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Liturgy of the Islands, March 21 
 
In this time and place, we gather on the ancestral territories of Coast Salish 
peoples.  From many places and peoples we come to this house in 
prayer.  

In this time and place, We are not alone, For we meet in the presence of the living 
God. For we meet in the presence of the living God.  

In this time and place, We are not alone, For the Risen Jesus stands in our midst. 
The Risen Jesus stands in our midst.  

In this time and place, We are not alone, For the wind of the Spirit moves in and 
through us. The wind of the Spirit moves in and through us.  

In this time and place, We are not alone for we gather with the whole company of 
heaven, In this time and in this space heaven and earth are one. In this time 
and place heaven and earth are one.  

In this time and place, Together, one people in Jesus Christ.     
In the name of God, Creator, Saviour and Holy Spirit. Amen.  

Kid’s Time           The Kids & David  
  After Kids’ Time, the kids go to their breakout room.  

Hymn  CP465  Here in this Place New Light is Streaming  Shirley piano 

Kyrie [said 3 times]        Wally  
Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.  

Centering Stillness 
Let us hold this moment open to the Spirit of God.  
[silence] 

Collect of the Day        Wally  
Most merciful God, 
by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ,  
you created humanity anew. 
May the power of his victorious cross transform those who turn in faith 
to him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
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First Reading         Linda 
The prophet Jeremiah lived in Israel in the decades between the 7th and 6th 
century BCE.  During the latter years of his life he witnessed the Jews being 
forced to live in exile by the Babylonians.  He understood their captivity as a 
result of the people’s failure to live according to the mandate given them as 
people of God.  In reality the over-powering force of the Babylonian military 
offered little hope of Jewish resistance.  In this reading the prophet looks beyond 
the exile to a time when a renewed people, with God’s laws “written on their 
heart” would once again enjoy liberty and a return to their homeland.  A 
reading from Jeremiah 31, verses 31-34 
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I 
made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the 
Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they 
teach one another, or say to each other, "Know the Lord," for they shall all know 
me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their 
iniquity, and remember their sin no more.  
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church 
 Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 51:1-13         Rachel 
REFRAIN Create in me a clean heart, O God.  

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness; in your great 
compassion blot out my offences.  Wash me through and through from my 
wickedness and cleanse me from my sin. R  

For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.  Against you only 
have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight. R  

And so you are justified when you speak and upright in your judgement.  Indeed, 
I have been wicked from my birth, a sinner from my mother's womb. R  

For behold, you look for truth deep within me, and will make me understand 
wisdom secretly.  Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; wash me, and I shall 
be clean indeed.R  
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Make me hear of joy and gladness, that the body you have broken may rejoice.  
Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquities. R  

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me 
not away from your presence and take not your holy Spirit from me.  Give me the 
joy of your saving help again and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. R  

Second Reading        Linda 
In this reading from the New Testament book of Hebrews you will hear of one 
called Melchizedek.  At the time that Hebrews was written there was a tradition 
in Jerusalem that identified him as a king in pre-Israelite times.  He was 
thought of as "having neither beginning of days", that is, he was "without 
father, without mother."   And again he was as one who had no "end of life”.  In 
other words, he was eternal, a priest forever.  Given this belief it is 
understandable why the author of Hebrews would link Jesus with Melchizedek, 
a Hebrew name that translates as “king of righteousness’.  A reading from 
Hebrews, chapter 5:5-10.	
Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the 
one who said to him, "You are my Son, today I have begotten you"; as he says also 
in another place, "You are a priest forever, according to the order of 
Melchizedek." In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, 
with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he 
was heard because of his reverent submission. Although he was a Son, he learned 
obedience through what he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became 
the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been designated by 
God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.  
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church 
 Thanks be to God. 

Gospel          Wally  
The Lord be with you, 
and also with you. 
The Good News of Jesus Christ According to John 12:20-33 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, "Sir, we wish 
to see Jesus." Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and 
told Jesus. Jesus answered them, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and 
dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who 
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love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for 
eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my 
servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honour. Now my soul is 
troubled. And what should I say - 'Father, save me from this hour'? No, it is for 
this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name."  

Then a voice came from heaven, "I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again." 
The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, "An 
angel has spoken to him." Jesus answered, "This voice has come for your sake, 
not for mine. Now is the judgement of this world; now the ruler of this world will 
be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 
myself." He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.  
 The Gospel of Christ.  
 Thanks be to God.  

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD      Wally 

Hymn  CP 500  Sister Let me be Your Servant            Rachel voice & piano 

Affirming the Christian Narrative      Wally  
We believe and trust in God the Father Almighty.   
We believe and trust in Jesus Christ, his Son.   
We believe and trust in the Holy Spirit.   
We believe and trust in the Three in One. 

Prayers of the People       Ruth  

Confession and Absolution       Wally 
Jesus, forgive my sins. 
Forgive the sins I can remember, and also the sins I have forgotten. 
Forgive the wrong actions I have committed,  
and the right actions I have omitted.  
Forgive the times I have been weak in the face of temptation, 
and those when I have been stubborn in the face of correction. 
Forgive the times I have been proud of my own achievements, 
and those when I have failed to boast of your works. 
Forgive the harsh judgements I have made of others, 
and the leniency I have shown to myself. 
Forgive the lies I have told to others, and the truths I have avoided. 
Forgive me the pain I have caused others, and the indulgence I have 
shown to myself.  
Jesus have pity on me, and make me whole. 
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May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw us to himself, 
and cleanse us from all our sins, that we may behold the glory of his 
Son, the word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Lord’s Prayer         Wally 
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us, 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  Amen.  

Announcements 
• Wardens 
• other members of the congregation  
• clergy  
• Kids return from their breakout room during Announcements. 

Hymn CP 456  He Comes to Us as One Unknown           Allison piano 

Blessing          Wally 
Go forth from this place in the power of Christ.  
Encourage the faint-hearted; Help the weak; Be patient with those in need.  
See that none of you repays evil for evil but always do good to one another and to 
all. Rejoice always; Pray without ceasing;   
Give thanks in all circumstances and the God of peace will be with us, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Dismissal           Wally 

In these or similar words:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 


