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Kerrisdale Presbyterian Church  
“Mission: People Who Praise” 
Scripture: 1 Peter 2:4-12; Psalm 66 (refrain 1 from psalm 47); Acts 16:16-34 
Hymns: All creatures of our God and King 433; Come, let us sing to the Lord our song 
412; Let us break bread together 548; Rejoice, the Lord is King 267 
May 31, 2015 
Communion Sunday 
Rev. Steve Filyk 
 
I’ve been talking about mission since Easter, 
 Which is a long time on one topic. 
 
Today I’m finishing up. 
 And today you’ll have your own opportunity 
  To voice your thoughts on this topic 
   Over at the church hall, during our potluck lunch. 
  
I know that some of you, 

Some of you are fired up by any talk of mission. 
 
You believe, quite correctly, that faith should be expressed in action. 
 And that God calls us to serve the neighborhoods we live in 
  Bringing justice, compassion, and hope. 
 
Some of you are fired up by any talk of mission. 
 And some of you may secretly wonder  

why we just don’t cancel morning worship 
   And devote this regular gathering  

to service in our community. 
 
Instead of singing songs 

We could run errands for our seniors,  
bring food to the homeless, 

   lobby our government to be better stewards 
    Of our environment. 
 
What would happen  

if we changed what we did at 10 o’clock Sunday morning? 
Would this make a bigger difference in our world? 

 

Of course I think that most of us would argue 
 That despite the value of mission 
  Worship isn’t something we can dispense with. 
 
As recipients of God’s saving grace. 
 we all need the regular opportunity to say thank you. 
 
I mean, what did the people of Israel do 
 After they escaped slavery in Egypt,  
  After they escaped Pharaoh’s pursuing armies, 
   Crossing the sea on dry ground? 
 
They sang. They praised their Lord and Savior: 
 ‘I will sing unto the Lord  
  For he has triumphed gloriously; 
   The horse and rider fell into the sea.’ 
 
What do we do 
 When we experience God’s saving power. 
   
What do we do when God rescues us  

from troubles in our workplace? 
What do we do when God walks with us 

through a time of significant loss? 
 
 
What do we do when God provides us  

with opportunities to use our gifts  
in new and exciting ways? 

 
We sing. We praise. 
 ‘Come let us sing to the Lord our sing: 
  We have stood silently too long…’ 
 
As some of you learned years ago in your catechism. 
 Our purpose, our end is what? 
  To glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.i 
 
Yes mission is important. 
 But worship is indispensable. 
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In fact the reason why we engage in mission 
 Is so that others may experience God’s redeeming love 
  And discover God to be their greatest fulfillment and joy. 
 
As John Piper suggested 
 In our opening quote for meditation: 
 
“When this age is over,  

and the countless millions of the redeemed 
 fall on their faces before the throne of God,  

mission will be no more.  
 
[Mission] is a temporary necessity.  

But worship abides forever”ii 
 
But if worship is the goal and end of mission 
 Could it also be that worship can be missional? 
  That worship itself can be a means whereby 
   People are attracted to God? 
 
Well let’s consider our epistle lesson. 
 
In today’s epistle lesson 
 Peter strings together a bouquet of images 
  That underscore our value, our worth, as God’s people. 
 
If I explored each of them 
 We’d be here all day. 
 
But among them all one stands out to me. 
 It’s an image that is repeated: 
  Peter calls us priests. 
 
First in verse 5 we are spoken of as a holy priesthood. 
 Later in verse 9 we are called a royal priesthood. 
 
To those steeped in the Jewish faith 
 This language would remind them 
  Of God’s covenant with the people 
   After he brought them out of Egypt: 

Israel was to be [and I quote] “a kingdom of priests 
 And a holy nation” among the peoples of the earth.”iii 
 
In this letter Peter reminds us  

that we, collectively, continue to share this missional role,  
this missional calling. 

 
As priests we are mediators. 

We are to represent God to the people of the world. 
We are to bring the people of the world to God. 

 
So how do we do this? 
 
As the often lone practising Christians among friends 
 Or family or neighbors we represent God to them 
  And them to God through our words and our behavior. 
 
You are acting as a priest when you invite that person out for coffee. 
 You are acting as a priest when you offer to pray for your friend. 
 
