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Tuscola Christian 
Publication of First Christian Church, Tuscola, Illinois

Church Calendar 

3,10,17,24,31-Worship Services @ 8am 
& 10:30am 

6,13,20,27-Prayer Circle on            
Wednesdays, 5:30pm 

—————————————————— 

3-CELEBRATION SUNDAY, 9;30AM 

6-Elder’s Meeting, 6:00pm 

17/18-CIY Move (7th-12th grade) 

18-Office Closed (Holiday) 

19-Mission Meeting, 6:00pm 

20-Elders & Heads of MinistryMtg, 
6:30pm 
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Greetings from Les, 

As we have expressed things we are thankful for, let us express gratitude to God as well for His people 
here who have continued on in faithfulness both in person and online. As you have chose obedience in 
your circles and influence to be lights for Jesus may we begin to anticipate a time when we are less 
hindered. 

Looking back to the Saturday right before Covid hit this year we had just had an exciting HoM meeting 
which we have been left wanting with. But we have still grinded forward toward Kingdom plans. 

Perhaps God has wanted to slow our schedule and pinpoint our focus on His Kingdom purposes. 
Perhaps God has allowed us to be grown and refined even more into a Kingdom focussed church. 
Perhaps Jesus has been teaching us about what is most close to Jesus’ heart as we learn more and 
more how to love and live like Jesus. After all, the hardest thing for us is not choosing between good  
and bad, but between what is good and what is best. Perhaps God is bringing us to moments just like 
today where we have to decide whether we are all in or not for what is next. 

For sure we as a leadership have also been a work in progress this year as we have not always come at 
things from the same perspective. There is a healthy representation of the many different ideas present 
within our congregation but can be difficult at times to work through.Sometimes we scratch our heads 
when it comes to effectiveness and focus as we try to discern what is right, good, and most holy in our 
pursuit to please God most. 

We still are a church that dreams and has vision. 2020 has not stolen that. We stand doctrinally sound 
and we have good by-laws and a good leadership structure. Now we need to build on it as we are lead to 
be a Biblical expression of gathering as believers. 

In this we acknowledge fully that our discipleship process needs extreme attention if we are ever going 
to be the church we want to be. All ages need attention and direction. When the disciples were called 
Jesus said come follow me and they left all they were doing and became disciples learning from Jesus. 
Then Jesus taught them how to make disciples by being disciples. Then Jesus empowered them to do 
His work. If we are going to be committed to making disciples then we must first make a decision to be 
disciples. We need to be His in word, action, but also study. This is the first step and a step we must 
continually return too. 

This may ask much of those who accept the challenge but we can not be the church we are called to 
 be if we are not disciples of Jesus who are making disciples of Jesus. 

Throughout 2021 there will be a discipleship class offered over 13 Wednesday evenings: studying the  
life of Jesus. It will not be for the faint of heart. It will take a commitment to learn from the life of Christ 
with the goal of living the life of Christ. It will involve Gospel Reading and engaging the study of a book 
called The Chronological Life of Christ. We will learn even more what it is like to be Loving and living like 
Jesus. 
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This class will be starting toward the end of January with online/in person classes in the auditorium being 
offered on alternating Wednesday nights at 6pm not to conflict with Elder/HoM meetings. 

We have dreams of being a church that continues to look different than when we began together. Over 
the last 2 years we have seen a partnership with CU church which has allowed us to pursue some 
ministry goals while chasing debt at the same time. They have faithfully sent us their commitments into 
the $45k which they committed to God’s Kingdom purpose here in Tuscola over the last 3 years allowing 
us to more easily afford our staff while God knocked down the debt. We praise God for their example of 
Kingdom thinking and generosity. CU church has expressed a desire to continue dreaming together in 
Kingdom vision for the church and Central, IL. 

Through this relationship as well as some of our mission emphasis of Loving and Living like Jesus we 
too want to be a church that is Kingdom minded and not just FCC minded. We have goals of seeing 
hurting churches invested in where they are willing and able. Churches which may be written off or 
considered less relevant or even dying. 

We have dreams of seeing churches planted in some of the small towns like ours of Central, IL that do 
not have a strong Christian Church presence. We always want to see an effort of helping existing 
Christian Churches where possible but also recognize the urgency of eternity which trump excuses for 
delay. 

Within this, we feel lead to see plants in places that need a strong Christian Church presence. Some 
examples that come to mind are places like a Rantoul, a Macon, and a Pana. Challenges exist with the 
shift which has happened in the American Dream Culture which has permeated the ministry world. In 
vocational ministry somehow pursuits have been hijacked to equal the complexity of bigger and better 
salary in place of simple obedience and calling. 

At times the two can work hand in hand, but it should be telling that rarely do you see someone take a 
ministry of less people, less money, or going into communities with red flags while using words like 
calling and obedience. These places are often left for the faltered minister to get their legs again or the 
starting out minister who has their mouths set at cutting their teeth before letting their ambition run wild in 
climbing the church ladder. 

