April 2021

The monthly Newsletter of:

Agnus Dei Lutheran Church
Gather in Grace

Grow in Faith

Go in Service

The congregation of Agnus Dei Lutheran Church celebrates the amazing
diversity of God’s beloved children. We welcome all, regardless of age,
ethnicity, abilities, faith background, race, family configuration, socioeconomic
status, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression. We enthusiastically
invite you into this worshiping congregation as we strive to share God’s
inclusive love with everyone in our community and in our world.

Pastor’s Message
Every month, I sit down to think about what I will write for the newsletter article, wondering what I
could possibly come up with. This year, in particular, I wonder what there is to talk about. When
we’ve all been cooped up and separated so long, what could there possibly be to write about?
In my search for inspiration, I looked through the April newsletter articles from the previous years. I
read about Bishop Dionysus encouraging Christians to celebrate Easter during the Plague of
Alexandria (2020); I read about what sets the Church apart from an unfortunate local Elks Club, and
Pastor Seth Novak
what it means to rise from death (2019); I read about a very long, very full Council meeting which
heralded both the adoption of our Reconciling in Christ Welcome Statement and the beginning of our relationship
with the refugee family from Guatemala we co-sponsored (2018); and I read about the launch of our home
communion ministers (2017).
All of this reminded me of our tradition over the last few years of decorating butterflies for Easter, how they burst
from the wooden box on Easter morning to alight all around the sanctuary. Each of these stories is a butterfly, an
example of new life springing up in this congregation, something new bursting out of something old. They are
wonderful Easter stories, and I find myself somewhat awed by the way they all seemed to come to fruition about
this time of year.
I know that this is the second Easter in a row where we are not able to be in our building. I know it seems like we
are in a holding pattern, waiting with bated breath for lower case numbers and more vaccinations so that we can
get back to the business of living our lives. I think of the pandemic, and I think of those butterflies—all the new life
and the new ways of doing ministry experienced by Agnus Dei over these past few years. We may be waiting to
return to “normal” life, but our “normal” life together as a congregation is filled with newness, growth and change.
I wonder if, in these days, we exist in something of a chrysalis: quietly, patiently waiting to emerge in a new form. I
wonder if this is true for us as a congregation, but also for the whole Church. For all the suffering, grief, isolation
and fear this pandemic has brought with it for us, it has also pushed us to grow faster and further than we ever
have before. A year ago, we were all learning on our feet how to worship online, how to stay connected without
being able to gather, how to find community when all we had were computers, televisions and smartphones. What
once seemed impossible now seems, well… normal. It may not be the way we prefer to gather or to worship, but it
has sustained us through this period of hibernation. What’s more, we are already recognizing the value of these
new skills in growing our ministry and our community even after we are able to gather again.
For better or for worse, the Church will never be the same as it was in February of last year. Pandora’s box has
been opened, and all the evils of the pandemic have escaped; but last to emerge is hope. I find myself thinking of
another enclosure, sealed with a stone, that was found open one Sunday morning. Nothing was the same after
that, either. Now, the days are surely coming when the tip of the chrysalis will split, just a tiny bit, and we will begin
the work of emerging. I am curious to see what is about to emerge.

Christ is risen!
Pr. Seth

April Greetings from the Church Council
Highlights of the March 9, 2021 Council Meeting
Devotions by Pastor Seth: Help Me to Believe in Beginnings by Ted Loder.
Music Audition: Council approved the use of the building by Coni Liljengren and two
others for a music audition.
Community Involvement: Council approved 30 days overnight guest parking for
someone whose needs are known to the Gig Harbor community. Most churches are
only able to offer 2-3 nights at a time. A week of lodging assistance was previously
provided through Agnus Dei Community Assistance Funds. Our guest’s daily/evening needs are assisted
by the community, such as the YMCA. The Church/Council coordinates with Dawn Wagner at FISH.
Hosting a Student: The Council is excited to host a PLTS (Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary) Ministry in Context student and will request a support committee. There is minimal cost involved. This accomplishes a goal to offer internships at Agnus Dei.
Covenant Congregation: Discussed and agreed to to remain a Covenant Congregation with Elisio
(formerly Tacoma Lutheran Retirement Community). Denny Sapp is the contact person.
Treasurer’s Report: Council approved proposed budget modifications from the Finance Committee, but
tabled one recommendation. Congregation will review in May. Approved redistribution of funds to include
Evangelism. The Designated Funds account will move from First Citizens Bank to the ELCA Credit Union
to gain interest and to support the ELCA. The current Officers are approved as check signers. Julie Bell is
successfully transitioning some bookkeeping tasks to George Unruh.
Mortgage Payment Schedule: Proposal to Mission Investment Fund for gradual increase of the mortgage payments, to 50% by September, and100% starting January 1, 2022.

