
Easter Vigil - April 3, 2021 

The Gathering of the Community 

~ We gather in silence under the portico - the New Fire is lit ~ 

Dear friends in Christ, on this most holy night, when our Lord Jesus Christ passed from death to life, the 
Church invites her children throughout the world to come together in vigil and prayer. This is the Passover 
of the Lord. We remember his death and resurrection by hearing his word and celebrating his mysteries; we 
are confident that we shall share his victory over death and live with him forever in God.    

Let us pray: Father, we share in the light of your glory through your Son, the light of the world. Sanctify this 
new fire and inflame us with new hope. Purify our minds by this Easter celebration and bring us one day to 
the feast of eternal light. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Preparation of the Candle 
                        

~ The Paschal Candle is lit from the New fire ~ 

The light of Christ 
Thanks be to God 

~ The procession enters the church led by the Pascal Candle ~ 

The light of Christ 
Thanks be to God 

~ The procession stops at the Altar platform ~ 

The light of Christ 
Thanks be to God 

     

~ The Pascal candle is placed in the holder ~ 

“Exsultet” (Jonathan Der) 

Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! Exult, all creation around God’s throne! Jesus Christ, our 
King, is risen! Sound the trumpet of salvation! Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendour, radiant in the 
brightness of your King! Christ has conquered! Glory fills you! Darkness vanishes forever! Rejoice, O 
mother Church! Exult in glory! The risen Saviour shines upon you! Let this place resound with joy, echoing 
the mighty song of all God’s people!    

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is truly right that with full hearts and minds and voices we should praise the unseen God, the all-powerful 
Father, and his only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. For Christ, has ransomed us with his blood, and paid for us 
the price of Adam’s sin to our eternal Father! This is our Passover feast, when Christ, the true Lamb, is slain, 
whose blood consecrates the homes of all believers.  



This is the night when first you saved our forebears: you freed the people of Israel from their slavery and led 
them dry-shod through the sea. This is the night when Christians everywhere, washed clean of sin and freed 
from all defilement, are restored to grace and grow together in holiness. This is the night when Jesus Christ 
broke the chains of death and rose triumphant from the grave. 

Father, how wonderful your care for us! How boundless your merciful love! To ransom a slave, you gave 
away your Son. The power of this holy night dispels all evil, washes guilt away, restores lost innocence, 
brings mourners joy. Night truly blessed when heaven is wedded to earth and we are reconciled with God! 

Therefore, heavenly Father, in the joy of this night, receive our evening sacrifice of praise, your Church’s 
solemn offering. Accept this Easter candle. May it always dispel the darkness of this night! May the 
Morning Star which never sets find this flame still burning: Christ, that Morning Star, who came back from 
the dead, and shed his peaceful light on all creation, your Son who lives and reigns forever and ever. 

Amen. 

Dear friends in Christ, let us now listen attentively to the word of God, recalling how God saved his people 
throughout history and in the fullness of time, sent his own Son to be our Redeemer. 

The Proclamation of the Word 

~The response after each reading is: 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God.  

Reading: Genesis 1:1 – 2:4a (Donna Bishop) 

Almighty and Eternal god, 
you created all things in wonderful beauty and order. Help us now to perceive how still more 
wonderful is the new creation, by which in the fullness of time you redeemed your people through the 
sacrifice of our Passover, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Reading: taken from Genesis 7 & 8 (Kathy Duncan) 

Faithful God, 
you have placed the rainbow in the skies as the sign of your covenant with all living things. May we 
who are saved through water and the Spirit, worthily offer to you our sacrifice of thanksgiving. We 
ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Reading: taken from Exodus 14 & 15  (Perelandra Waddle & Caroline Burgess)  

Canticle 1 – “The Song of Moses”  (Sharmila Lakhani) 

I will sing to the Lord for his glorious triumph;   
the horse and the rider he has hurled into the sea. 
The Lord has become my strength and refuge;   
the Lord himself has become my saviour. 
He is my God and I will praise him;   
my father’s God and I will exalt him. 
The Lord himself is a mighty warrior;   
the Lord, the Lord is his name. 



Your right hand, O Lord, is majestic in power;   
your right hand, O Lord, shatters the enemy. 
Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods,   
holy, awesome, worker of wonders? 
In steadfast love you led your people,   
you guided your redeemed with your great strength. 
You brought them in safety to your holy place,   
and planted them firm on your own mountain. 
You brought them into your own house.   
The Lord shall reign for ever and ever. 

God of steadfast love, 
Your wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day. By the power of your mighty arm you 
once delivered your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of 
all nations by the water of baptism. Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered among 
the offspring of Abraham and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel. We ask this through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 

Collect 

Light of all creation, 
may the radiance of this night fill us with the Spirit of love and unite us in faith, so that we may bear 
witness to the resurrection and show forth your glory to all the world; in the name of Jesus Christ,  
the risen Lord, our light and our salvation. Amen. 

The Epistle: Romans 6:3-11 (Rae Seay) 

Psalm 114  (George Ing) 

Hallelujah! When Israel came out of Egypt,   
the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech, 
Judah became the sanctuary of the Lord   
and Israel the dominion of God. 
The sea beheld it and fled;   
Jordan turned and went back. 
The mountains skipped like rams,   
and the little hills like young sheep. 
What ailed you, O sea, that you fled?   
O Jordan, that you turned back? 
You, mountains, that you skipped like rams?   
You little hills like young sheep? 
Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord,   
at the presence of the God of Jacob, 
who turned the hard rock into a pool of water   
and flint-stone into a flowing spring. 



The Gospel  (Bob McGall) 

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Glory to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Mark 16:1-8  

The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Great Easter Acclamation and Offertory 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia! 

Organ Fanfare  

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia! 

Organ Fanfare  

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Organ Interlude 

The Dressing of the Church  

Sermon: The Rev. Roberta Fraser 

~ A minute of silence for reflection & prayer. ~ 

The Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

Offertory Hymn: “Now the Green Blade Rises” (VU 186) 

1. Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;  
love lives again, that with the dead has been: love is come again, like wheat arising green. 

2. In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain, thinking that he would never wake again,  
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen; love is come again, like wheat arising green. 

3. Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, he that for three days in the grave had lain;  
raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen; love is come again, like wheat arising green. 

4. When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, your touch can call us back to life again,  
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been; love is come again, like wheat arising green. 



Prayer Over the Gifts 

Blessed are you, O God,  
Ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life 
in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, let us say, 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. Glory to 
God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

The Blessing 

Hymn: “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” (CP 203)  

1. Jesus Christ is risen today, alleluia! Our triumphant holy day, alleluia!  
Who did once, upon the cross, alleluia! Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 

2. Hymns of praise then let us sing, alleluia! Unto Christ our heavenly King, alleluia!  
Who endured the cross and grave, alleluia! Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

3. But the pains which he endured, alleluia! Our salvation have procured; alleluia!  
Now above the sky he’s king, alleluia! Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 

Dismissal 

Alleluia, Alleluia!  
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 


