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Then they were glad that the waters were quiet
and He brought them to their desired haven.

Psalm 107:30

The Lord’s Day
November 15, 2020
A Service of Covenant Renewal

Welcome
☩ A warm welcome to all: We are so thankful that the session and Board of Deacons of the OPC
in Bohemia, are letting us use their facility so that we can gather for worship, instruction, and
fellowship. Until we are able to gather again in a facility in Deer Park, we will be meeting at the
Bohemia facility on the Lord’s Days at 1:00 p.m.. We are made to gather together as God’s people
and we rejoice that, despite the lockdown of so many establishments, we are blessed to enjoy this
aspect of our corporate life as the people of God. Praise the Lord!
☩ Today’s Sunday Schedule:
1:00 p.m. Worship/Outreach
2:30 p.m. Haven Updates & Evangelism 101
3:00 p.m. Haven Food and Fellowship: We invite all of you to join with us today our
Lord’s Day feast, (Havenites: Speak with Mary Vaeth to let her know the Sundays you can be
host/hostess for our weekly food and fellowship time.) Please note that we are following sanitation
protocols for this. Either Mary or John Vaeth can provide you with these.
Outreach Update: For various reasons related to people’s fears during the pandemic,
limitatons on gatherings, and physical distancing, your officers together with Pastor Ploegman
agreed it would not be wise to do door to door outreach in Bohemia at this time. We urge you to be
doing personal outreach to friends, family, and neighbors taking these fears into account and
making use of evangelistic literature as an extension of your personal witness to others.
☩ Social Distancing, Personal Hygiene, and Sanitation:
Be sure to honor social distancing
guidelines and always use reasonable precautions to protect those around you from unnecessary
exposure to COVID-19 or any other infectious disease. It’s important to honor these not only in the
sanctuary during our worship, but also downstairs for our food and fellowship times.
☩ Announcement Page: You’ll find this purposely placed after the liturgy pages of our weekly
bulletin. This page include things for you to do to serve Christ as you “Go forth in peace to love and
serve those around you - in Jesus’ Name.” It’s not enough to gather for worship. We are meant to go
forth demonstrating our faith by our works!
☩ The concept of "covenant renewal" is beautifully introduced in our Directory for Public
Worship: "The triune God assembles his covenant people for public worship in order to manifest and renew
their covenant bond with him and one another. The Holy Spirit engages them and draws them into the
Father’s presence as a living sacrifice in Christ. God himself has fellowship with them, strengthening and
guiding them for life in his presence and service in his kingdom."
☩ Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®). Copyrighted
music reprinted under CCLI #11435067.
☩ The Haven, OPC is a congregation of the Presbytery of Connecticut and Southern New York,
Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC). For more information on the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church:
www.opc.org
For more information about this church, visit our website:
www.thehavenli.com

Worship/Outreach
The Lord’s Day — Sunday, November 15, 2020
Worship 1:00 p.m.
Preparation for Worship: Psalm 72:1-20
THE LORD OUR GOD CALLS US
Salutation:
Pastor: Congregation of the People of God: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ!
People: Amen!
†Call to Worship: From Psalm 146
Pastor: Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul!
People: I will praise the Lord as long as I live! I will sing praises to my God while I have my
being!
Pastor: Put not your trust in princes - in son of man in whom there is no salvation. When his
breath departs, he returns to the earth; on that very day his plans perish.
People: Blessed is the one whose help is in the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord his
God…
Pastor: The Lord sets the prisoners free. The Lord opens the eyes of the blind.
People: The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down! The Lord loves the righteous!
Pastor: The Lord watches over the sojourners. He upholds the widow ant the fatherless; but
the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
All: The Lord will reign forever! Our God…to all generations! Praise the Lord!
† Opening Psalm: “Praise the Lord! My Soul, O Praise Him!” (Psalm 146 TPH)
(turn to next page)

†Greeting
Pastor: The Lord be with you!
People: And also with you!
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord
People: Who made heaven and earth!
†Opening Prayer
People: Amen!
The Lord Our God Cleanses Us
Meditation on the Sernon on the Mount: Matthew 7:13
“Enter by the narrow gate…”
Confession of Sin: Begin with your peronal confession before God
Corporate Confession: Our Holy and Gracious God: Thank you for reminding us
that there is only one way to enter the Kingdom of God, and that is through Jesus Christ,
the Great Prophet, Priest, and King. Forgive us for all the ways in which we make The
Way broad instead of narrow. Forgive us for leaning on our own understanding instead
of on Jesus as The Truth. Forgive us for clinging to our sin rather than abandoning it in
repentance. Forgive us for holding to our own self-will rather than denying ourselves to
follow Jesus as our Lord. And forgive us for being so half-hearted when we are meant to
take the Kingdom of God by holy force.
By the Holy Spirit, make us earnest and
engergetic in entering the Kingdom by the narrow gate - for Jesus’ sake. Amen!
†Assurance of Pardon: John 10:7-10
People: Hallelujah! Thanks be to God!
†Our response of praise: “Union With Thee” (TPH, p. 448)
(turn to next page)
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THE LORD OUR GOD CONSECRATES US
Old Covenant Reading: Proverbs 1:8-19

