
 

The Church of St. John the Divine 
Palm Sunday March 28, 2021 

As people of God, we celebrate Christ in the heart of Victoria through joyful worship, 

building inclusive community, and putting faith into action. 

St. John’s acknowledges these ancestral lands of the Lekwungen speaking people. 

We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion 

and marriage) are available to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 

 

 

 

 
Assisi frescoes entry into Jerusalem, 1320. Artist: Pietro Lorenzetti 
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Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria. We are a community of faith 

in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of this community 

of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive 

and serving community which is open to all. 

Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that 

reflect the long history and heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and 

enjoy the words, music and opportunity for prayer and to be a part of our community. 

 

Worship in a time of COVID-19 : In these times when we must be careful in any gathering we 

have, appropriate protocols are in place. For the time being due to the instructions from the 

Provincial Health Officer we will be meeting virtually on Zoom and the services are also Live-

streamed. Please check our website on how to attend: stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/ or contact 

admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca  

  

We will continue to livestream the weekly service of Evensong. 

  

We continue to share daily prayer online with a link on our website daily.  

 

Contacting Us: We are all learning ways to build community "at a distance." We are checking 

phone messages and answering emails. The main email for contact is: 

admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for yourself or for another, there 

will be members of our Healing Prayer group who will offer their prayers. Please contact: the 

church office at the above email address. 

 

You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and 

when we don’t. Please stay and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 
  

mailto:stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/
mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
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The Donkey   

 

When fishes flew and forests walked 

And figs grew upon thorn, 

Some moment when the moon was blood 

Then surely I was born; 

With monstrous head and sickening cry 

And ears like errant wings, 

The devil's walking parody 

On all four-footed things. 

The tattered outlaw of the earth, 

Of ancient crooked will; 

Starve, scourge, deride me: I am dumb, 

I keep my secret still. 

Fools! For I also had my hour; 

One far fierce hour and sweet: 

There was a shout about my ears, 

And palms before my feet.  

 

 G.K. Chesterton (1874–1936)  
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10:00 am  Parish Eucharist 

The congregation is invited to join in the responses and prayers marked in bold print. 

Presider: The Venerable Alastair McCollum  

The Palm Gospel: Stephanie Wood  

Reader: Doug Henderson 

Passion Gospel: The Reverend Patrick Sibley, Michael King, Stephanie Wood, Kit Pearson 

Sermon: Stephanie Wood 

Intercessor: Susan Bansgrove 

Streaming Technician: Karen Coverett 

Musicians: Members of the Choristers of St. John the Divine 

 
 
 

The Gathering of the Community 

Welcome to all who are gathering online. 

The Church Family Prayer 

  Loving God, 

 All:  as we begin this holiest of weeks you have called us to be your family and to 

celebrate our life together in worship. We pray now, for all members of our 

family as we gather in our church buildings, our homes, and online. Through 

your spirit keep us united in love. Bless each of us with your beloved 

friendship. Teach us, gracious God, how to be your church in these times. 

Help us to know that we are your people, that we are your Family, always. 

Amen. 

 

Liturgy of the Palms 

 

Choral antiphon: 

Hosanna to the Son of David:  

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. Amen. 

 

Introduction 

  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

 All: Hosanna in the highest.  

   Dear friends in Christ,  

during Lent we have been preparing  

for the celebration of our Lord’s paschal mystery.  

On this day our Lord Jesus Christ  

entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph.  
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The people welcomed him with palms and shouts of praise,  

but the path before him led to self-giving, suffering and death.  

Today we greet him as our King,  

although we know his crown is thorns and his throne a cross.  

We follow him this week from the glory of the palms  

to the glory of the resurrection  

by way of the dark road of suffering and death.  

United with him in his suffering on the cross,  

may we share his resurrection and new life.   

  

Let us pray.  

  Assist us mercifully with your help, 

Lord God of our salvation, 

that we may enter with joy 

into the celebration of those mighty acts 

whereby you give us life and immortality; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 All: Amen.   

 

 

The Gospel of the Palms John 12:12-16 

 God is with you 

 All: And also with you. 

 Hear the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

All: Glory to you, O Christ. 

The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was 

coming to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet 

him, shouting, ‘Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord— 

the King of Israel!’ Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it is written: ‘Do 

not be afraid, daughter of Zion. Look, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s 

colt!’ His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was 

glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written of him and had 

been done to him. 

