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We, the congregation of Gloria Dei (Old Swedes), existing by and for the glory of God, knowing that 
God, through this congregation, helps us find our way and to use our gifts, gather together, to honor 

and celebrate the acceptance of our differences and uniqueness, to be an inviting, welcoming, 
sustaining and loving community, to respond to the needs of others, to preserve and build upon the 

beauty, tradition and heritage of this sacred place. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

March 28, 2021 

Palm Sunday 



Ministry Assistants Today: 
Altar Guild/Server: Jeanette Woehr 

Lector: Christine Pickup 
Intercessor: Nils vanAmmers 

Usher: Jim Ufheil 
 

The Liturgy of the Palms 
(Weather permitting, we will gather outside by the Roak House for the Liturgy of the Palms) 

 

Celebrant Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord. 
People  Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 
 
Celebrant Let us pray. Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we 

may enter with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have 
given us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Mark 11:1-11a 
 
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, Jesus 
sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you 
enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says 
to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here 
immediately.’” They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were 
untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” They told 
them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and 
threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others 
spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead and those who 
followed were shouting, 
 

“Hosanna! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
 

Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at everything, 
as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 
 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  
People   And also with you.  
 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed 

us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of 
Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their 



garments and branches of palm along his way. Let these branches be for us signs of his 
victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, 
and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with 
you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

 
(Distribution of Palms) 
 
The Procession  
 
Celebrant  Let us go forth in peace.  
People   In the name of Christ. Amen. 
(All go forth and assemble in the Sanctuary.) 
 
Hymn #154  All Glory, Laud and Honor (No singing please, just the organ music) 
 
Celebrant Let us pray. Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he 

suffered pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that 
we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and 
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
(Clergy change stoles from purple to red to symbolize the Passion) 

We Listen To The Word of God 

[+ indicates all standing - +++ indicates all kneeling - ++indicates all sitting] 
 
+Celebrant The Lord be with you 
People  And also with you 
 
Celebrant Let us pray together. 
All Almighty and ever living God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the 
cross, giving us the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk 
in the way of his suffering, and also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.) 

 

 

 

 



++First Reading – Isaiah 50:4-9a       Christine Pickup 
The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain 
the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens--wakens my ear to listen as those who are 
taught. The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 
I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been 
disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame;  
he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. 
Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord GOD who helps me; 
who will declare me guilty? 
 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
All Thanks be to God 
 
 
Psalm 31:9-16 

9 Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; * 
my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 

10 For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; * 
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed. 

11 I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors, a dismay to those of 
my acquaintance; * 
when they see me in the street they avoid me. 

12 I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; * 
I am as useless as a broken pot. 

13 For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; * 
they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 

14 But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. * 
I have said, "You are my God. 

15 My times are in your hand; * 
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 

16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
and in your loving-kindness save me." 

 
Second Reading – Philippians 2:5-11 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a servant, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death-- even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
All Thanks be to God 
 



 
Musical Interlude  Hymn #164   Alone Thou Goest Forth (No singing please, just the organ music.) 
 
++The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark  (14:1-15,47) 
 
(All be seated for a moment of silence.) (Soft Somber Music) 
 

We Ask God To Listen To Our Prayers (sitting or kneeling as able) 

 
+++Prayers of the People - Form IV                   Nils vanAmmers
           
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. Give grace, O heavenly Father, for Justin, Archbishop of 
Canterbury; Michael our Presiding Bishop; Daniel, our Diocesan Bishop; for all bishops, priests, 
deacons of the Episcopal Church, and for Koshy, our rector, the vestry, the staff and the people of our 
congregation at Gloria Dei. Grant Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in 
your truth; live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 
 (Silence) 
 Lord, in your mercy 
 Hear our prayer. 

We pray for Antonio, UN Secretary General; Joe, our President; Tom, our Governor; and Jim, our 
Mayor; and for all others who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world.  Guide the 
people of the United States and of all nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor 
one another and serve the common good. 
 (Silence) 
 Lord, in your mercy 
 Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the 
service of others and to your honor and glory. 

(Silence) 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, especially the first responders, medical and hospital 
personnel, teachers, and food service workers, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love 
one another as he loves us. 

(Silence) 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

 

 



Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, especially: John, Sonny, Sally, Dolores, 
Tyler, Julia, Bruce, Mary, Margie, Deuce, Margaret, Richard, Ryan, Susan, Cathy A., Rita, Barb, 
Bonnie, Peg, and Tom D.  (pause-you may add others who need healing prayers silently or aloud). 
Also, for our own needs, and those of others (pause-you may add your intentions silently or aloud) 
Give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 
 
 (Silence) 
               Lord, in your mercy 
              Hear our prayer. 

We commend to God’s mercy all who have died, especially from the pandemic (now over 500,000), 
that your will for them may be fulfilled; We pray for the repose of the souls of the departed, 
especially Rick Whelan, and also the victims of the senseless shootings in Georgia and Colorado, 
and that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.  

(Silence) 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

Grant our leaders, politicians, and border patrol agents, wisdom and understanding in how to address 
the situation at our southern border with the new influx of migrants fleeing from disaster in their own 
countries. May we know that our ancestors were also migrants when they first came here.  

(Silence) 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer.  

Celebrant Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, mercifully accept the 
prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All  Amen. 

+Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All And also with you. 
 
 
The Offertory     
Celebrant Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, as an offering and sacrifice to 

God.  