H

ear, my son, your father’s instruction, and forsake not your mother’s teaching,
9 for they are a graceful garland for your head and pendants for your neck. 10 My
son, if sinners entice you, do not consent. 11 If they say, “Come with us, let us lie
in wait for blood; let us ambush the innocent without reason; 12 like Sheol let us swallow
them alive, and whole, like those who go down to the pit; 13 we shall find all precious
goods, we shall fill our houses with plunder; 14 throw in your lot among us; we will all
have one purse”— 15 my son, do not walk in the way with them; hold back your foot from
their paths, 16 for their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed blood. 17 For in vain
is a net spread in the sight of any bird, 18 but these men lie in wait for their own blood;
they set an ambush for their own lives. 19 Such are the ways of everyone who is greedy for
unjust gain; it takes away the life of its possessors.

New Covenant Reading: Mark 5:21-24a; 35-43

A

nd when Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd
gathered about him, and he was beside the sea. 22 hThen came one of ithe rulers
of the synagogue, Jairus by name, and seeing him, he fell at his feet 23 and
implored him earnestly, saying, “My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and jlay
your hands on her, so that she may be made well and live.” 24 And he went with him.
35 While he was still speaking, there came from the ruler’s house some who said,
“Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?” 36 But overhearing what
they said, Jesus said to the ruler of the synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.” 37 And he
allowed no one to follow him except Peter and James and John the brother of James.
38 They came to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and Jesus saw a commotion,
people weeping and wailing loudly. 39 And when he had entered, he said to them, “Why
are you making a commotion and weeping? The child is not dead but sleeping.” 40 And
they laughed at him. But he put them all outside and took the child’s father and mother
and those who were with him and went in where the child was. 41 Taking her by the hand
he said to her, “Talitha cumi,” which means, “Little girl, I say to you, arise.” 42 And
immediately the girl got up and began walking (for she was twelve years of age), and they
were immediately overcome with amazement. 43 And he strictly charged them that no one
should know this, and told them to give her something to eat.
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Pastor: The grass withers,…the flowers fade away; but the word of
our God will stand forever!
People: Hallelujah! Thanks be to God!

†Confession of Faith:
The Heidelberg Catechism - Third Section, Gratitude
Lord Day 40
Q. What is God’s will for you in the sixth commandment, ie. You shall not
murder?
A. I am not to belittle, insult, hate, or kill my neighbor - not by my thoughts, my words
my look or gesture, and certainly not by actual deeds. And I am not to be party to
this in others. Rather, I am to put away all desire for revenge; I am not to harm or
recklessly endanger myself, either. Preventing murder is also why government is
armed with the sword.
Q. Does this commandment refer only to actual murder?
A. By forbidding murder God teaches us that he hates the roots of murder: envy, hatred,
anger, vindictiveness. In God’s sight all such are murder.
Q. Is it enough, then, that we do not kill our neighbor in any such way?
A. No. By condemning envy, hatred, and anger God tells us to love our neighbor as
ourselves, to be patient, peace-loving, gentle, merciful, and friendly to him; to protect him
from harm as much as we can, and to do good even to our enemies.

†We Prepare Our Hearts for the Word of God Preached:
Hymn: “O, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”
(Turn to next page)
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Pastor: Prayer for Understanding and for Transformation
People: Amen!
Sermon: “Images of Grace, #2”
PASTOR: Prayer for Blessing on the Word of God Preached
People: Amen!
Worship through Tithes and Offerings
†Pastoral Prayer (followed by the Lord’s Prayer with hands raised)
All: Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the Evil One. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen!
The Lord Our God Communes With Us
Meditation.

Lord’s Supper Celebration

Heads of households, come forward to receive the elements for your household. Enjoy
communion with one another while the elements are being distributed.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

People: Amen!