Little Lambs Preschool: Continues to move forward for Fall opening. Part of the Payroll Protection Plan
(PPP) funds are allocated to Little Lambs staff.
Church Internet: Council approved increase to internet bandwidth with Comcast. Per Pastor Seth the
infrastructure needs upgrading.
Nominating Committee: Outgoing Council Board Members are Beverly Buster, Julie Bell (remains
Treasurer) and Bob Nussbaum. Outgoing Little Lambs Board Members: Dave Marquardt, Maggie Rodgers,and Nels Peterson.
Native American: The Peninsula Native American Education Program successfully campaigned for the
School Board to name the new Elementary School across from the YMCA -”Swift Waters.” The school
name has the support of the Puyallup Tribe. The School Board unanimously approved the name.

Storm Drainage: Bob Nussbaum reports the silt level is 60%. The removal is considered biohazardous
waste.
Next Council Meeting is April 13, 2021: Sherry Stava requested to meet in person due to so much internet interference. Council approved to accommodate both in-person and Zoom for the April meeting.
Peace and Blessings to all Beverly Buster, President
Council Members: Denny Sapp, Julie Bell, Susan Whitney, Gene Kuest, Deb Brueckner, Sherry Stava,
Dick Ohme, Bob Nussbaum, Charlene Franz, Pastor Seth, Sister Ann.
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Please let Pastor Seth know if you are in need of pastoral care. If you would like to be contacted please call the office at 253-851-6222 or email pastorseth@agnusdeilutheran.org
In an emergency, you can reach Pastor Seth at 253-448-3481.

We remember in prayer:
For comfort and for healing:
 Marian Ano
 Barbara Ausich
 Deb Brueckner
 Audrey Clinton
 Richard and Marilyn
Hermstad
 Martha Johnson
 Jack Oakes











George Mitchell
In service to our country:
Toni Ortenzo
 CAPT. Jenny Nussbaum, US Public
Joannah Powers
Health Service
Anne Sapp
Myra Snider
Prayers of Thanksgiving
Johnny Tierny
*for the birth of baby Tage (see celebraRose VanderKlomp
tions page 10)
Trudy Wagner
Dick and Eunice Werner

Holy Week Worship
Palm/Passion Sunday, March 28
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Evening Prayer at 7:00 PM
Maundy Thursday, April 1, 7:00 PM
Good Friday, April 2, 7:00 PM
Easter Vigil, April 3, 10:00 AM, Baptism on Zoom 4:30 PM,
Holy Communion 7:00 PM

Easter Sunday, April 4, 9:45 AM,
Drive Through Holy Communion begins at 1:00 PM

Mark Your Calendars: The next Congregational Meeting is coming up on
Sunday, May 16 (on Zoom), at 10:30 am.
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Minister of Programs, Sister Ann Shultz

Save the Date!
Plant Exchange
May 1, 2021, 12:00 PM—2:00 PM
Bring your extra seedlings, houseplant cuttings, thinned
plants, etc. to share with friends and neighbors. This is a
great way to reach out to the community as well as being
a lot of fun. Invite your friends and neighbors and help
spread the word about this event. There will also be a
couple of master gardeners available to answer all of your gardening questions.
This will be an outdoor event. If you have any canopystyle tents or folding tables that we can utilize for this
event, please let Sister Ann know.
Watch for more details in the upcoming Thursday emails
and on our Facebook page.

