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As I write this article it is the beginning of Holy Week and the 23rd anniversary of my ordination. I am filled today
with the hustle and bustle of Holy Week, as well as the end of the month responsibilities (such as newsletters and
writing my articles). I'm also filled with a sense of warmth of where God has called me and the treasures the Spirit
has filled me with these 23 years. So many of the ministries that have been done, the meetings, the planning, the
millions of details have only been done by the grace of God. But today more than ever, I am filled with deep
emotion for the people, the faces, the spirits, that God has blessed me with these many years.

Each day I am humbled by this calling to serve God's people. Each day comes a myriad of surprises of God's
grace.

There has been a prayer that has been with me these years. Actually two. One may seem really silly at first, but
then listen a little closer to the words and see how it fits, who knows, it may fit your life and your calling too. Here
are the two prayers, will you please pray with me?

Why me Lord? Right in the middle of a strange, mixed-up world. And with this nagging awareness within me that
you want me to do something or say something or be something that will make a difference. It may not change the
course of history -- but it may change the course of some life. And I am obligated to respond to your call. Why me,
Lord? I don't know why, I only know the unrest, the divine discontent, the eagerness on one hand to charge off in
service for you and the agony on the other of not knowing in what direction. Why me, Lord? And what, what would
you have me do? Amen (Jo Carr and Imogene Sorley)

and the second prayer:

Please pray with me,
Come Lord Jesus, be our guest. Let these gifts to us be blessed. Amen

Thank you. Thank you Lord God for these 23 years. Thank you to each of you for walking with me, trusting me,
loving me when I was wrong, and most importantly for praying for your pastor.

Peace my dear ones. 

In overwhelming gratitude,
Pastor Lisa
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 Easter Service - April 4th - 9:00 a.m.
For those who made a reservation by the deadline last week, you

will receive your admission ticket in the mail. Please bring the
ticket to the service for admission. For those without a reservation,

we invite you to worship with us virtually as the service will be
posted on Facebook later in the day.

A  W O R D  F R O M
P A S T O R  L I S A  



Wedding Anniversaries
Chuck & Jane Christensen-5th 

Jerrod & Erin Frahm-12th
Jim & Linda Derifield-24th

Lance & Melissa Loger - 26th
Jim & Donna Bruhn-27th

 Our Friends & Family
 Please remember them in your prayers!

Rick & Lisa Dumler's Family- members for the recent passing of Rick's father,
Gary Dumler.

Aiden Lupkes- Art & Bev Lupkes' grandson recovering from staph infection
John Latusek- member healing from open-heart surgery 

Arlan Andersen- member healing from  blood clots
Michael Musser- Pastor Lisa & Scott's grandson who recently had a seizure

and is undergoing testing 
Carol Watson- member recovering from  hip and femur surgery

Mary Mommer- member with multiple health concerns
Florence Freese-member at Arlington Place in Grundy Center

Gloria Dietrich- Scott Dietrich's mother with heart concerns
Jim & Jane Campbell- members dealing with Jim's on-going recovery from an

accident
 

If you want to be added to the prayer list, contact the church office at 319-989-
2065, Pastor Lisa (319-243-8135) or Intern Andy (641-844-4704).

Mallory Bakker- 1
Andy Graves-1

Carol Andersen-3
Gary Borwig-3

Isabella Norton-6
Jace Petersen-7

Valerie Hanson - 8
Erin Frahm-11

Meridith Sandlin-11
Jerrod Frahm-14

Lora Koch-18
Andrew Barker-19

Evan Dufel-20
Zoey Hankins-20
JeremyLotts-21

Timothy Kirkpatrick-23
Angie Wibben-23

Marcia Andersen-24
Jeanne Guthrie-24

Tanner Mikkelsen-25
Jacquelyn Bakker-29

Rick Dumler-29
Sawyer Wibben-29
Clayton Stage-30

April Birthdays

      socks  (6 months - 2 years)
      bar soap
      Onesies  (6 months & up)
      T-shirts  (6 months - 2 years)