 The Gospel of Christ. 

 All:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Blessing of the Palms 

We raise our palms/branches/cutouts as a minister says, 

  God be with you.  

 All: And also with you.  
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  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  It is right to praise you, almighty God, 

for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us 

through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The Hebrews acclaimed Jesus as Messiah and King, 

with palm branches in their hands, crying, 

Hosanna in the highest. 

  May we also, carrying these emblems, go forth to meet Christ 

and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; 

who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, 

now and for ever. 

 All: Amen. 

   

Hymn  ST. THEODULPH 

 
Refrain:  

All glory, laud and honour  

 to thee, Redeemer, King,  

to whom the lips of children  

 made sweet hosannas ring. 

1. Thou art the King of Israel,  

 thou David’s royal Son,  

who in the Lord’s name comest,  

 the King and blessed one.    

Refrain 

3. The people of the Hebrews  

 with palms before thee went;  

our praise and prayer and anthems  

 before thee we present.   

Refrain 

2. The company of angels  

 are praising thee on high,  

and we with all creation  

 in chorus make reply. 

Refrain 

4. To thee before thy Passion  

 they sang their hymns of praise;  

to thee now high exalted  

 our melody we raise.    

Refrain 
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5. Thou didst accept their praises;  

 accept the prayers we bring,  

who in all good delightest,  

 thou good and gracious King. 

Refrain 

   Text: Theodulph of Orleans (750?-821), tr J. M. Neale (1818-1866), alt.  

 Music: ST. THEODULPH (CP 181) Melchior Teschner (1584-1635). 

 

The Collect of the Day 
Silence is kept. 

  Holy and immortal God, 

as we enter into this holy week 

turn our hearts to Jerusalem, 

so that, united with Christ and all the faithful, 

we may enter the city not made with hands, 

your promised realm of justice and peace, 

eternal from age to age. 

 All: Amen. A Prayer Book for Australia (1995) alt. 

  

 

The Proclamation of the Word 

  Let us listen for the Word of God in Holy Scripture. 

The First Reading Isaiah 50:4-9a 

The Lord GOD has given me 

   the tongue of a teacher,  

that I may know how to sustain 

   the weary with a word. 

Morning by morning he wakens— 

   wakens my ear 

   to listen as those who are taught.  

The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 

   and I was not rebellious, 

   I did not turn backwards.  

I gave my back to those who struck me, 

   and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

I did not hide my face 

   from insult and spitting.  
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The Lord GOD helps me; 

   therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like flint, 

   and I know that I shall not be put to shame;  

   he who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? 

   Let us stand up together. 

Who are my adversaries? 

   Let them confront me.  

It is the Lord GOD who helps me; 

   who will declare me guilty? 

All of them will wear out like a garment; 

   the moth will eat them up. 

  Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

Gradual  

Christus factus est pro nobis obediens  

usque ad mortem, mortem autem crucis. 

Propter quod et Deus exaltavit illum 

et dedit illi nomen, 

quod est super omne nomen. 

Christ became obedient for us unto death, 

even to the death, death on the cross. 

Therefore God exalted Him  

and gave Him a name 

which is above all names. 

   Music: F. Anerio (1560-1614)

  

The Gospel Mark 15:1-39 

Before the Gospel 

  God is with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

   Hear the Good news of Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

 All: Glory to you, O Christ. 

As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and 

scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over 

to Pilate. Pilate asked him, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ He answered him, ‘You 

say so.’ Then the chief priests accused him of many things. Pilate asked him again, 

‘Have you no answer? See how many charges they bring against you.’ But Jesus made 

no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed. 

Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they 

asked. Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed 

murder during the insurrection. So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for 

them according to his custom. Then he answered them, ‘Do you want me to release 

for you the King of the Jews?’ For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief  
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priests had handed him over. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him 

release Barabbas for them instead. Pilate spoke to them again, ‘Then what do you 

wish me to do with the man you call the King of the Jews?’ They shouted back, 

‘Crucify him!’ Pilate asked them, ‘Why, what evil has he done?’ But they shouted all 

the more, ‘Crucify him!’ So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for 

them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 

Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s 

headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. And they clothed him in a 

purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. And they 

began saluting him, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ They struck his head with a reed, spat 

upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. After mocking him, they stripped him of 

the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify 

him. 

They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; 

it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. Then they brought 

Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). And they 

offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. And they crucified him, 

and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should take. 