Available at the front door of the church

Forum, Sundays at 8:30 AM via Zoom
Join forum from the link on the Events page of our website, or the weekly email, or you may join by phone by calling 253215-8782, follow the prompts using meeting ID 889 7318 2418 and the passcode 507066
April 4th —There will be no forum on the 4th to celebrate Easter
April 11th —Joy Stanford will return to discuss ways that she continues to be involved in the community and in politics.
She continues to stay active. Joy and her husband, David, came and joined us for our inaugural Racial Justice vigil event.
Come hear her thoughts of post 2020 election life.
April 18th — Carol Dana will lead us in a forum review and brainstorming session. Please come help us evaluate where we
have been this last year and where we desire to go as far as forum topics. Your input will help direct us as we seek to provide topics of interest to our church community beginning this Fall.
April 25th —This will be the first of a series of five forums with an emphasis on Native American life. We will begin with a
look at the Doctrine of Discovery and a general history overview of Native people in the U.S. What is the history that puts
us where we are today?
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May 2nd —Native American Art will be explored. This includes local displays. How do Native Americans express their culture through art? Come find out.

Faith Community Nurses
Jesus said to them, “The light is with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the
light, so that the darkness may not overtake you.” John 12:35, Lutheran Study Bible
Alleluia! He has risen! He has risen, indeed.
This year Easter, my favorite holiday, is in April. Perhaps you recall that we talked about being hopeful in the February article because of the promise of vaccine distributions. Easter is the season for hope and renewal, and that is
especially true this year. Each Easter offers the promise of new life. The question this year is, what will our new life
look like in 2021?
As I write this in mid-March, newscasters have announced that a year ago, the World Health Organization declared the COVID virus outbreak a global pandemic. By late March and early April, “lockdown” had occurred in the
United States. This year, many are acknowledging a string of pandemic milestones: first pandemic birthday, first
pandemic holiday, and first pandemic panic attack! The list goes on and on.
In November, most of us turned our clocks back, knowing that we had to face a dark, dreary winter. Beginning
March 14th, Daylight Saving Time brought you an extra hour of daylight. As coronavirus cases in the U.S. decline
and vaccinations rise, it does actually feel like there might be some light at the end of this pandemic tunnel.
Extra light not only brings some relief to SAD (seasonal affective disorder) patients; we can all reap the benefits of
longer days and more light. According to Dr. Rosenthal, a clinical professor of psychiatry at Georgetown University,
light can cause a shift in our emotional states because it’s a stimulant sending signals back to the part of our
brains that regulates emotional responses, even increasing the production of serotonin, a natural stimulant.
Right now, longer light means that we can do more outdoor activities, like socializing with friends and family. However, it is not the time to let down our guards; the pandemic is not yet over. Don’t take risks or change the safety
protocols that you have been following.
Here are a few pandemic-friendly ways to enjoy that bonus of light coming your way, with a few ideas borrowed
from an article by Holly Burns in the New York Times (And none of them involve getting on Zoom!):
1. De-litter your neighborhood. One of the things that I received for my March birthday from my daughter was
a grabber tool. She said,” You are always complaining about litter where you are walking. Now you can do
something about it.” In Sweden there is a fitness craze called “plocka upp” which means literally to pick
up litter while jogging. I am not a jogger, but now I can walk and pick up litter. What a wholesome mission!
2. Take up paddle sports. How lucky are most of us who live near some stretch of water; most prominently Gig
Harbor itself. There are places to rent or purchase kayaks and paddle boards right in the harbor. Maybe you
have no interest in getting out on the water. That’s just fine. But you might enjoy traveling to the waterfront, whether it is Gig Harbor or Puget Sound or a nearby lake, and just watch all of the activities enjoyed
by others.
3. Revive the old-fashioned evening walk. Walking, particularly walking while paying attention to the wonders
around you, can have benefits for your physical and mental health. It is a great time to be reminded of the
changing seasons as you began to notice the bright green leaves returning to deciduous trees, along with
the beauty of flowering bushes and spring flowers. We are so lucky to live where there is so much spring
growth. Tap into that new life.
4. Cook dinner over an open flame. Okay, I know that summer barbecues are a way off, but using your outdoor
grill is a real treat this time of year. Another way to enjoy the outdoors is to bring some of the camping gear
out into the covered patio. Break out the Coleman stove and cook dinner for the whole family. Perhaps you
will gain better skills with the practice for your upcoming summer camping trips.