World Missions Needs
Fredsville takes an active role in  regularly
sending baby layette sets to Third-World
Countries in need.  Below is a current list
of needs:

New Bible Study to start!
Pastor Lisa will be leading a Bible Study
on the book of Ruth. The study will meet
via Zoom April 19, April 26, May 3, and
May 10th at 7:00 pm. Please contact the
church office so we can be sure to send
you the Zoom link and pastor's notes for
each session. These Bible studies are a
lot of fun and we would love to have you
join us! Because the Bible Study is on
Zoom, we have been excited to have
people join in who live further away and
who are not members of the
congregation! All are welcome!!!!!!

Confirmation Class Resumes!
Woot! It's time for confirmation class to
start back up! I can hardly wait! Class
will be on April 14th and 21st at 7:00 pm!
We will be studying about confession
and forgiveness! We will send out details
through email about how we will be
meeting! Pastor is praying for great
weather so we can hopefully meet on the
21st outside! The 21st will be our last
class for this year!  

Fancy Fingers
Fancy Fingers will meet on
Friday April 16th from 9-4.
Bring any project you are
working on and a sack lunch.
Enjoy a wonderful day of
fellowship, laughter, and
productivity (Sometimes!) We
would love to have you join
us!!!!



Looking for a Fun Summer Job?
L U T H E R A N  L A K E S I D E  C A M P 

S P I R I T L A K E I O W A 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE WITH YOUR SUMMER 

Apply today and become a SUMMER STAFF 
www.lutheranlakeside.com/employment 

LOOKING FOR COOKS | COUNSELORS | SUPPORT
STAFF | HEALTH COORDINATOR | WATERFRONT

COORDINATOR 
Summer staff receive housing, meals, and pay all summer!

Perfect for young adults, school employees, and retired
individuals.

 

Summer Camps Starting Registration

Fredsville has camp information in the box outside of
the church office on the following camps:

   EWALU  Camp- Strawberry Point, Iowa
   Riverside Bibe Camp - Story City, Iowa
   Lutheran Lakeside Camp - Spirit Lake, Iowa

Baptism of
Audrey Mae Bakker

Sunday -April 18 
10/20/20 -- 6 lbs 2 oz -- 19 1/2 inches

Parents: Amanda & Nathan Bakker
Grandparents: Larry & LeAnn Bakker 

 Alan & Lori Heitman
Sponsors: Jordan & Jessi Bakker 

 Paul & Lisa Heitman
 
 

          New Born Picture                                                                                              Now with brother, Calvin

Spring is Here! 
Our  cemetery garden will soon be in bloom with the
warmer weather.  And that means it is time for a
volunteers to help weed and tend to the plants so the
garden is again a beautiful site.  Please contact Jean Loger
at jjloger@gmail or 319-269-3236 for further information.



Q & A
"Getting to Know your Church Council Members"

Part 1
by Sue Green

 

 I thought that you would enjoy learning more about your Church Council members. This month, I interviewed Church
Council President – Brenda Cooper, Church Council Vice-President Art Lupkes and Third Year Church Council
Member Heidi Mounce. I asked these three about their family, where they worked, how long they have attended
Fredsville, how they found out about Fredsville, whether they have been on church council before and what their
favorite thing is that they like about Fredsville. My last question (one that I ask everyone that I interview) was: what is
their favorite Bible verse?

Brenda Cooper:  Brenda Cooper has been attending Fredsville Lutheran Church for about 15
years. She started to attend church at Fredsville because she grew up Lutheran and was wanting
to “come home” so to speak.What stands out to Brenda about Fredsville is “the people”.  They
are very warm and welcoming. She also likes the mission work that Fredsville does.