Closing Hymn of Petition: “May the Peoples Praise You!”
(turn to next page)
The Lord Our God Commissions Us
†[Hands Raised] Benediction
People: Amen!
Go forth in peace to love and serve those around you - in Jesus’ Name!
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Announcements
☩ Thank Offering This Month: This yearly offering is to help fund the combined Orthodox Presbyterian
works of Home Missions, Foreign Missions, and Christian Education - commonly called Worldwide Outreach.
Learn about these in this month’s edition of New Horizons, and also in the bulletin inserts that you’ll be
receiving this month. We’ll take up our Haven Thank Offering gift on Sunday, November 29; but you may give
your designated Thank Offering gifts through Sunday, December 13.
☩ Worldwide Outreach Banks: Take these to your local bank and use their coin counting machine to find out
how much you have collected for the Thank Offering. Give this as a separate Thank Offering gift, and we’ll
find out who collected the most. Then start filling your banks again for next year’s Thank Offering!
☩ Haven Hope Givers: That’s our ministry of reaching out by cards and notes to inmates who have learned
about (and pray for) The Haven, OPC. Send a message of Gospel hope to: Mr. Darren Emanuel, #03A2176,
Fishkill Correctional Facility, POB 1245, Beacon, NY 12508 & Mr. Arthur F. Tomlinson #12B1623, Eastern New
York Correctional Facility, PO Box 338, Napanoch, NY 12458. Also: Encourage Darren’s wife, Kim: Send her
a card and note to let her know that you are praying both for Darren and for her: Mrs. Kim Emanuel, 76-34 162
St., Fresh Meadows, Queens, NY 11366.
☩ Phone Numbers and E mail Addresses of The Haven Officers:
Pastor Bill:
(516) 581-5242
Elder Jimmy Brewer:
(516) 250-8953
Elder John Vaeth:
(631) 561-7392
Deacon Paul Toto:
(516) 459-6814

W Shishko@gmail.com
JBrewer930@gmail.com
ChefJohnV1@gmail.com
Paul.toto@idserve.com

☩ Zoom Prayer Meeting, Wednesdays, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m. This is now a weekly part of our Haven life. After a
few minutes to mention updates and new prayer requests, we spend the remaining time in prayer. We also
periodically have guests for whom we have been praying. Plan to join us!
Haven Midweek Zoom Prayer Meeting: Wednesdays, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Join the meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2614159951 or dial (646) 558 8656 Meeting ID: 261 415 9951
☩ Haven Food and Fellowship: Speak with Mary Vaeth to let her know the Sundays you can be host/hostess
for our weekly food and fellowship time.) Please note that we are following sanitation protocols for this.
Either Mary or John Vaeth can provide you with these.
☩ OPC Bohemia Food Pantry: You can help with this community outreach by bringing canned items and other
non-perishables. Put them on the tables downstairs. Pray that spiritual food as well as physical food will be
given to all those who come to the food pantry during the week.
☩ Today’s Sermon will be available by Monday evening on sermonaudio.com at “The Haven, OPC” site
(Search The Haven, OPC) Also available from our own website www.thehavenli.com
☩ Giving Last Sunday: Genl. Fund: $2,475.00 (Weekly budget: $1,750.00)

Deacon’s Fund: $320.00

☩ Giving to The Haven: Until we receive our NYS Religious Corp. status: Checks payable to Haven, OPC, LLC.
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The Haven Heart to Heart
Pastor Bill answers your questions about the Bible, Christian doctrine and life, ethical
questions, and The Haven, OPC and its ministry
Q. How can I know God’s will for my life?
A.

There are two ways to look at “God’s will” for things. One way is to think in
terms of God’s decree, i.e. His sovereign will by which He has ordained all things
that come to pass. All of the Bible’s passages about God’s sovereignty, e.g. Job 42:2,
Daniel 4:35, Psalm 115:3, speak about this; but the repeated phrase in Ephesians
1:3-14 is most explicit: God does all things “according to the purpose of his will.”

However, we are not meant to live out of God’s decree. “The secret things”, i.e.
what God has decreed, “belong to the Lord our God.” (Deuteronomy 29:29a). We don’t
know what these decreed things are, but we trust that “the Lord our God does all things
well”, as we sing in one of our hymns. “But the things that are revealed belong to us and to
our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.” (Deuteronomy 29:29b).
Simply put: God’s will is God’s word! Like Jesus, we are meant to “live out of
every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.“ (Matthew 4:4, cf. Deuteronomy 8:3).
That’s one of the wonderful things about having God’s Word. It is our GPS to tell us
where we are and how to get to where we need to go throughout our lives. (Of course,
our ultimate destination is New Heavens and New Earth - and only the Bible as it
focuses on Jesus can direct us there!). The whole Word of God is given that we might be
“thoroughly equipped unto every good work” (II Timothy 3:17) and those good works are
certainly God’s will for our lives.
But when most people ask your question, i.e. “How can I know God’s will for my
life?” they want to know specifically what God wants them to do now and in the future.
That begins by your entirely surrendering yourself to God with a commitment to
serve him with your whole being because Jesus committed himself to you with His
whole being. “I appeal to you, therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” (Romans
12:1) We’ll get into specifics of that next week but, for now, I simply ask you who want
to know the will of God for your lives: Are your presenting yourselves moment by
moment as living sacrifices for the glory of God? That IS God’s will for your life!
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MY NOTES ON TODAY’S SERMON
“Images of Grace, #2”
(Mark 5:21-24a, 35-43)
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