5. Get your hands in the dirt. Plant something with color for your enjoyment or take what you have grown to a
local assisted living facility to brighten the halls or dining area for the people that aren’t able to get outside.
(continued)
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(continued)
6. Watch the sunset. Sometimes that is a challenge in our cloudy, often rainy Pacific Northwest. When those skies
are blue, even partially blue, head for a spot with a vista to watch the sun sink below the horizon.
How do we navigate our lives right now? That is our daily challenge. It’s important to put things on our schedules that
bring us joy. Even if you’re not an outdoorsy person, exposing yourself to even a tiny slice of nature can help to lift your
spirits and to clear your mind.
Dr. Jakube, from Mount Royal University, Calgary, Alberta, studies the impact of natural spaces and parks on patients
and caregivers. After a field trip outdoors, 93% of her palliative care patients agreed that natural spaces provided emotional comfort. My hope is that you will each find a renewed sense of hope as you find more light in your lives.
Zoe Holmes, RN

Agnus Dei Book Group
All are invited to participate in
the book group. Next meeting on
Sunday, April 18 at noon to discuss Home for Erring and Outcast
Girls by Julie Kibler
In May, the group will meet on
Sunday, May 23, the Sunday after
the May congregational
meeting, also at noon to discuss:
The White Tiger by Aravind Adiga.

All are welcome, even if you
haven’t read the books, please
join us!
Contact either Susan Whitney or
Linda Zehnder with questions, we are meeting on
Zoom and the link is on the events page and in
This Week at Agnus Dei emails.

Spring Has Sprung!
Spring is upon us and new growth abounds! Especially in the lawn and gardens of our beloved church.
We had a whopping 16 volunteers show up for the Spring Clean Work Party on Saturday, March 27. A big thank you for all
their work trimming, weeding and general sprucing up of the landscape. What an improvement!
With spring, the grass has come alive! We are looking for a couple of volunteers to commit to mowing the same full week
each month till fall. We have volunteers for the first
and second full week but could use one for each of
the third and forth weeks. Two self-propelled Honda walk-behinds gas and blower are in the mower
shed behind the sanctuary.
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Only the front two sections of lawn and the playground need mowing by such volunteers - approximately less than an hour once a month. The rear,
north hill, and edging are covered. Exceptions and
excuses can be easily accommodated. Remember,
"God's work is its own reward."

Stewardship, Building a Culture of Generosity
Generosity Shown to Strangers
Generosity is shown in many different ways. Two members of our congregation (they would prefer to be anonymous)
were able to show kindness and generosity to a family of strangers whose car broke down in front of their home. It
soon became apparent that the car would need to be towed. The rest of the story is told in their own words.
The family (2 sweet little girls) ended up being there for four hours; first sticking really close to the car, then finally moving into our yard in chairs I brought out for them. I went to wave them goodbye around 6 pm but saw the wrecker
DRIVE OFF! It couldn't accommodate a car stuck in park. So the man had to call another one.
It was getting dark and cold by then; I brought out blankets and hot tea; my neighbor made peanut butter sandwiches
for them. I invited the wife and girls to the back of our house where we have a space with lights and heater. I also
brought out a basket of fun-kid-stuff for the girls. They were so good throughout.
I suggested that if they wanted to come inside into the basement/guest area, the girls could sleep while they waited for
the dad to ride home with the second wrecker (to Sammamish!) and then come back to pick them up.
An interesting twist is that they have been in the US for four years from Egypt and they're Muslim. He is in charge of 20
Rite-Aid pharmacies in the Seattle area.
They were so reticent to accept our help but as the hours went by and things got more miserable, they accepted more
support. They were all able to go home together in the second wrecker. I was just so glad that we were there and could
support them a little!
I am glad that Agnus Dei has people like this in our congregation. As one of the people who forwarded this email along
to Pastor and then to me wrote, “I hope that this story makes your day, as it did mine when I read it.”
Mike Snowden
Stewardship Committee

Tithe.ly— When We Can’t Gather in Person, We Can Still Gather Our Gifts
If you have not yet changed to our new electronic offering program, Tithe.ly, please take some time to do so now.
Tithe.ly is an easy system for givers to navigate simply by clicking the “Give” tab on our website.
If you are new to online giving you might just be surprised how easy it is. If you need help, Bob Nussbaum, our financial secretary, will be happy to assist in this process.
2021 Budget Update from the Treasurer, Julie Bell