Brenda has two children and two grandsons.  Her daughter Victoria is 30 and works in the
Waterloo School system as a para-educator with a special needs child.  She is the mother of
Simon, her little red headed grandson, who always keeps her laughing and busy. Simon is 4 ½
and is in pre-school in Grundy Center.  Tori is engaged to Tristan and they are planning an
August 28th wedding. Tristan works at Richelieu in Grundy Center and makes the most delicious
ranch dressing and condiments. They currently live in Holland.

Brenda’s son Andrew is 27 and is in management at Walmart. He currently works between the Carroll and Boone stores.
His wife Bailey stays at home and takes care of her newest grandson, William, who is 6 months old.  They currently live in
Carroll.

Brenda keeps busy working as a Nurse Practitioner for an Orthopedic Surgeon.  She has been working for him for 20+
years. Brenda has been on Church Council before and was quick to say “yes” to not only being on Council again but also
serving as Council President.  Brenda’s favorite verse is Psalm 23:1 “The Lord is my Shepard, I shall not want.”

Art Lupkes:  Art Lupkes is a retired fire fighter and the former Chief of the Cedar Falls Fire
Department.  He has also worked second jobs doing carpentry and construction.In his
retirement, Art enjoys doing small odd jobs and small construction projects to keep busy. Art
and his wife Bev enjoy traveling and have been fortunate to travel throughout the United
States and abroad.

Art’s family consists of his wife Bev and their three grown children:Mandy, Josh and Nick.
Mandy and her husband Shane live in Ankeny, Iowa with their two children: Carter and
Kayleigh. Josh lives near Coggon, Iowa and has four children: Allie, Maya, Macie and Aiden.
Nick lives in Apple Valley, Minnesota.

Art and Bev started to attend Fredsville in 1971 after Art was discharged from the Air Force and having completed tech
school in Oklahoma. They both grew up in the Dike area and knew most of the people who attended Fredsville.  Art has
served on the Church Council a number of times in the late 70s, 80s, and 00’s.  He has served as Council President at least
three times and has been a member of the Property Committee on and off for the last thirty years. Art is currently serving
his tenth year on the Cemetery Committee

What Art likes most about Fredsville is “the people” because they care about one another.  Art also enjoys the way the
children respond to helping out with our church services.  Art’s favorite Bible verses are John 3:16 “For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have eternal life.” and
Psalm 23 “The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside
the still waters. He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. Yea, though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death,I will fear no evil; For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 
 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over. Surely
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”



Heidi Mounce: Heidi Mounce grew up attending Fredsville and has always attended except for
the six years that she and Jeremy lived in Florida. Attending Fredsville feels “like home” to
Heidi.She likes that the people are so welcoming and kind. This is the third year of Heidi’s first
term as serving on Church Council.

Heidi is married to Jeremy. They have two children who attend the Cedar Falls Schools. Their
son – Miles is 16 years old and their daughter - Violet is 11 years old.Heidi is a 3rd Grade
Teacher at Cedar Heights elementary in Cedar Falls. 

Heidi’s favorite Bible verse is Matthew 7:7 “Ask, and it shall be given unto you; seek, and he
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.”

Thank you, Brenda, Art and Heidi for serving on Fredsville’s Church Council! Your time and efforts while serving
as leaders, especially during this time of the Covid Pandemic, are greatly appreciated! 

Theologican 
of the Month
P A S T O R  B A R B A R A  B R O W N  T A Y L E R

This month we are highlighting a theologian, Bible scholar, or pastor that you might be interested in learning more
about! The goal is to introduce you to new thinkers, writers, and speakers that have something to say about the world
we are living in and new perspectives on how we engage and relate to God!

Barbara Brown Taylor is an American Episcopal priest, professor, author and theologian and is one of the United
States' best-known preachers. In 2014, the TIME magazine placed her in its annual TIME 100 list of most influential
people in the world

Taylor did her undergraduate studies at Emory University where she graduated in 1973. She then went on to study at
Yale Divinity School, where she graduated in 1976. She was ordained in 1984, and became the rector of Grace-
Calvary Episcopal Church (Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta) in Clarkesville, Georgia in 1992. She later left parish ministry
and became a full-time professor at Piedmont College in Demorest, Georgia and an adjunct professor of Christian
spirituality at Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia. She taught World Religions and exposed her mainly
Christian students to other faiths so they could better understand how various groups worship.