We can be a part of seeing that change and bring accountability into Kingdom pursuits. We want to be a 
part of seeing people answer the call to the less noticed destinations which still need the Church to be 
faithful in showing up. 

Admittedly, Illinois is not a top state destination and many of us understand why. We will not be asking 
people to simply move or stay in Illinois but we will be asking people to obey the call to go where there is 
lesser hope and prosperity and where there is desperate need of Jesus’ revelation. 

Faith followers, Jesus is needed here so let’s stop dreaming about being gone from here unless God 
truly leads us there. 
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We all need reminded of this, myself included. Jesus does not always call people to easier and more 
prosperous situations. Our people and our ministers will see it when they are reminded of calling and 
obedience and not just a pursuit of worldly riches or ministerial success. 

People everywhere still need Jesus and we want to be a part of that. We want to be a part of what God’s 
Kingdom is doing in Illinois. So we want interns and we want to be part of developing disciples who will 
take on the task of vocational, bi-vocational, and volunteer ministers who are called to obediently take 
the message of Christ to the least of these. We need to break expectations and set new examples. We 
believe as a county seat as well as our unique relationship with CU church that we are set in a great 
position to strategize to this end. 

We dream of being a church who increases giving to missions to accommodate such Kingdom pursuits 
and Kingdom dreams significantly in the years which follow our debt being eradicated.   

We also dream of being a place of refuge for ministers and pastors who need a pick me up, 
encouragement, and support. A place which helps provide pulpit supply for preachers who need a break, 
a place which helps provide interim pulpit supply for churches in between ministers. 

In order to think big, dream big, we need to engage big. One of the things which is most evident is that it 
will need to start here. If we are not doing it well here then we have no business going other places. Our 
credibility in our own community, our stewardship in our own ministries, our faithfulness in discipleship 
and our excitement to see revival in central IL begins here and begins with all of us. We willfully choose 
a path of significance. 

The Christian Colleges do not all seem to be sending out the preachers near as much as they once did 
and it is time for the church to reclaim some of what has been outsourced to institutions and parachurch 
organizations. We must be involved in the Godly work of developing, raising up, and sending out 
Kingdom workers. 

When Sarah and I came to FCC we knew some of the challenges and our own red flags and look what 
God has done through your faithfulness and more importantly, God’s generosity. Even in a year riddled 
with set backs and obstacles there have been victories. 

Admittedly, I had some low moments this year. One of the encouragements I can look back and recount 
has been Tony Crouch. Tony made a point to set time aside and pour life and energy into me as a 
pastor, brother, and just a friend. We met on Tuesdays for a short time this year which served as a great 
encouragement to me and times of prayer. Through that he emptied himself out as well as with some 
other commitments and has since recognized perhaps he was doing too much but also recognizes he 
does not want to cut back what God is calling him back into. As he emptied himself he has also felt 
energized in ways he had not felt for some time or even thought possible to be so excited about a 
ministry again. Marla also is thriving in their ministry at Northside and pouring herself out continually. I 
am excited to hear what God will continue to do through them at Northside and I want to see more of it. 
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I believe we have ministers in Central IL who can be called back into ministry and others we are unaware 
can be a part of this. There are impressionable Bible College students and graduates as well as junior 
high and high school students who can catch a true Kingdom perspective in place of the dream machine 
of individual successes. People who could engage and inspire at the same time. People who want to see 
the Kingdom succeed and are less concerned with making mini-kingdoms of their own. 

We, the Elders and I, have projected an every member ministry philosophy before and we truly believe 
that every member of the church should be full time engaged in God’s work, paid or not. 

I believe FCC could inspire other faith followers and ministers to believe “success” can look differently 
and I want to be a part of that. 

We get to dream of thriving in central IL of all places while impacting places desperate for the hope given 
from Jesus’ bride. No price, sacrifice, or commitment is too big. When God has willing people, He does 
incredible things to accomplish His purposes and inspire other believers into doing things they never 
thought possible. 

As God continues to position us to do more I hope we are ready to be involved in the most important 
work of our lives together: Kingdom Work. As we love and live like Jesus and take hold of being an every 
member ministry we will see Jesus change the eternity of people we minister to and with. 

We also need to talk about our last year of commitment into the debt reduction plan… 

In 2020 alone we have seen the debt shrink from $636,805.92. We crossed the under 600k, under 500k, 
and under 400k thresholds this year. Since 2018 we are down from $1.13 mil to $370,615. We believe it 
is quite possible we could be 100% finished with the debt by the end of 2021. 