But this missional task isn’t just fulfilled 
 Outside the church doors, in our neighborhood. 
  We are acting as priests right now, 
   Here in our worship. 
 
Indeed today’s passage calls us (as priests) to offer spiritual sacrifices 
 And (as priests) to “proclaim the mighty acts 

of him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvellous light.”iv 

 
The word Peter uses for “proclaim” (exangello) 

Isn’t really about personal evangelism. 
 
 
“This terms refers to the declaration of mighty acts of God 

(whether his historic acts of redemption for Israel as a whole, 
or personal acts on behalf of the worshipper), 

 in the context of public worship. 
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Whenever this word is used in the Psalms [Septuagint—Gk version], 

it has [the] sense of public declaration of what God has done,  
as an act of praise and rejoicing.”v 

 
So how is this proclamation priestly? 
 How does it bring God to others 
  And others to God? 
 
Well you probably realise 
 That every church assembly is a mixture of all types of people 
  At various stages in their faith: 
 
Some are committed. 

Some are just thinking things overs. 
  Some have simply been dragged here  

by their parents or their spouse. 
 
Our worship of God 
 Is first and foremost directed to God. 
  But it also serves to offer testimony 
   To all those who have gathered. 
 
By the power of the Holy Spirit 

It has the ability to draw us closer to God.    
 
 
“…many Jews in the period between the Old and New Testaments  

took seriously the idea of public worship  
as an act of mission.  

 
They knew full well that the collective praise of God 

 in the synagogue or the temple 
 was one of God’s ways of convincing the Gentiles 

 to bow their knee to the Lord.  
 
In some cases the Jews had great success.  
 
We know that numerous synagogues in the first century 

attracted great crowds of pagans  
wanting to know more about the God of the Jews...”vi  

We may think that most of mission occurs  
 Outside of the church doors. 
   
But in our hymn singing and Scripture reading 
 In our stories and songs, 
  It is also occurring right here. 
 
A minister friend told me a story 
 About an experience he had  

while leading a church in Northern Ontario. 
 
This minister, 

(I’m not sharing his name but some of you know him) 
had met a local radio DJ in a local coffee shop. 

 
 
That DJ, named Greg, 

Was a little skeptical towards the Christian faith  
But the minister would see him from time to time  

and would always invite him to sit down and chat.   
 
The more often they met, the more questions Greg had  

not just about the Christian faith , 
but more specifically about Jesus.   

 
Greg was invited to church  

and eventually he started showing up in February, 
Always sitting in the last pew.   

 
His questions remained but he started to get a sense 

of what makes Christian community different.   
 
For Holy Week he attended most of the services.  

Then on Good Friday, coming out of church he lingered 
 until all the folks had left  

and all the handshaking was finished.  
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 People were downstairs in the fellowship hall  

gorging themselves on Hot Cross Buns  
when Greg approached the minister 

with tears in his eyes.   
 

He said that in that hour of worship "the other shoe dropped"  
and he now understood  

that what Jesus accomplished on the cross 
was done for him personally 

...and for the whole world.  
He described the "warm feeling"  

of knowing that God was not at a distance  
but that God's love surrounded him there 

despite all the stuff he had done. 
(I’m editing the words 

—remember it was Northern Ontario) 
 
 
 

i Question 1 of the ‘Shorter Catechism’ of the Westminster Confession of Faith 
ii John Piper as quoted in Christopher J.H. Wright The Mission of God’s People 244 
iii “Priest” The Eerdmans Bible Dictionary referencing Exodus 19:5-6 
iv 1 Peter 2:9 NRSV 

Greg went on to be a strong lay leader in the congregation  
in the years that followed.vii 

 
Sometimes I think we forget the significance of our Sunday gatherings. 
 
It is important for us to give God thanks. 
 And it is important for us to proclaim God 
  To those who do not yet know Jesus as Lord 

but are listening in. 
 
Maybe one of the most radical acts of mission 
 is a regular participation in worship. 
 
Through our attendance, our participation, our offerings 
 We are acting as priests for the nations: 

bringing God to others 
   And others to God.  
 
Amen. 

v Christopher J.H. Wright The Mission of God’s People 250 
vi Christopher J.H. Wright quoting Dickson in The Mission of God’s People 253 
vii Story recounted by Ross Lockhart 

                                                           