Her first memoir, Leaving Church, won an Author of the Year award from the Georgia Writers Association in 2006. Her
next three books earned places on the New York Times bestseller list. Taylor has served on the faculties of Piedmont
College, Emory University, Mercer University, Columbia Seminary, Oblate School of Theology, and the Certificate in
Theological Studies program at Arrendale State Prison for Women in Alto, Georgia. Her latest book, Always a Guest,
was released in October 2020 from Westminster John Knox Press.

Links:
·https://barbarabrowntaylor.com/
·https://www.amazon.com/Barbara-Brown-Taylor/e/B001H6U4WK

https://barbarabrowntaylor.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Barbara-Brown-Taylor/e/B001H6U4WK


“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing!  Now it springs up; do you not
perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland…” 

– Isaiah 43:18-19
 

        As you are reading this, believe it or not, time keeps inching forward. For me and my family that means that
there are a lot of potential things happening all at the same time. At the construction of this piece, we are firmly
planted in the “First Call” process, we are working on re-packing our house, we are watching as Walter continues to
grow and learn, and to top it all off, we are looking forward to all the new things that God is up to in the world. Since
this is my second to last article for the Fredsville Newsletter, I figured I would spend a little time mapping out what is
happening with me soon so that you can be a part of the journey as well.

        For starters I have hit the point in my academic career where I am officially on the downhill slope. The 
semester is half over, the projects are shaping up nicely, and the books are getting read to the best of my ability.
There have been a lot of meaningful conversations and thought experiments along the way, and I feel like we are
going to be leaving this space on a higher point than we anticipated. Along with the end of my course work comes
graduation! It seems like just a few days ago that this journey began, but it has been nearly 3.5 years already. We
have come so far, and the journey is just changing gears again!

        My commencement ceremony takes place on Sunday, May 16, 2021! It is all online, so there is no need
 to travel or miss out on being a part of the festivities. I realize that graduating via Zoom is not ideal for anybody, but
the Seminary is doing the best they can to keep all of us safe, which includes our friends and families as well. The
ceremony is scheduled for 3:00 pm that afternoon and will be available for public viewing via a link that they have
not shared with us yet. Pastor Lisa and I have toyed with the idea of setting up a watch party at the church so that
more people could be a part of the day. Again, there are no formal plans at this point, but know that I will keep you
posted as things come together. You have all been a major part of the journey, so capping this leg off as a
community would mean a lot to me.

 Naturally, commencement is only one of the many parts to be considered in the weeks to come. The
 big piece is transitioning to my first call and my wife’s next call. This is an area of great anxiety for my family and I,
however we do have some information which has worked to alleviate some of that. As of this moment we are
looking at churches in Northwest Minnesota. We will be having conversations with the Bishop’s office and
interviewing with congregations soon. Chances are by the next newsletter we will have a much clearer picture of
where we might be landing. With this comes ordination, moving, and starting new calls. It will be a whirlwind of
things in a short period of time, so know that your ongoing support and prayer are greatly appreciated. In the end,
this is where we are. Leaning into the promises of God, relying on the power of the Holy Spirit, and anxiously
waiting for the path through the wilderness to manifest itself. As always if you have any questions or just want to
chat, reach out and we can figure something out.

 
      

T H E  I N T E R N ' S  C O R N E R

b y  I n t e r n  A n d y  G r a v e s

A  M o n t h l y  R e f l e c t i o n !



