
 

The Church of St. John the Divine 
The 5th Sunday of Lent March 21, 2021 

As people of God, we celebrate Christ in the heart of Victoria through joyful worship, 

building inclusive community, and putting faith into action. 

St. John’s acknowledges these ancestral lands of the Lekwungen speaking people. 

We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion 

and marriage) are available to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 
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Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria. We are a community of faith 

in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of this community 

of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive 

and serving community which is open to all. 

Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that 

reflect the long history and heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and 

enjoy the words, music and opportunity for prayer and to be a part of our community. 

 

Worship in a time of COVID-19 : In these times when we must be careful in any gathering we 

have, appropriate protocols are in place. For the time being due to the instructions from the 

Provincial Health Officer we will be meeting virtually on Zoom. Please check our website on 

how to attend: https://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/ or contact admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca  

  

We will continue to livestream the weekly service of Evensong. 

  

We continue to share daily prayer online with a link on our website daily.  

 

Contacting Us: We are all learning ways to build community "at a distance." We are checking 

phone messages and answering emails. The main email for contact is: 

admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for yourself or for another, there 

will be members of our Healing Prayer group who will offer their prayers. Please contact: the 

church office at the above email address. 

 

You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and 

when we don’t. Please stay and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 
  

https://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/
mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
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10:00 am  Parish Eucharist 

The congregation is invited to join in the responses and prayers marked in bold print. 

Presider: The Reverend Bill Tarter Intercessor: Lorraine Gates 

Reader: Beryl Roundhill Streaming Technician: Karen Coverett 

Gospel: Stephanie Wood Musicians: Upper-voice consort 

Sermon: Dr. John Thatamanil 
 
 

The Gathering of the Community 

Prelude 

Welcome to all who are gathering online. 

Opening Hymn  GERONTIUS 

 1. Praise to the Holiest in the height,  

and in the depth be praise:  

in all his words most wonderful,  

most sure in all his ways. 

 2. O loving wisdom of our God!  

When all was sin and shame,  

a second Adam to the fight  

and to the rescue came. 

 3. O generous love! that he, who smote  

in Man for man the foe,  

the double agony in Man  

for man should undergo; 

 4. And in the garden secretly,  

and on the cross on high,  

should teach his brethren,  

and inspire to suffer and die. 

 5. Praise to the Holiest in the height,  

and in the depth be praise:  

in all his words most wonderful,  

most sure in all his ways. 

Text: John Henry Newman (1801-1890).  

Note: Archaic masculine language is kept here in order to preserve other aspects of the meaning of Newman's poetry. "Man", "man", 

and "brethren" are meant to stand for all humankind in this now outdated usage. 
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The Church Family Prayer 

  Loving God, 

 All:  you have called us to be your family and to celebrate our life together in 

worship. We pray now, for all members of our family as we gather in our 

church buildings, our homes, and online. Through your spirit keep us united 

in love. Bless each of us with your beloved friendship. Teach us, gracious God, 

how to be your church in these times. Help us to know that we are your 

people, that we are your Family, always. Amen. 

 

  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

and the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit,  

be with you all. 

 All: And also with you. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

  Christ calls us to be reconciled  

to our loving Creator, one another, and within ourselves. 

Let us open ourselves to God’s call for our healing and wholeness. 

Let us remember God’s kindness, mercy, and love. 

Silence is kept. 

 

Kyrie Eleison 

 Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

  Almighty God have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in eternal life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 All: Amen. 
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The Collect of the Day 
Silence is kept. 

  God of glory, 

your revelation through Jesus Christ 

calls into your covenant of love. 

Enable us now to reflect your love, 

so that barriers erected by sin may be broken down, 

and all people may be drawn to you; 

through him who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. 

 All: Amen. FWM Proposed Prayers alt. 

 

The Proclamation of the Word 

  Let us listen for the Word of God in Holy Scripture. 

The First Reading Jeremiah 31:31-34 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with 

the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I 

made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 

land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the 

Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 

days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 

hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they 

teach one another, or say to each other, ‘Know the Lord’, for they shall all know 

me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their 

iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

  Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

Psalm  119:9-16 

How shall a young man cleanse his way? By keeping to your words.  

With my whole heart I seek you; let me not stray from your commandments. 

I treasure your promise in my heart, that I may not sin against you. 

Blessed are you, O Lord; instruct me in your statutes. 

With my lips will I recite all the judgements of your mouth. 

I have taken greater delight in the way of your decrees than in all manner of riches. 

