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Kerrisdale Presbyterian Church 
“Mission: Bearing Witness” 
Scripture: John 4:5-42; Isaiah 43:8-13 (MSG) 
Hymns: At the dawning of salvation 248; Who’s goin’ to tell the story 761; Lord Jesus, 
you shall be my song 665; Joyful, joyful we adore you 410 
April 12, 2015 
Rev. Steve Filyk 
 
Most businesses or organisations  
 Have a mission statement: 
  A formal summary of their aims and values. 
 
Have you ever ‘googled’ anything? 
 
Google’s mission is to 

“organize the world’s information  
  And make it universally accessible and useful”.i 
 
Have you ever opened a can of pop? 
 
Coke’s mission is three-fold: 
 “to refresh the world, 
  To inspire moments of optimism and happiness, 
   To create value and make a difference.”ii 
 
Have you ever had a stay in a local hospital? 
 
The mission of Vancouver Coastal Health 
 Is “supporting healthy lives 

 in healthy communities with our partners  
through care, education and research.”iii 

 
Most businesses or organisations 
 Have a mission statement. 
  These statements serve as a sort of filter 
   For their activities;  

it reminds them what they are all about. 
 
So does the church have a mission statement? 
 

Many Christian communities 
 Have taken the time to reflect 
  On their aims and values 

and have produced various statements. 
 
This process has happened here at Kerrisdale Presbyterian. 
 The other day I found this on the top of my shelves. 
  It’s rather dusty… 
 
It says that “the mission of Kerrisdale Presbyterian Church 
 Is to glorify God, and empowered by the Holy Spirit 
  To continue the ministry of Jesus Christ, 
   Through our words and actions 
    Sharing the “Good News” that God is love.” 
 
I don’t know when this statement was written. 
 I don’t know who wrote it. 
  But I can tell you that it wasn’t simply dreamed up, 
   That these ideas came out of thin air. 
 
When it comes to the church 
 It is not up to us to choose a mission 
  But to orient ourselves to the mission  
   That has already been established by God. 
 
We find that mission in our Scriptures 
 And in the life and work of Jesus. 
 
Of course that mission is diverse, manifold, 
 And is difficult to summarise 
  In a few sentences. 
 
Over the last few months I’ve been reading 
 Christopher Wright’s book: 
  The Mission of God’s People. 
 
His aim has been to explore the breadth of God’s mission 
 As revealed in both the Old and New Testaments. 
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So what is the mission of God’s people according to Chris Wright? 
 It’s huge. And it includes the following:  
 
We are here as human beings to care for God’s creation. 

We are chosen in Abraham to be a people 
through whom God’s blessing reaches all nations.  

 
We are called to walk in the ways of God,  

in justice and righteousness, in a corrupt world.  
We are to live out the dynamic of our own redemption 

in our compassionate treatment of others.  
 
We are to represent God to the world 

and draw the world to God. 
 We are to be people whose lives demonstrate  

the character of God  
and attract others to come to faith in him.  

 
[And] we are to know the living god  

and be uncompromisingly loyal to the Lord Jesus Christ 
 in our worship and witness.iv 

    
That’s pretty broad. 
 But all of these statements are worth considering. 
  I mean we need to remind ourselves 
   Of the various mandates God has given us. 
 
Only then will we be able to clearly discern 
 What we should be doing as Christians  
  And how we should be directing 

And redirecting our energies in the church. 
 
I’m going to be spending the next couple months 
 Speaking about mission. 
  But unlike Christ Wright   
   Who begins his exploration at the start of the Bible 
     
 
 
 

I’m going to follow up from last week, 
 From what we heard on Easter 
  And talk about our mandate 
   To bear witness, verbal witness to our Lord. 
 
Testifying about our faith 
 Speaking about God and Jesus 
  Is probably our least-comfortable 
   Form of mission. 
 
And yet that calling to talk 
 About what we’ve seen and heard 
  Is explicit in our Scriptures. 
 
Just consider these words 
 Jesus shared with his disciples  
  In the Gospel of John: 
 
“When the Advocate comes,  

whom I will send to you from the Father,  
the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father,  

he will testify on my behalf.  
 
You also are to testify…”v 
 
Or consider these words from the first epistle of Peter: 
 “Always be ready to make your defense 

to anyone who demands from you an accounting 
for the hope that is in you;  

yet do it with gentleness and reverence.”vi 
 
Interestingly enough 
 This call to bear witness 
  Is capture in the Kerrisdale’s Mission Statement: 
 
 
‘To continue the ministry of Jesus Christ, 
 Through our words and actions…” 
 
 



3 | P a g e  

 
Of course offering these proof-texts 
 Will likely go little distance in changing your mind 
   About speaking openly about your faith. 
 
We are like those women we encounter in Mark’s Easter story, 
 Last Sunday. 
 
After seeing the empty tomb  
 They are told that Jesus will meet them in Galilee 
  And are charged to share this news with the other disciples. 
 
But what did they do? 
 Mark tells us that they 
  “they said nothing to anyone,  

for they were afraid.”vii 
 
The story of these women 
 Confirm us in our believe that speaking about Jesus 
  Is difficult. 
 