 

 



We Share Holy Communion 

 
The Holy Communion – Eucharistic Prayer A 
 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  
All  And also with you.  
 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.  
All  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
All  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who was tempted in every way as we are, yet did not 

sin. By his grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for 
ourselves alone, but for him who died for us and rose again. 

 Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
+++Celebrant Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we 
  had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
  Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of 
  us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon 
  the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the 
  whole world.  On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus 
  Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
  disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
  remembrance of me."  After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
  thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
  Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever 
  you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."  
  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

All  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Celebrant We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
  thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
  Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 
  Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we 



  may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
  peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
  kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in 
  him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 
  and forever. AMEN.  

  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 Hallowed be thy name; 
 Thy kingdom come;  Thy will be done; 
 On earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

 As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 But deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 
 And the power and the glory, 
 For ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 

 
 Celebrant  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

 All   Therefore let us keep the feast. 
Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

(All persons are invited to the Lord’s supper.) 
 

The Post-Communion Prayer 
 

+++Celebrant Let us pray. Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual 

   food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 
   and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and  
   singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

God Sends Us Out To Love and Serve Each Other 

 
   + The Blessing 
 
     Dismissal 
 
     Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
     All  Thanks be to God.  

    Postlude   

 



 

 

 

 

• • • • • 

Announcements  

Evensong on Zoom 
Every Tuesday at 6:30pm. To participate, you can email Jaime at jaimelkonowal@gmail.com for a 
Zoom link. Use Meeting ID: 834 5987 6076 and Passcode: 988017 
Sign up on our website www.old-swedes.org, and a link will be automatically emailed to you every 
week. 

 
Lenten Book Study on Zoom  
                         Off for March 31st, will meet again on April 7th 

 
Holy Week & Easter Sunday  
                        Passover Seder - Wednesday, March 31, 2021 at 7:30pm [Zoom only, will not be live-streamed or in 
                        person] Registration required.  Sign up on our website www.old-swedes.org 

                        Maundy Thursday Service & Stripping of the Altar - Thursday, April 1, 2021 at 7:30pm 

                        Good Friday Service - Friday, April 2, 2021 at 2:30pm 

                        Easter Sunday - We will be celebrating Easter Sunday with 2 services this year, at 8:00am and 
10:00am. For both services, we will be requiring reservations. Please call or email the church office 
(215-389-1513 or info@old-swedes.org) to secure your reservation by Saturday, April 3rd at 
5:00pm. 

 
Donations for Mercy Hospice 

Gloria Dei is collecting food and supplies for Mercy Hospice, a place for single women and mothers 
with children to live as they recover from addiction. The residence provides individualized training 
and support to help residents move to independent living.  

The following items are especially needed: 



• women's underwear 
• travel size toiletries 
• bed linens 
• baby products (diapers, wipes, etc.) 
• cleaning supplies 
• bath towels 
• paper products 
• feminine products 

They also appreciate snacks, soda, and juice that they can take to their rooms. Please leave donated items outside 
of the west door of Riverside Hall. 

 

 

 

THE ALTAR FRONTAL FOR PALM SUNDAY 

You’ll probably wonder in church this Palm Sunday, why the frontal that you usually see at 
Lucia/Christmas is on the altar.  We use it then because it’s Swedish but it actually depicts Christ on 
a donkey entering Jerusalem…exactly what we are commemorating today! 

This frontal is a copy of a mural on the wall of a church in the Dalarna region of Sweden.  It was 
painted in 1818 by Back Erik Andersson (1778-1847) and our frontal is a textile copy made in the 
1950’s of that wall mural. 

The text says “Of Jesus Christ riding into the city of Jerusalem on a donkey and the people spreading 
elderberries before (Him) upon the path”.  You may wonder about the elderberries, but elderberries 
were much more familiar to Swedes as no palm grows in Sweden.   

You will also notice that the depiction of the city of Jerusalem on the left looks more like a town in 
Sweden.   

Murals like this were done on the walls on many ancient churches because most of the congregants 
could not read or write and these illustrations using scenes and objects they were used to seeing, 
got the Bible message across in a very visual way. 

We hope you enjoy seeing this little treasure on its “feast day”.   

 

Cathy Ufheil 

Chair, Altar Guild 

 

 



 

 

Gloria Dei Vestry 

Barb Chilcott - (c) 267-348-8177 barbchilcott@yahoo.com 

Julie Daye - Secretary - (c) 215-520-7097 jultag22@yahoo.com 

Bob Jenkins - (c) 215-779-5751 tazjenkins13@gmail.com 

Jaime Konowal - Accounting Warden - (c) 215-847-7665 jaimelkonowal@gmail.com 

Heather Myers - (c) 215-512-0363 heatherequine@comcast.net 

Lisa Reeves - (c) 267-257-8225 reeves@lawofsea.com 

Mark Roberts - (c) 267-971-9262 mroberts@quantum-think.com 

James Ufheil - Rector’s Warden - (c) 609-351-1819 jimufheil@msn.com 

Nils vanAmmers - c) 610-216-4431 vanammersnils@gmail.com 

Jerry Walker - c) 856-905-1861 walkergerard33@gmail.com 

Jeanette Woehr - (c) 856-261-3551 jeanettew164@verizon.net 

Rev. Koshy Mathews – Rector – (c) 484-557-4559 koshy.mathews@gmail.com 

••• 

Gloria Dei Staff 

Paul Fejko – Music Director  - fej@ fejko.com •  Jim and Paula Minacci – Sextons  •  Christine McBride – Parish Administrator 