General Fund: $72, 351.46
Building Fund: $8,743.01
Memorial Fund: $13,935.17

Attendance: Pastor Lisa, Intern Andy Graves, Linda Nielsen, Brenda Cooper, Art Lupkes, Kathi Heidi, Sue Green,
Sharon Hemmen, Jana Hermann.   Absent: Cara Lott, Heidi Mounce & Trey Nuss

Call to Order:  President Brenda Cooper 

Devotions:  Pastor Lisa led the devotions on “Seeking God’s Wisdom” using the D-365 Devotional.  Verses from
Matthew 5 and Psalm 19 were read.

Treasurer’s Report:  Linda Nielsen
As of Date:

Secretary’s Report: Sue Green emailed the minutes from the February 21, 2021 meeting out to the Council members
on February 22, 2021.They were approved electronically so they could be published in the March newsletter. 

New Business Discussed:
1. Jean Loger made a request to hold a Piano Recital for 7 students at the church with a reception held
outdoors. The Piano Recital would be held the end of May/beginning of June. Seating would be limited with
face masks mandatory along with social distancing being practiced. Sue Green made the motion and Sharon
Hemmen seconded the motion with the limit of 6 family members per each piano student be approved. The
motion passed.

 

      2. The Council voted to make the recommendation to the Worship Committee to hold an in-person Easter   
            Service on April 4th. Masks will be required along with social distancing (sitting in every other pew).It will be
            one family per pew with singletons and couples able to share a pew. To attend this service, families will be
            required to reserve a spot with the church secretary. Once the reservation list is full, then a new list of
            reservations will be started for holding a second service, using the same rules.  To allow time for the
            sanitization of the church between services, the first service will be held at 9:00 a.m. – rather than the usual
            9:30.  The second service will then be held at 11:00.  If a second service is needed, Jean Loger will be asked
            to contact the Dike-New Hartford School to use their room sanitizer. If their machine is unavailable, Sue Green
            volunteered to find one for our church to use. 

 

             3. The Easter service will be posted on YouTube( like the rest of the Sunday services are). Pastor Lisa
 explained  that live-streaming the Easter service is not an option as the CFU band-width is not strong enough 
 at Fredsville.

 

             4. Prior to Lent, the confirmation students met using ZOOM. The advantage for meeting on ZOOM is that the
 students can do activities. If the Confirmation students were to meet in person at the church, they (the  
 confirmation student and their parent) would be limited to each pair sitting at one table with no moving   
 amongst  tables allowed. This would take away the fun (and memorable) activities that the confirmation
students like to do.

 

             5. Fredsville celebrates its 150th anniversary on March 8th. Sue Green, a member of the 150th Anniversary
 Committee, has been asked to read a short history of the early church on Sunday, March 7th. Jean Loger,
 Chair of the 150th Anniversary Committee is going to be writing this up, using the book “Growing up Danish” 
 by Elna  Petersen, a member of Fredsville. Note: Due to the Pandemic, the original plans for the 150th  
 Anniversary have   been put on hold.

 

              6. A thank you from Mark Anderson, Northeastern Iowa Synod, was received for the $5,000 donated by
              Fredsville in 2020. Fredsville has made a Statement of Intent to donate $5,000 again in 2021 to the
              Northeastern Iowa Synod.

               

Fredsville Lutheran Church
Council Minutes
Thursday, March 4, 2021 

7:30 p.m. via ZOOM 



Cemetery
Farm
Endowment – This Committee is in need of a Chair. Brenda Cooper will be calling for a meeting in 

            the near future.
Property
Mutual Ministry
Worship Team
Service Team
Proclamation Team
Ministry Support Team

 7. A request was made to Intern Andy to make a list of what responsibilities he has been doing and how he
 has  been helping Pastor Lisa as an Intern at Fredsville. Plans will then need to be made to have these things

             done  by someone else after he graduates. 

Upcoming Reminders: The Northeastern Iowa Synod’s “God’s Work – Our Hands” is going to be held on September
12th. It has been suggested that a service project benefitting refugees be found as this will tie-in nicely with Fredsville
being founded by Danish refugees.