As mentioned in the President’s report last month, Agnus Dei received a Paycheck Protection Program loan for this
year of $67,270. We expect this to be converted to a grant after the report of how these funds are used is submitted
to the federal government this summer.
We were just notified in mid-March that the Mission Investment Fund has approved our request for reduced payments
on the church mortgage loan for 2021. The MIF has approved interest-only payments of approximately $5,500 for the
first six months of the year. In the third quarter, we will pay $7,000 per month, and in the fourth quarter, $8,500 per
month.
This request was approved with the agreement that we will return to paying full mortgage payments of $10,036 as of
January 2022.
This amendment to our mortgage loan requires us to pay a total of $79,500 this year. In 2022 our mortgage payment
obligation will return to $120,432.
The Council will present more information about the budget and our financial status at the Congregation meeting on
May 16, 2021.
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Community Outreach—Projects Update
Many thanks for all the hats, socks, coats, sweaters and blankets
that you donated for the homeless during our Cold Weather Clothing Drive in March. So many people benefited from your gifts of
warmth! Dane Beals reports, contrary to what we might have
thought, that the folks really like the COLORFUL hats and thoroughly
enjoyed choosing from the array of hand crafted beanies in many
colors and sizes offered to them. We may have thought that scraps
of yarn were a waste, but that, apparently, is not so! Good job repurposing, knitters. Donations of washable yarn are always welcome.
April Event
On April 8th we will serve lasagna dinner at Peace Lutheran in TacomaCovid style with lasagna, rolls, and fruit in take out boxes. Thanks Linda
Ribary for taking the lead on this event.
The Quilters are back! Quilts and Kit Production is Back On
A small group is meeting on Mondays from 1-4, with Covid guidelines in
place.
The Spring Lutheran World Relief sending of quilts and kits will be the
last week of April in cooperation with Peninsula Lutheran and First Community Lutheran of Port Orchard.
We have asked Thrivent for assistance with baby kits. For our part, we need to donate flannel for diapers and
blankets, bath sized soap and hand towels. If you can donate any of these, leave items by the front door labeled LWR. Used flannel sheets are excellent for diapers.
For the future:
Many things are unknown, but it is fairly certain that “in-person “ school will start in the Fall. Our faithful
seamstress, Gail Brandt, has already prepared 30+ bags for LWR school kits. So we have a tall order to fill
those bags. Usually we see sales on school supplies in July and August, but there are some school supply specials on currently.
Here is the list for kits:
 70 page spiral notebooks
 Regular pens-no gel
 #2 pencils-unsharpened
 blunt scissors
 pencil sharpener
 pink eraser(1/2” x 2 1/2”)
 wooden ruler-12 inch/ 30 centimeter
 crayons-16 or 24 pack
We will also be giving some school supplies locally.
Extra special thanks for all your generosity. It is a privilege to channel your many gifts.
Ronnie for the Community Connections Committee
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Congratulations to Leif, Katie and
Erik on the birth of their new baby, Tage Morgan.
Tage was born just a couple of
weeks ago, he weighed in at 7 lbs
8oz and was 19 inches long.
A warm welcome to Tage, the
newest member of Agnus Dei’s
family of faith!

We Celebrate...

Stay Connected
“Our building may be closed
but the church is open”
We may not be able to gather in person but there are
plenty of opportunities to stay connected.
Virtual Worship takes place on Sundays at 9:45 am preceded by Forum at 8:30 am and followed by Zoom Fellowship at 10:30 am. All services can be viewed live at the
appointed time by clicking the livestream link on our
webpage. The recordings will be left for viewing at any
later time. All Zoom meetings, Bible studies, and fellowship opportunities can be accessed from our church website’s Events page.