I will meditate on your commandments and give attention to your ways. 

My delight is in your statutes; I will not forget your word.  



 6 

 

The Gospel John 12:20-33 

Before the Gospel 

 Cantor: Praise to you O Christ, King of eternal glory. 

  Anyone who serves me must follow me, says the Lord, 

and where I am, there shall my servant be also. 

  Praise to you O Christ, King of eternal glory. 
 

   God is with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

   Hear the Good news of Jesus Christ according to John. 

 All: Glory to you, O Christ. 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They 

came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish 

to see Jesus.’ Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told 

Jesus. Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 

glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, 

it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love 

their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal 

life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be 

also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honour.  

‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—“Father, save me from this 

hour”? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your 

name.’ Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it 

again.’ The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, 

‘An angel has spoken to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘This voice has come for your sake, 

not for mine. Now is the judgement of this world; now the ruler of this world will 

be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 

myself.’ He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 

The Gospel of Christ. 

 All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Sermon 
Following the address there will be a pause for silence.  
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Affirmation of Faith  
  Let us declare the faith of the Church as we say, 

 All: Hear, O Israel;  

the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 

Love the Lord your God  

with all your heart,  

with all your soul,  

with all your mind,  

and with all your strength. 

  This is the first and the great commandment.  

The second is like it:  

Love your neighbour as yourself. 

  There is no commandment greater than these. 
 

Prayers of the People 
Those who have asked for our prayers are listed at the end of the leaflet. 

 

The Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

All may offer their neighbour a sign of peace. 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Music during the Offertory   

Adoramus te, Christe et benedicimus tibi. 

Quia per tuam sanctam crucem redemisti mundum. 

Domine, miserere nobis. 

We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee, 

because by thy holy cross thou hast redeemed the world. 

O Lord, have mercy upon us. 

   Music: Adoramus te Orlando Lassus 
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The Prayer over the Gifts 
In the name of all of us gathered, near and far, we present these our gifts to God.   

 Let us pray: 

 God our provider, 

you have not fed us with bread alone, 
but with words of grace and life. 
Bless us and these your gifts, 
which we receive from your bounty, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 All: Amen. Evangelical Lutheran Worship (2006) 

 
 

As we prepare to celebrate this Eucharist, we remember that we are the people of God. Near or 

far we are gathered together by the love of Christ. We remember that we are incorporated into 

the body of Christ. We join together in this celebration of our union in Christ. 

 

  Let us pray. 

  Thanks be to you, 

 All: Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given us, and all that you have 

borne for us. In our sharing in this Eucharist, in Church or at home, we ask 

you to come spiritually into our hearts. O most merciful redeemer, friend and 

brother, may we know you more clearly, love you more dearly and follow you 

more nearly, day by day. Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving Prayer 1, Book of Alternative Services 

   

 

  It is indeed right that we should praise you, gracious God, 

for you created all things. 

You formed us in your own image. 

When we turned away from you in sin, 

You did not cease to care for us  

but opened a path of salvation for all people. 

 



 9 

 

 

You made a covenant with Israel, 

and through your servants Abraham and Sarah 

gave the promise of a blessing to all nations. 

  Through Moses you led your people from bondage into freedom; 

through the prophets you renewed your promise of salvation. 

Therefore, with them, and with all your saints 

who have served you in every age, 

we give thanks and raise our voices 

to proclaim the glory of your name. 

Sanctus    
 Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts,   

Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.   

Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.  

 Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord:   

Hosanna in the highest. 

  Holy God, source of life and goodness, all creation rightly gives you praise.  

In the fullness of time, you sent your Son Jesus Christ,  

to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us,  

to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.  

He healed the sick and ate and drank with outcasts and sinners;  

he opened the eyes of the blind  

and proclaimed the good news of your kingdom  

to the poor and to those in need.  

In all things he fulfilled your gracious will. 

  On the night he freely gave himself to death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread,  

and when he had given thanks to you,  

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,  

‘Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.’ 

  After supper he took the cup of wine;  

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,  

‘Drink this, all of you:  

this is my blood of the new covenant,  

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.’ 

  Gracious God, his perfect sacrifice  

destroys the power of sin and death;  

by raising him to life you give us life for evermore. 
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  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

 All: Christ has died.  

Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again. 

  Recalling his death, proclaiming his resurrection, 

and looking for his coming again in glory, 

we offer you, Father, this bread and this cup. 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts, 

that all who eat and drink at this table may be one body and one holy people, 

a living sacrifice in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

  Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory is yours, almighty Father, 

now and for ever. 