Committee Reports: 

Pastor Report:
               1. Midweek Lenten services have been held on February 17th (Ash Wednesday), February 24th and March
               3rd. Attendance has been “light”. These Lenten services are available on-line for those that didn’t or couldn’t
               make it to church.

               2. With on-line services, you cannot track what the attendance is like you can with in-person services.  It is
               estimated that twice as many people watch the on-line church services as compared to the number of people
               that attend in person. Through Fredsville’s on-line services, a former Parishioner from Pastor Lisa’s
               Davenport Church, has been watching. Also, another couple that knows Pastor Lisa have been regular on-
               line attenders and have sent in a donation.

Intern Report: 
               1. Intern Andy graduates on May 16th.

               2. Intern Andy and his wife Megan have been filling out paperwork in their search to become Pastors at
               churches “out west”.

               3. There are five that are in the Book Study that Intern Andy is leading.

Closing Prayer:  Due to the time constraints for Pastor Lisa and Sharon Hemmen to be on another Zoom, the closing
prayer was not said. 

Next Meeting: Thursday, March 25th @ 7:30 p.m. using ZOOM; Intern Andy will be responsible for the devotions.
Looking ahead, the April Council meeting will be held on Thursday, April 22nd @ 7:30 on ZOOM.

Respectfully Submitted:  Sue Green, Secretary

New Website &  Mobile App for Fredsville
 

Over the past several months, Gary Karr & Dan Crotty have
been working with Tithe.ly to create a new website, and
mobile App.  The new software makes on-line and mobile
giving easy and also has an array of church management
tools for both staff and members.

Check out the website at www.fredsvillelutheran.org  and
on your phone go to the App Store to download the Tithe.ly
Church App for Fredsville.



Definition
Lent is the forty-day season (excluding Sundays) of penitence and preparation for
the Three Days of Holy Week and Easter.

A Very Brief History
The term “Lent” originally comes from the Anglo-Saxon word “lencten” which
means “spring.” This is the time, in the Northern Hemisphere, when the days are
lengthening. The season began as period of fasting leading up to the Vigil of
Easter. Catechumens, those preparing for baptism at Easter, would fast and
spend days in intense preparation. For those that were already baptized, Lent was
a period to be renewed in their faith by studying the Bible, the Creed and the
Lord’s Prayer.

 

The appointed liturgical color for Lent is purple because purple has long been associated with royalty. In this case,
Christ reigns from a cross.
Currently, the ancient understanding of Lent as both a time for baptismal preparation and baptismal renewal is being
rediscovered in Lutheran rites and practice. Many congregations hold mid-week services during Lent and a baptismal
renewal theme is particularly appropriate for these.
Many congregations refrain from speaking or singing the word “alleluia” during Lent. “Burying” the alleluia occurs at
the conclusion of worship on Transfiguration Sunday and it is restored at either the Vigil of Easter or Easter Sunday. A
Lenten acclamation replaces the alleluia verse in preparation for hearing the Gospel

Although it was originally only a two-day period of preparation, Lent became a three-week preparatory period in the middle
of the fourth century and then this was further expanded into six-weeks, or forty days. By the end of the fifth century, there
was a desire to exclude Sundays from Lent since Sundays are always celebrated as feasts of the Resurrection. Thus Lent
begins not on Sunday, but on Ash Wednesday. The current practice of forty days of Lent recall Jesus’ forty-day fast in the
wilderness after his Baptism (Matthew 4:2, Luke 4:1-2) as well as Moses’ forty-day fast on Mount Sinai (Exodus 34:28)

A Few Notes on Current Practice

Stations of the Cross
A Practice During Lent

 

It is during this time in the
Christian Calendar that we take
some time to examine our life in
light of the cross.

It started with St. Francis of Assisi
and has continued to our day.