It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. The inscription of the 

charge against him read, ‘The King of the Jews.’ And with him they crucified two 

bandits, one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by derided him, 

shaking their heads and saying, ‘Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it 

in three days, save yourself, and come down from the cross!’ In the same way the 

chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among themselves and 

saying, ‘He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, 

come down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe.’ Those who were 

crucified with him also taunted him. 

When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. At 

three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?’ which 

means, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ When some of the bystanders 

heard it, they said, ‘Listen, he is calling for Elijah.’ And someone ran, filled a sponge 

with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, ‘Wait, let us see 

whether Elijah will come to take him down.’ Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed 

his last. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. Now when 

the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, 

‘Truly this man was God’s Son!’ 

The Gospel of Christ. 

 All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 
Following the address there will be a pause for silence.  
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Prayers of the People 
Those who have asked for our prayers are listed at the end of the leaflet. 

 

The Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

All may offer their neighbour a sign of peace. 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Offertory Hymn (CP 184) LOVE UNKNOWN  

 1. My song is love unknown,  

 my Saviour’s love to me;  

love to the loveless shown,  

 that they might lovely be.  

  O who am I,  

   that for my sake  

   my Lord should take  

  frail flesh, and die? 

 2. He came from his blest throne  

 salvation to bestow;  

but all made strange, and none  

 the longed-for Christ would know:  

  but O my friend,  

   my friend indeed,  

   who at my need  

  his life did spend! 

 3. Sometimes they strew his way,  

 and his sweet praises sing,  

resounding all the day  

 hosannas to their King;  

  then “Crucify!”  

   is all their breath,  

   and for his death  

  they thirst and cry. 
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 4. They rise and needs will have  

 my dear Lord made away;  

a murderer they save,  

 the Prince of life they slay.  

  Yet cheerful he  

   to suffering goes,  

   that he his foes  

  from thence might free. 

 5. Here might I stay and sing,  

 no store so divine;  

never was love, dear King,  

 never was frief like thine!  

  This is my friend,  

   in whose sweet praise  

   I all my days  

  could gladly spend. 

   Text: Samuel Crossman (1624?-1683), alt. 

The Prayer over the Gifts 
In the name of all of us gathered, near and far, we present these our gifts to God.   

 Let us pray: 

 Gracious God, 

the suffering and death of Jesus, your only Son, 

makes us pleasing in your sight. 

Alone we can do nothing, 

but through his sacrifice, 

may we receive your love and mercy. 

 All: Amen. 

 
 

As we prepare to celebrate this Eucharist, we remember that we are the people of God. Near or 

far we are gathered together by the love of Christ. We remember that we are incorporated into 

the body of Christ. We join together in this celebration of our union in Christ. 

 

  Let us pray. 

  Thanks be to you, 

 All: Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given us, and all that you have 

borne for us. In our sharing in this Eucharist, in Church or at home, we ask 

you to come spiritually into our hearts. O most merciful redeemer, friend and 

brother, may we know you more clearly, love you more dearly and follow you 

more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
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The Great Thanksgiving Prayer 3, Book of Alternative Services 

   

 

  Blessed are you, gracious God,  

creator of heaven and earth;  

we give you thanks and praise  

through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who for our salvation became obedient unto death.  

The tree of defeat became the tree of victory:  

where life was lost, life has been restored.  

Therefore with angels and archangels  

and all the heavenly chorus,  

we cry out to proclaim the glory of your name. 

Sanctus    
  

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, 

Dominus Deus Sabaoth. 

Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua. 

Osanna in excelsis. 

Holy, holy, holy 

Lord God of power and might. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Benedictus qui venit  

in nomine Domini. 

Osanna in excelsis. 

Blessed is he who comes  

in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

  We give thanks to you, Lord our God, 

for the goodness and love you have made known to us in creation; 

in calling Israel to be your people; 

in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. 

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 

out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

  On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, a death he freely accepted, 

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, 

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,  
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“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

  After supper he took the cup of wine; 

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

“Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

  Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

 All: we remember his death, 

we proclaim his resurrection,  

we await his coming in glory; 

  and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

  We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 

that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ 

and his blood of the new covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, 

may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

  In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, 

and bring us to that city of light where you dwell with all your children; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, 

the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation; 

  by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 

 

 All:  

  

The Disciple’s Prayer   

  As Christ taught his friends, and longing for the new life of God’s reign,  

let us pray: 

 All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial  

and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
  We break this bread, 

 All: Communion in Christ’s body once broken. 