 All:  

  

The Disciple’s Prayer   

  As Christ taught his friends, and longing for the new life of God’s reign,  

let us pray: 

 All:  Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,   

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial  

and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,   

now and forever.  

Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
  We break this bread, 

 All: Communion in Christ’s body once broken. 

  Let your Church be the wheat 

which bears its fruit in dying. 

 All: If we have died with him, 

we shall live with him; 

if we hold firm, 

we shall reign with him. 

 

The Communion 
  The gifts of God for the people of God. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Music during Communion 

 Agnus Dei 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us thy peace.  

 

Following the Communion there will be a pause for silence. 

 

The Commissioning of the Community 
  One body are we. 

 All: For, though we are in many places, we spiritually share one bread. 

 

Prayer after Communion   

 

Blessing 
 

Dismissal 
  Let us go in peace to love and serve our living God. 

 All: Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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Final Hymn (TH 1982 #603) ST. BOTOLPH 

 1. When Christ was lifted from the earth,  

 his arms stretched out above  

through every culture, every birth,  

 to draw an answering love. 

 2. Still east and west his love extends  

 and always, near or far,  

he calls and claims us as his friends  

 and loves us as we are. 

 3. When generation, class or race  

 divide us to our shame,  

he sees not labels but a face,  

 a person, and a name. 

 4. Thus freely loved, though fully known,  

 may I in Christ be free  

to welcome and accept his own  

 as Christ accepted me. 

 Text: Brian A. Wren (b. 1936). 

 © 1980 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605. 

  

 

   

Please stay and join us for our Zoom Coffee Hour. 
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Readings for March 28th – Palm Sunday 

John 12:12-16 

Isaiah 50:4-9a Words of the prophet Isaiah helped the early church to understand Jesus' 

suffering and ultimate vindication.  

Mark 15:1-59 Mark relates the somber story of the arrest, trial, and crucifixion of Jesus. 
 

 

  

EVENSONG 

Every Sunday with a short sermon – sung by a small ensemble of Choral Scholars. 

Evensong is a contemplative, musical and prayerful liturgy, ideally suited to the end of the 

week and the close of day, and to this current time when we have been asked to avoid 

congregational singing, but still long for the depth and beauty of a choral liturgy. 

 

Evensong will be livestreamed on the church Facebook page and available via the website 

www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca 

 

 

**************************************************************** 

 

The following people have asked for our prayers.  

Please keep them in your heart and mind as you go through your week. 

 Hagos, Tsigay & family Anne Philip & Lisa Rhoda

 Carolyn Nicholas Patrick Elsie 

 Derek Helen Anthony Mavis 

 David & Pat Gary Lorraine Richard 

 Deborah Marion Blanche Cathy  

 John Linda Bill Jessie  

 

 

R.I.P. – Linda Clarke 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/
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The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine 

 
Stewards 

People’s Warden:  Joan Huzar 

Associate Warden:  Lorraine Gates 

Envelope Secretary:  Jim Harlick 

Rector’s Warden: Michael King 

Associate Warden: Karen Coverett 

Treasurer:  David Buckman 

Parish Council 
Susan Bansgrove, Carol Denton, Marguerite Heppell,  

Erin Kelly, Miles Motture, Wendy Suddaby 

Synod Delegates 

Karen Coverett, Joel Hefty, Bill Huzar, Joan Huzar 
 

Staff Supporting the Ministry of St. John’s 

Rector:  The Ven. Alastair McCollum 

Associate Priest:  The Rev’d Canon Kevin Arndt 

Associate Priest: The Rev’d Bill Tarter 

Deacon:  The Rev’d Patrick Sibley 

Curate: Stephanie Wood 

Director of Music:  David Stratkauskas 

Family Ministry Coordinator:  Ruth MacIntosh 

Parish Administrator:  Carol-Ann Zenger 

Vocational Intern: Dr. John Thatamanil  

Honorary Assistants 
The Rev’d Derek Dunwoody / The Rev’d Canon Andrew Gates 

 

1611 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC  V8W  2L5       Tel. 250-383-7169 / Fax 250-381-3573 

pastoral@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca or for urgent calls only, use 250-516-9565 

www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca    facebook.com/St.JohnVicBC 

twitter.com/StJohnVicBC     e-mail:  admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca  

 

 

 
 

mailto:pastoral@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
http://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/
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