But could it be that bearing witness 
 Is not as difficult as we imagine? 
  Could it be that taking the step of speaking out 
   About our faith will deepen, even rekindle our faith? 
 
The truth is that many passages in our Bibles 
 Have people offering testimony 
  With the ease of someone  
   Giving directions to the grocery store or gas station. 
     
With ease 
 And with joy. 
 
Just consider today’s lesson. 
 I’m not going to retell it 
  As it is rather long. 
 
 
 
 

But let me ask you this question. 
 Would you consider that ‘women at the well’ 
  A good candidate for being 
   One of the church’s first evangelists? 
 
True, she was acquainted with the religious customs and controversies 
 In her community, but when it came to status or standing, 
  It is unlikely that she had much respect 
   Or many friends. 
 
The fact that she was coming to draw water 
 By herself during the heat of day 
  implies that she was a social outcast. 
 
Jesus’ revelation about her series of divorces 

And present common-law arrangement 
Show that she was living outside of acceptable norms.viii 

 
 
This woman would not be regarded as any authority. 
 
And as for having something to share 
 What she could offer as a message was minimal. 

All she knew of Jesus was what she gleaned in a short 
conversation. 

 
She is convinced that there’s something special about him, 
 But even she has questions about his identity: 

“He cannot be the Messiah, can he?”ix 
   She asks. 
   
All in all, this woman has little to say. 
 She wouldn’t have much credibility 
  With the townspeople. 
 
And yet when she tells the people 
 About this encounter, they listen. 
  They listen and they come out to see Jesus. 
   They believe in her testimony 
    And they come to believe in him. 
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One of the reasons I think we are shy 
 About bearing witness to God 
  Is that we think we need to say something definitive. 
   We need to be able to make sense of the resurrection 
    Or explain the Trinity. 
 
But what we learn from the women at the well 
 Is that we can simply share what we have come to know, 
  What we have experienced of God or Jesus, 
   Even if we still have questions. 
 
And while we may think  
 That we will be ridiculed 
  There is a good chance that people will listen. 
 
They will listen not because we’ve convinced them 
 Of anything; they will listen because they are curious. 
 
It is only when they encounter 
 Jesus for themselves will they be able to proclaim 

Like the Samaritan townsfolk: 
   “we know that this is truly the Saviour of the world.”x 
  
 
Most of us are shy about speaking about our faith 
 About sharing our testimony, 
  Talking about God and Jesus. 
 
And yet throughout the day 
 We offer various testimonies. 
  We bear witness about the movies we’ve watched 
   The restaurants we’ve eaten at, 
    The new car we are driving. 
 
When we’re excited 
 We don’t wait for an invitation. 
  We simply bring up the topic 
   And share the good news: that show was fantastic. 
 
 

Which makes me wonder 
 Whether the greatest problem 
  With sharing our faith is more spiritual than technical. 
 
I wonder whether we have forgotten or overlooked 
 The ways that God has been present to us, 
  And that in our failure to rehearse  
   And to remember these stories 

We’ve lost a certain joy and enthusiasm in our 
faith. 

 
So what is the solution for that problem? 
 Well I think we already heard it  
  In those words that were spoken from Isaiah. 
 
Through the prophet God tells a people  
 Who were living in exile,  

because they had forgotten God’s commands and promises, 
That God was still committed to them. 

 
God says: “But you are my witnesses… 

“You’re my handpicked servant 
So that you’ll come to know and trust me…”xi 

 
Maybe it’s as the prophet says, 

that when we become more obedient 
  In that task of sharing our faith with others, 
   That our faith itself will be strengthen, reinvigorated. 
 
I can only imagine that after the women at the well 
 Saw the positive response to her testimony 
  That her own faith was rekindled. 
 
I want to try something different this morning. 
 I don’t want you to leave her without the opportunity 
  To put this mission into practise, 
   Or to simply observe it in practise. 
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Here’s what I want you to do. 
 Get into a group of three. 
  Shuffle down the pews; 
   Move back or forward a pew if you need to. 
 
Step 1: Introduce yourself to your neighbours. 

Step 2: One person shares a recent encounter with God. 
 One new thing you have learned about God; 
  One way you have experienced God’s love recently.  

  
 
 
 
   

i http://www.google.com/about/ 
ii http://www.coca-colacompany.com/our-company/mission-vision-values 
iii http://www.vch.ca/about-us/strategy/ 
iv Christopher J. H. Wright The Mission of God’s People 164 
v John 15:26-26 NRSV 

You might want to share an answer to prayer. 
 Or tell a story about a word of encouragement. 
  Maybe you’ll say something about the way 

God has been present with you in a time of sorrow. 
 
I know you’re comfortable where you’re sitting 

And that keeping quiet is safe. 
  But I think you’ll be blessed by this experiment. 
 
I’m going to give you three minutes. 
 So do this quickly. 
  If someone else wants to talk that’s fine. 
 
But in three minutes we’re moving on. 

vi 1 Peter 3:15-16 NRSV 
vii Mark 16:6-8 NRSV 
viii See D. A. Carson The Gospel According to John 217, 221 
ix John 4:29 NRSV 
x John 4:42 NRSV 
xi Isaiah 43:10 MSG 

                                                           