We again have the debt reduction commitment cards available. If you need to revise, or would like to 
make a commitment into joining us in this quest. We are in the home stretch and we have Loving and 
Living like Jesus focussed Kingdom Dreaming coming into realities if we stay the course and press on 
toward being an every member ministry. Our paths have been joined for sovereign purposes. So lets get 
on with it together!! 
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HERE’S WHAT IS HAPPENING IN 
 JANUARY 2021 

6-Bible Study/Lunch, at 12:30pm 
7-God’s Girls, 2-4pm 
10-Youth Group, 6:33pm 
13-Bible Study/Lunch, at 12:30pm 
14-God’s Girls, 2-4pm 
17/18 - CIY Move (7th-12th grade) 
20-Bible Study/Lunch, at 12:00pm 
21-God’s Girls, 2-4pm 
24-Youth Group , 6:33pm 
27-Bible Study/Lunch, 12:30pm 
28-God’s Girls, 2-4pm 
31-Youth Group 

If you have questions, contact Lori Reed, 
259-2433; lori@fcctuscola.com 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR 2021! 
January 17-18:        CIY Move for 7th-12th grade 
February 27 :            Super Start for 5th-8th grade 
June 20-25:         Jr Hi Main Camp I @ LGCC 

July 2-11 :            Mission Trip to Ireland 
If you have questions, contact Lori Reed, 259-2433; 

lori@fcctuscola.com 

Please Note Date Change

Online Men’s Bible Study 
with start on January 7th. It will 

be on Thursday evenings at 
6pm. You will meet via Zoom. 
Those interested in joining can 

contact Dave Dundas 
(217)369-9032       

Throughout 2021 there will 
be a discipleship class 
offered over 13 Wednesday 
evenings: studying the life of 
Jesus. It will not be for the 
faint of heart. It will take a 
commitment to learn from 

the life of Christ with the goal of living the life 
of Christ. It will involve Gospel Reading and 
engaging the study of a book called The 
Chronological Life of Christ. We will learn 
even more what it is like to be Loving and 
living like Jesus. This class will be starting 
January 27th with online/in person classes in 
the auditorium being offered on alternating 
Wednesday nights at 6pm not to conflict with 
Elder/HoM meetings.

mailto:lori@fcctuscola.com
mailto:lori@fcctuscola.com
mailto:lori@fcctuscola.com
mailto:lori@fcctuscola.com
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December 12/6 12/13 12/20 12/27

General Fund 
(Missions is 10%)

$6,300.00 $6,538.04 $5,797.00 $6,183.00

Benevolence 360.00 90.00 225.00 195.00

Debt Reduction 1,480.00 10,185.00 6840.00 3,890.00

Other giving & 
Reimbursements

50.00 0 150.00 0

MissionTrip 0 0 1,000.00 3,905.00

TOTAL $8,190.00 $16,813.04 $14,012 $14,173.00

Family of Dave Lohr 
Martha Burns, loss of her daughter in law Vicki Burns 
Martha Livingston 
Hannah Hixon, Craig Miller’s step-daughter 
Mark Raymond, friend of Chris Brown 
Sylvia Marie-Cheryl Harris’ cousin 
Hayden Gabbard-Chris & Cheryl Harris’ grandson 
Jim Bierman 
Cathy Brewer-Jeanette Brewers step-mother 
Jerry Leech-Bill Revell’s brother 
Toby & Martha Livingston 
Fern Stinson, Linda Carner’s mother 
Lisa Sigrist, friend and co-worker of Rob Boyd 
Dennis and Doris Pickett 
Barb Myers 
Sandra & Kari, friend of Romine’s in Chile 
Chris Brown 
Rachel Romine (Gallardo) 

Missions We Support 
Abel Sairattanyu family (Thailand) 

Jack Swanson family (Chile) 
Little Galilee Christian Camp 
Christian Campus House EIU 

Lincoln Christian University LCU 
Illini Christian Ministries 
Stadia Church Planting 

Roseland Good News Daycare (Ms. Pearl) 
Operation Christmas Child 

If  you have an update or a request to add, please contact 
the church office.  office@fcctuscola.com or 253-2394 

Serving-Month of  January 

Communion Meditation (1st & 2nd Service)   
3 Celebration Sunday 
10 Bruce Thompson  Bruce Thompson 
17 Tony Crouch   Lori Reed 
24 Mary Knight   Brian Patterson 

Attendance  Worship  
December 6  76 
December 13 94 
December 20 97 
December 27 73 

Prayer Requests:

mailto:office@fcctuscola.com
mailto:office@fcctuscola.com
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100 E. Church Street 
Tuscola IL 69153 

Phone: 217-253-2394 
Fax: 217-253-3869 

Sunday Worship Service 
8:00 am and 10:30 am 
Sunday School Classes 
9:15 am adults & students 

Office Hours: 8am - 4pm Mon-Thurs 
          8am - 1pm Friday 

Ministers: Les Evans, Lori Reed,  
Brian Patterson 

January 2021

   Do you need a 2021 
Calendar? You can pick one 
up for $15 and support the 
Ireland Mission Trip. They are 
available between services on 
Sunday’s, or you can contact 
Lori Reed to get one.

The Book of  
Philippians 

Jan 10- Philippians 1 
Partnering in the Gospel 

Jan 17- Philippians 2 
Imitating the Selflessness of  Jesus 

Jan 24- Philippians 3 
Pursuit of  Knowing Christ 

Jan 31- Philippians 4 
Living in the Nearness of  the LordYou crown the year with Your 

goodness and Your paths drip 
with abundance. 

Psalm 65:11


