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WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher presides & preaches. 

Organ prelude - Nell Howard 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Welcome: Good morning. Welcome to this service of worship on this Palm and Passion Sunday 
for this church year.  My name is Paul Schumacher, and I am the interim priest-in-charge here 
at the Church of The Advent, during this time of transition.  This morning, we remember the 
triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem and His passion and death. In a moment, we will share 
in the liturgy of the palm procession, followed by our customary liturgy, the Service of the 
Word. 
As we meet today, we remember the Songhees and Esquimalt nations, on whose traditional 
land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their stewardship of the land 
and the water, the plants, and the animals, through the many generations.   
We remember those who have called this place their home in recent years—the community of 
faith known as Church of the Advent.  Together, let us share our hope, our faith, and our joy, in 
signs of welcome.  
We invite you to come and join our readers, prayer leaders, music director and choir members, 
along with our technical team, as we offer prayer and praise to our God.  Come, come with your 
doubts, your strengths, your weaknesses, and your fears, for God loves us all and all are 
welcome in this space. 
 
Palm Procession Rite: 
 
Opening Hymn: “Your Grace O God is Free”  
(Text: Mary Louise Brinble{1953-}, Music: Randall Sensmeier {1948-}; © 2006 GIA Publications Inc.) 

   
Your grace O God is free. 
And yet how great the cost 

  To Christ who gave himself, a living sacrifice: 
  A lesson for our hearts in overflowing love. 
  Your grace, O God is free because he paid our price. 
   
  Your grace, O God is free. 
  And yet, how much you ask. 
  You challenge us, as well to give what we possess; 
  To offer up ourselves – our talents and our time –  
  Abundant life from being more and having less. 
 
  Your grace, O God, is free.  
  And so we heed your call, 
  As stewards and disciples sent to tend the lost; 
  To lavish and invest our overflowing love in 
  Witness to your heart that never counts the cost. 
 
 
 



Greeting: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
And the love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Collect of the Day:  Almighty and ever living God, in tender love for all our human race you 
sent your Son our saviour Jesus Christ to take our flesh and suffer death upon a cruel cross. 
May we follow the example of his great humility and share the glory of his resurrection, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  
 
Chat @ the Chancel:  
 
Song: VU 124 “He Came Riding on a Donkey”  
(Words: Gordon Light 1986; Music: Gordon Light 1986; arr. Nan Thompson 1995. Words and music copyright © 
1986 Common Cup Company. Arrangement copyright © 1995 Nan Thompson)  

   
He came riding on a donkey, he came riding into town; 

  Slow and easy kind of lowly he came riding with the dawn. 
  His disciples walked beside him, staying close, a little shy, 
  Not too sure where he would guide them, on to live or on to die. 
  But all the morning sang his praises, waking birds and dancing wind, 
  Here he is the Son of David, riding on to take his throne. 
 

Then the children gathered, singing shouts of laughter, bursting cheer, 
In the streets their song was ringing, “Hosannas” filled the morning air. 
Timid adults strained to see him, caught the Spirit, joined the song, 
Spread their cloaks along before him, branches flashing in the sun. 
So all the city sang his praises, waking streets and dancing crowd, Here he is, the 
Son of David, our Messiah, Son of God. 
 
In our fasting, and our feasting, called to follow in his way, 
Called to walk his road to Easter, called to live his cross today. 
Hosanna to the Son of David, hosanna in heavens above, 
Blest is he who comes to save us, blest is he who brings his love. 
Let us join to sing his praises, open hearts and souls to God, 
He is with us, Son of David, God’s Messiah, Christ the Lord. 

 
 
 



Psalm: 31: 9-16 (BAS Pg. 740)  
 
9 Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; * my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also 
my throat and my belly. 
 
10 For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; * my strength fails me because of 
affliction, and my bones are consumed. 
 
11 I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbours, a dismay to those 
of my acquaintance; * when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
 
12 I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; * I am as useless as a broken pot. 
 
13 For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; * they put their heads 
together against me; they plot to take my life. 
 
14 But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord. * I have said, “You are my God. 
 
15 My times are in your hand; * rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
and from those who persecute me. 
 
16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, * and in your loving-kindness save me.” 
 
Second Reading:  Philippians 2:5-11   
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,  
 who, though he was in the form of God, 
   did not regard equality with God 
   as something to be exploited,  
 but emptied himself, 
   taking the form of a slave, 
   being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form,  
   he humbled himself 
   and became obedient to the point of death— 
   even death on a cross.  
 
 Therefore God also highly exalted him 
   and gave him the name 
   that is above every name,  
 so that at the name of Jesus 
   every knee should bend, 
   in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
 and every tongue should confess 



   that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
   to the glory of God the Father.  
 
For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn of the Day: CP 382 “Praise to the Lord”  
(Text: Psalm 113 paraphrased. Ron Klusmeier {1946-}, Music: Ron Klusmeier {1946-} ©.)  

    
Praise the Lord, all of you, God’s servants. 

 Blessed be the name of our God now and ever. 
 From the rising up of the sun may the Lord be praised, 
 Praise to the name of the Lord! 
 
 There is none like our God in heaven or on earth, 
 Who lifts the weak out of the dust,  

Placing them with the mighty, 
Who stoops to raise the weak and low: 
May the Lord be praised, praise to the name of the Lord!  