  Let your Church be the wheat 

which bears its fruit in dying. 

 All: If we have died with him, 

we shall live with him; 

if we hold firm, 

we shall reign with him. 

 

The Communion 
  The gifts of God for the people of God. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Agnus Dei 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, 

miserere nobis. 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, 

dona nobis pacem. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

grant us peace. 

  

 

Following the Communion there will be a pause for silence. 

 

The Commissioning of the Community 
  One body are we. 

 All: For, though we are in many places, we spiritually share one bread. 

 

Prayer after Communion   

  God our help and strength, 

you have satisfied our hunger with this eucharistic food. 

Strengthen our faith, 

that through the death and resurrection of your Son, 

we may be led to salvation, 

for he is Lord now and for ever. 

 All: Amen. 
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Blessing 
 

Dismissal 
  Let us go in peace to love and serve our living God. 

 All: Thanks be to God. Amen. 

Final Hymn (CP 182) WINCHESTER NEW 

 1. Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

Hark! all the tribes “Hosanna” cry; 

O Saviour meek, pursue thy road 

with palms and scattered garments strowed. 

 2. Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

In lowly pomp, ride on to die; 

O Christ, thy triumphs now begin 

o’er captive death and conquered sin. 

 3. Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

The angel-squadrons of the sky 

look down with sad and wondering eyes 

to see the approaching sacrifice. 

 4. Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

Thy last and fiercest strife is nigh: 

the Father on his sapphire throne 

expects his own anointed Son. 

 5. Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

In lowly pomp, ride on to die; 

bow thy meek head to mortal pain; 

then take, O God, thy power, and reign. 

 Text: Henry Hart Milman (1791-1868). 

  

 

   

Please stay and join us for our Zoom Coffee Hour. 
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Readings for April 4th – Easter Day 

Acts 10:34-43 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

1 Corinthians 15:1-15 

John 20:1-18 
 

 

  

EVENSONG 

Every Sunday with a short sermon – sung by a small ensemble of Choral Scholars. 

Evensong is a contemplative, musical and prayerful liturgy, ideally suited to the end of the 

week and the close of day, and to this current time when we have been asked to avoid 

congregational singing, but still long for the depth and beauty of a choral liturgy. 

 

Evensong will be livestreamed on the church Facebook page and available via the website 

www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca 

 

 

**************************************************************** 

 

The following people have asked for our prayers.  

Please keep them in your heart and mind as you go through your week. 

 Hagos, Tsigay & family Anne Philip & Lisa Rhoda

 Carolyn Nicholas Patrick Elsie 

 Derek Helen Anthony Mavis 

 David & Pat Gary Lorraine Richard 

 Deborah Marion Blanche Cathy  

 John Linda Bill Jessie  

 Edna Courtney Asher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/
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The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine 

 
Stewards 

People’s Warden:  Joan Huzar 

Associate Warden:  Lorraine Gates 

Envelope Secretary:  Jim Harlick 

Rector’s Warden: Michael King 

Associate Warden: Karen Coverett 

Treasurer:  David Buckman 

Parish Council 
Susan Bansgrove, Carol Denton, Marguerite Heppell,  

Erin Kelly, Miles Motture, Wendy Suddaby 

Synod Delegates 

Karen Coverett, Joel Hefty, Bill Huzar, Joan Huzar 
 

Staff Supporting the Ministry of St. John’s 

Rector:  The Ven. Alastair McCollum 

Associate Priest:  The Rev’d Canon Kevin Arndt 

Associate Priest: The Rev’d Bill Tarter 

Deacon:  The Rev’d Patrick Sibley 

Curate: Stephanie Wood 

Director of Music:  David Stratkauskas 

Family Ministry Coordinator:  Ruth MacIntosh 

Parish Administrator:  Carol-Ann Zenger 

Vocational Intern: Dr. John Thatamanil  

Honorary Assistants 
The Rev’d Derek Dunwoody / The Rev’d Canon Andrew Gates 

 

1611 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC  V8W  2L5       Tel. 250-383-7169 / Fax 250-381-3573 

pastoral@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca or for urgent calls only, use 250-516-9565 

www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca    facebook.com/St.JohnVicBC 

twitter.com/StJohnVicBC     e-mail:  admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca  
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