Me    Red book # 616 
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III. Our Third reading is from John 19:25-27  

"Standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the 

wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple 

whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, "Woman, here is your 

son." Then he said to the disciple, "Here is your mother." And from that hour the 

disciple took her into his own home."  

The Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

Hymn: Ah Holy Jesus       Red book # 349 
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IV. Our fourth reading is from Matthew 27:46-49  

"And about three o'clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, "Eli, Eli, lema 

sabachthani?" that is, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" When some 

of the bystanders heard it, they said, "This man is calling for Elijah." At once one 

of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it 

to him to drink. But the others said, "Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to 

save him."  

The Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

Hymn: O Sacred Head Now Wounded     ELW 351 
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V. Our Fifth reading is from John 19:28-29  

"After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill 

the scripture), "I am thirsty." A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put 

a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth."  

The Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn: Beneath the Cross of Jesus   Red book # 338 
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VI. Our sixth reading is from John 19:30 

 "When Jesus had received the wine, he said, "It is finished."  

The Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

Hymn:  Alas! And Did my Savior Bleed   Red Book # 337 
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VII. Our seventh reading is from Luke 23:46  

"Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, "Father, into your hands I commend 

my spirit." Having said this, he breathed his last." 

The Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

Hymn: Were You There      Red Book #353 
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Let us pray.  

God our Father, we give you thanks for Jesus, your Son our Lord. By his 

faithfulness unto death, he brings salvation to all who believe in him. Give us faith 

to watch and wait, until we see his promises fulfilled, and the world made new on 

Easter Sunday. Amen 

 

 The Closing of the Book – represents Jesus’ death 

 

Leave Christ Candle burning – God is still with us 

 

Depart in Silence as Jesus goes into the tomb. 

 

We will ponder Jesus’ great sacrifice for us until we gather on Easter Sunday 