Serving in Worship, March
Assist Min

Lector

Recording Engineer

April 1 M.Thur

V Hardison

C Beals

J Beaudette

April 2 Good Fri

XX

B Shull

J Beaudette

April 3 Easter Vig

D Salge

XX

J Beaudette

April 4 Easter Day

M Colyar

D Krump

J Beaudette

April 11 Easter 2

L Miller

C Carlson

J Beaudette

April 18 Easter 3

B Beals

L Brentin

J Beaudette

April 25 Easter 4

T Bradford

P Davis

J Beaudette
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APRIL
1
3
5
6
8
11
13
14
15
16
17
18
20
23
24
26
28
30

BIRTHDAYS
Gail Brandt
Ginny Eilers
Katie Duncan
David Salge
Pam Martin, Daryl Daugs
Gloria Witt
David Moore
George Kenefick
Austin Moore
Audrey Clinton
Olin Hogeberg, Virginia Witt-Abbott
Kathy Fox, Peter Wagner
Mary Francis
Sue Burnett, Olivia Iversen
Jenny Nussbaum
Dianna Carlson
Susan Luebeck, Beverly Buster
Coni Liljengren

APRIL
1
3
9
17
10
20
28

ANNIVERSARIES*
Leif and Katie Dobszinsky
Lance and Marilyn Colyar
Kimberly Morgan and Paul Gross
Robin Winslow and Heinz Malon
Al Abbott and Virginia Witt Abbott
Dave and Terri Schinkel
Salli and Carl Middleton

Racial Justice– Steps In Understanding

Are you OK with our current reality in this country as depicted in the first frame? No?
Rev. Benjamin Wayman suggests that, “The people of God are a people of protest. Christians in America should see protest as part of our necessary proclamatory action that Jesus is Lord in a world that lives otherwise. We protest people
who disparage the image of God in other human beings. We protest policies and practices that fall short of love of
neighbor. We protest systems and patterns that privilege some and exploit others. We protest the politics of a world
that killed the author of life and is set on killing his disciples.
The politics of God’s kingdom is at odds with the politics of this world, which is why protest is a holy practice of God’s
people. Christian protest witnesses to the reality that all is not well in our world, and it announces the good news that
the kingdom of God is near. The whole of Christian life is a witness in protest. In this sense, the church doesn’t protest;
the church is a protest. (From an article, “Why do Christians Protest?” The Christian Century Oct. 20, 2020)

Racial Justice Vigils
All are invited to join the Justice Vigils on Saturday afternoons to proclaim to our community
what our deep commitment to racial justice leads
us to do. We hold vigil on Peacock Hill on the
sidewalk across from the church. As our statement on racial justice adopted last fall states, we
commit “To engage in work to end racism, to
promote social justice.” Meet at the church
parking lot at 2:45 for organizing with the signs
that are prepared: We Stand For...Equal Opportunity, Voting Rights, Respect for All, Racial Justice. All who embrace these values are encouraged to join in.
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April
7:00 PM
Worship

7:00 PM
Worship

7:00 PM
Worship
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Agnus Dei Lutheran Church
10511 Peacock Hill Ave NW
Gig Harbor, WA 98332
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The monthly newsletter of
Agnus Dei Lutheran Church
10511 Peacock Hill Ave NW
Gig Harbor, WA 98332
Submit newsletter items, subscription requests and address
changes to Editor/Church Administrator: Cindy Beals
253-851-6222 office@agnusdeilutheran.org
Church Staff
Pastor: Rev. Seth Novak
253-851-6222, pastorseth@agnusdeilutheran.org

Council
Julie Bell, Deb Brueckner, Beverly Buster, Charlene Franz, Gene Kuest,
Bob Nussbaum, Dick Ohme, Denny Sapp, Sherry Stava, Susan Whitney

Minister of Music: Shari Shull, Deacon
253-851-6222, sharishull@agnusdeilutheran.org
Minister of Programs: Sister Ann Shultz
253-851-6222, sisterann@agnusdeilutheran.org
Church Musician: Susan Luebeck
Church Administrator: Cindy Beals
253-851-6222, office@agnusdeilutheran.org

Little Lambs Preschool
Director/Teacher: Shannon Moore
Email:lambs@agnusdeilutheran.org
Financial Secretary: Kimberly Morgan
Little Lambs Board: Margaret Duncan, Dave Marquardt, Nels Peterson,
Rob Powers, Maggie Rodgers

Congregational President: Beverly Buster
Congregational Vice President: Denny Sapp
Council Secretary: Susan Whitney
Financial Secretary: Bob Nussbaum
Treasurer: Julie Bell
Faith Community Nurse: Zoe Holmes
Faith Community Nurse: Gwen Daugs
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