 

Gospel: Mark 15: 1-47   
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
15As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes 
and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate. 2Pilate 
asked him, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ He answered him, ‘You say so.’ 3Then the chief 
priests accused him of many things. 4Pilate asked him again, ‘Have you no answer? See how 
many charges they bring against you.’ 5But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was 
amazed.  
6 Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they asked. 
7Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder during 
the insurrection. 8So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his 
custom. 9Then he answered them, ‘Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?’ 
10For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. 11But 
the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. 12Pilate 
spoke to them again, ‘Then what do you wish me to do* with the man you call* the King of the 
Jews?’ 13They shouted back, ‘Crucify him!’ 14Pilate asked them, ‘Why, what evil has he done?’ 
But they shouted all the more, ‘Crucify him!’ 15So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released 
Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.  
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16 Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s 
headquarters*); and they called together the whole cohort. 17And they clothed him in a purple 
cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. 18And they began 
saluting him, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ 19They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and 
knelt down in homage to him. 20After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and 
put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.  
21 They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it was 
Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. 22Then they brought Jesus* to the place 
called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). 23And they offered him wine mixed with 
myrrh; but he did not take it. 24And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, 
casting lots to decide what each should take.  
25 It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 26The inscription of the charge 
against him read, ‘The King of the Jews.’ 27And with him they crucified two bandits, one on his 
right and one on his left.* 29Those who passed by derided* him, shaking their heads and saying, 
‘Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, 30save yourself, and come 
down from the cross!’ 31In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also 
mocking him among themselves and saying, ‘He saved others; he cannot save himself. 32Let the 
Messiah,* the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe.’ 
Those who were crucified with him also taunted him.  
33 When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land* until three in the afternoon. 34At 
three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?’ which means, ‘My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’* 35When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, 
‘Listen, he is calling for Elijah.’ 36And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a 
stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, ‘Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him 
down.’ 37Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 38And the curtain of the temple was 
torn in two, from top to bottom. 39Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in 
this way he* breathed his last, he said, ‘Truly this man was God’s Son!’*  
40 There were also women looking on from a distance; among them were Mary Magdalene, 
and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. 41These used to follow 
him and provided for him when he was in Galilee; and there were many other women who had 
come up with him to Jerusalem.  
42 When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before the 
sabbath, 43Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself 
waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for the body of 
Jesus. 44Then Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked 
him whether he had been dead for some time. 45When he learned from the centurion that he 
was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. 46Then Joseph* bought a linen cloth, and taking down 
the body,* wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out of the 
rock. He then rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. 47Mary Magdalene and Mary the 
mother of Jesus saw where the body* was laid.  
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Sermon:  Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher 
                                                                                                         
Affirmation of Faith:   
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  
 

Prayers of the People March 28, 2021 
 

I will end each petition with Let us Pray; Please respond with Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Our Lord comes to us humbly, riding a donkey and proclaiming a message of peace.  
 

Let us pray: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
That Christians hear and share the word of God as true disciples,  

 
Let us pray: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
That all the ends of the earth receive the words of the King of peace,  

 
Let us pray, saying: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
That all leaders, of church and of state, prefer humble service to empty power: 

 
Let us pray, saying: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
That those who see the cross starkly revealed in their lives draw strength from the name above 
every other name. 

 
Let us pray, saying: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
 



We know that we must die so that we may truly live: strengthen all who suffer in mind or body. 
We pray for Bill, Christopher, Dianne, Sheila, Barb, Jamie, and Dimas, We pray for those who care 
for them, and for those known only to you.   

 
Let us pray, saying: Lord, hear our prayer. 

. 
We pray for all who mourn loved ones, hold them in the warmth of your arms. They do not 
mourn alone. Give us the strength and courage to help them through their time of sorrow:   
 

 Let us pray, saying: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
That we who hope to greet Jesus when he comes again be ready and joyful. 

 
Let us pray, saying: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
God our creator, you show your sons and daughters the way to freedom through the gentle 
obedience of your Son Jesus Christ. Grant our petitions as we seek to follow him. 
 

Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
he welcomes sinners and invites them into his grace.  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness.  
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen.  
 
The Lord bless and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favour and grant you peace.  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  



And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing:  
May the peace of God which passes all understanding,  
Keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge of God, our Creator, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, And the Holy Spirit, our Comforter.   
And may the blessing of the God the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you 
this day and forever more.  Amen. 
 
Shared Ministry: 

 
Commissioning Hymn: “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”  
(Text: Joseph Sriven {1820-1886}, Tune: William B. Bradbury {1816 – 1868} Arr. Aaron David Miller; Arrangement © 
2006 Augsburg Fortress) 

   
What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! 

  What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 
  O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear, 
  All because we do not carry everything to God in prayer! 
 
  Have we trials or temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? 
  We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer. 
  Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share? 
  Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 
  Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care? 
  Christ the Saviour is our refuge; take it to the Lord in prayer. 
  Do our friends despise, forsake us? Are we tempted to despair? 

Jesus’ strength will shield our weakness, and we’ll find new courage there. 
  
Commissioning: Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human heart through the 
servanthood of Jesus Christ. By your Spirit, keep us in the joyful procession of those who with 
their tongues confess Jesus as Lord and with their lives praise him as Saviour, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TODAY WE PRAY 

Pray for Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui. 
Pray for Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, Anna our Bishop,  

& Paul our Interim Priest-In-Charge. 
Pray for S. Peter, Comox & Diocese of Kootenay. 

In the Selkirk Region for Holy Trinity, Sooke. 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 
Today, we remember Dianne, Rick & Barb, Sheila, Alice, Carol Ann,   
Joan, Barb, Azeita, Margaret, Dimas, Garry, Sharron, Steven, & Bill. 

We also pray for those we remember in the quiet of our own hearts.   
 
 


