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IN WASHING HIS DISCIPLES FEET JESUS REDEFINED GREATNESS 

•  Disciples believed that greatness was tied to position, power and/or 
possessions. 

• In taking the towel and basin of water Jesus gives new meaning to greatness. 

• Jesus shows that greatness in the Kingdom of God is about love for one 
another and an attitude of true humility that flows out in service to others. 

• The greatest in the Kingdom of God isn’t the one who sits at the table, but the 
one who washes feet. 

• Jesus embodied greatness and he embodied it in all its splendour on the cross. 

IN WASHING HIS DISCIPLES FEET JESUS REVEALED GOD 

•  Jewish people believed that the Messiah would be a political leader, a military 
hero who would save them from Roman occupation. They didn’t expect the 
Messiah to be God.  

• Being Jewish, the disciples would have seen Jesus through this lens. 

• The Prophet Isaiah spoke of the Messiah as a servant and later described him as 
a “suffering servant” 

• In washing his disciples feet Jesus makes it clear that he is not the Jewish 
version of the Messiah but the suffering servant Isaiah prophesied about 
hundreds of years earlier. 

• There’s a connection between Jesus’ actions in the Upper Room and Paul the 
Apostle’s description of Jesus’ attitude in his letter to the church in Philippi. 
[Read Philippians 2:6-11] 

• Common to think that when Jesus gave up his divine privileges he gave up his 
deity altogether to become human.  But it ’s important to remember that Jesus 
was still fully God. His deity wasn’t diminished. 

DISCUSSION NOTES 



• He made the choice to lay aside what he could rightly cling to; to not lord his 
power and glory over us; to enter into humanity and all that entails; the good, 
the bad and the ugly. 

• He chose to take on human form and in that human form chose to die on the 
cross for our sins. 

• F.F. Bruce “The form of God was not exchanged for the form of a servant; it was 
revealed in the form of a servant. In the washing of their feet the disciples, 
though they did not understand it at the time, saw a rare unfolding of the 
authority and glory of the incarnate Word, and a rare declaration of the 
character of the Father himself.” 

• In this humble act of service Jesus was pointing us to the truest thing about 
God – not his power, not his might, but to his servanthood; that God love us to 
the point of giving up his life. 

• Through this act Jesus embodies the very character and nature of God. 

IN WASHING HIS DISCIPLES FEET JESUS DEMONSTRATED RADICAL HUMBLE LOVE 

•  Less than twenty-four hours before his arrest and execution Jesus put his 
disciples first – he chose to spend his remaining hours on earth washing the 
feet of his closest companions, an act of humble service he has not done for 
anyone else. 

• Jesus “had loved his disciples during his ministry on earth, and now he would 
love them to the very end.” (John 13:1b)  

• The term “very end” doesn’t just refer to a length of time but to the kind of love 
Jesus had 

• Greek word for “very end” can be translated “to the uttermost, to the fullest 
extent, or to completion.” Jesus loved them with total fullness of love 

• “Only absolute love can generate absolute humility for it is the nature to be 
selfless, sacrificial and self-giving.” 

• Jesus’ actions in the upper room show that his love and humility are 
inseparable. 

• It was Jesus’ radical humble love for his disciples that led him to wash their 
feet; it was this radical humble love of Jesus that led Jesus to lay aside all that 
he could rightfully cling to in order to step into the fullness of humanity and die 



a criminals death on the cross. And it ’s that radical humble love of Jesus that 
invites every single one of us into relationship with him no matter who we are 
or what we’ve done.   

• Like greatness, Jesus embodies love.  It ’s who he is. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1.  Have you ever had an AHA moment? A moment you suddenly realized or 
understood something you hadn’t known before? 

2. What lens do people tend to see Jesus through? (i.e. culture, experiences, etc.)  

3. What has been your biggest revelation about Jesus through the foot washing? 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES (if applicable) 