Walking through the stations of
the cross is a devotional exercise. 
 During this time we affirm our
solidarity with Christ. We
experience his love afresh as we
consider what he went through on 

 our behalf, and we not only meditate on what it
means to carry our crosses, but use this time to

engage in habits that help us live sacrificial cross-
shaped lives.  For Jesus said, “Whoever wants to be

my disciple must deny themselves and take up their
cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save

their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for
me will save it (Luke 9:23-24 NIV).

LENT
LENT
LENT



most common forms of abuse included denial of critical care, physical injury, exposure to illegal drugs or dangerous
substance, and sexual abuse.

Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) helps combat child abuse through prevention, safety, and stability services, as well as
mental and behavioral health care.

Through regular in-home visits to families, LSI Early Childhood Services prevent child abuse by giving parents the
support, education, and resources they need to build a healthy, stable home for their children. In 2020, our Early
Childhood programs provided more than 18,000 in-home and virtual visits to families.

Empowering Iowa Families
Gaylene was overwhelmed raising three young boys. Finances were strained and she and her partner, José, worked
hard to make ends meet. Suddenly, well into her second trimester, Gaylene learned she was pregnant with her
daughter, Julieanna. Left with less time to prepare her home for a fourth child, Gaylene was stressed at the thought of
welcoming a little girl into a house with three energetic older brothers. And once Julieanna was born, Gaylene began
experiencing postpartum depression.

Gaylene enrolled in LSI Early Childhood Services for help, and she and José began meeting with their LSI worker,
Kellie. She provided the family with age-appropriate ideas and developmental activities for the kids, and served as a
shoulder to lean on whenever Gaylene or José needed guidance or advice. Gaylene recently graduated from college
with a degree in early childhood education, and her family is thriving. Gaylene also graduated out of LSI services last
year. The family still keeps in touch with Kellie, and Gaylene says she will forever be grateful for the support she
received when times were difficult.

“We got so used to Kellie coming to our home for five years, it’s going to be different. But now I know where to turn and
how to help my family down the road,” Gaylene says. “I feel like Kellie and LSI actually care about people and parents.” 

 Welcome Rev. Kyle Barton 
Rev. Kyle Barton is the new Spiritual Life Leader providing faith-based programming on
LSI’s two residential treatment campuses, Bremwood in Waverly and Beloit in Ames. He
will oversee the Spiritual Life program, which offers voluntary activities, such as music and
art, for children to enjoy, and lead regular chapel and youth group sessions. We are also
excited to expand our Spiritual Life program to further support LSI staff and serve as a
representative to the ELCA community. Pastor Kyle began his ordained career with a call
to St. James Lutheran Church in Allison, Iowa, after completing a bachelor’s degree at
Wartburg College in Waverly and a Master of Divinity degree at Wartburg Theological
Seminary in Dubuque.

 Prior to his call to St. James, Pastor Kyle served as a pastoral intern in Dubuque at St.
Peter Lutheran Church while also working as an on-call chaplain for Mercy Medical Center
in Dubuque. “I am excited to engage God’s children through the ministry that is LSI,”
Pastor Kyle says. “I am pleased to have the opportunity to journey alongside the clients,
staff, and benefactors of LSI, all the while living out the Gospel promise of Jesus Christ. I
look forward to getting to know the greater LSI community in the months to come.” 

In his free time, Pastor Kyle enjoys spending time in the outdoors with his family through a
multitude of activities such as camping, hiking, boating, fishing, skiing (Nordic and
downhill), and hunting, in addition to traveling around the country and abroad. In his
previous call, Pastor Kyle also thoroughly enjoyed volunteering as an EMT with the Allison
Ambulance Service. We look forward to seeing the many ways Pastor Kyle will make a
life-changing impact on the children and teens we are privileged to serve!

Rev. Kyle Barton
Spiritual Life Leader 

April 2021, LSI Bulletin/Newsletter Article and
Story
National Child Abuse Prevention Month
According to the most recent Iowa Department of Human Services
data,  9,532 Iowa children were subject to abuse or neglect. The


