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WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher presides & preaches. 

Organ prelude - Nell Howard 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Welcome: Good morning. Welcome to this service of worship on this Fifth Sunday in Lent for 
this church year.  My name is Paul Schumacher, and I am the interim priest-in-charge here at 
the Church of The Advent, during this time of transition.   
As we meet today, we remember the Songhees and Esquimalt nations, on whose traditional 
land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their stewardship of the land 
and the water, the plants, and the animals, through the many generations.   
We remember those who have called this place their home in recent years—the community of 
faith known as Church of the Advent.  Together, let us share our hope, our faith, and our joy, in 
signs of welcome.  
We invite you to come and join our readers, prayer leaders, music director and choir members, 
along with our technical team, as we offer prayer and praise to our God.  Come, come with your 
doubts, your strengths, your weaknesses, and your fears, for God loves us all and all are 
welcome in this space. 
 
Scripture Sentence of the Day:  Scripture shares with us, “I am the resurrection and the life, 
says the Lord; whoever lives and believes in me shall never die.’” 
 
Opening Hymn: CP 551 “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”  
(Text: Ray Palmer {1808-1887}; Music: Lowell Mason {1792-1872}.) Verses 1,2,4 

   
My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Calvary, Saviour divine. 

  Now hear me while I pray; take all my guilt away. 
  O let me from this day be wholly thine. 
 
  May thy rich grace impart strength to my fainting heart, 
  My zeal inspire, as thou hast died for me, O may my love 
  Pure, warm, and changeless be, a living fire. 
   
  When ends life’s transient dream. When death’s cold sullen stream 

Shall o’er me roll, blest Saviour, then, in love, fear and distrust Remove, O bear 
me safe above, a ransomed soul.  

 
Greeting: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
And the love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 



Act of Praise:  A Prayer (from the Lutheran prayer book) 
Please join me in the spirit of this prayer: 
Holy and righteous God, you created us in your image. Grant us grace to contend fearlessly 
against evil and to make no peace with oppression. Help us to work for justice among peoples 
and nations, to the glory of your name, through Jesus Christ, Our Saviour and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
  
Collect of the Day:  Most merciful God, by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ, 
you created humanity anew. May the power of his victorious cross transform those who turn 
in faith, to him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  

 
Chat @ the Chancel:  
 
Song: VU 647 “Travel On, Travel On” (Verses 1 & 4) 
(Sydney Carter 1969, Words, and music © 1969, 1991 Stainer and Bell. Used with permission of Hope Publishing 
Company)  

 
Travel on, travel on, there’s a spirit that is flowing, 

 A spirit that is flowing night and day. 
 Travel on, travel on, with the spirit that is flowing, 
 The spirit will be with us all the way. 
 Travel on, travel on, with the river that is flowing, 
 The spirit will be with us all the way. 
 
 In the kingdom of heaven is our end and our beginning, 
 The road that we must travel every day. 
 Travel on, travel on, to the kingdom that is coming, 
 The kingdom will be with us all the way. 
 Travel on, travel on, to the kingdom that is coming, 
 The kingdom will be with us all the way. 
 
Psalm: 51:1-13 (BAS Pg. 770)  
 
1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your 
loving-kindness; * in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
 
2 Wash me through and through from my wickedness * and cleanse me from my sin. 
 
3 For I know my transgressions, * and my sin is ever before me. 
 
4 Against you only have I sinned * and done what is evil in your sight. 



5 And so you are justified when you speak * and upright in your judgement. 
 
6 Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, * a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
 
7 For behold, you look for truth deep within me, * and will make me understand wisdom 
secretly. 
 
8 Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; * wash me, and I shall be clean indeed. 
 
9 Make me hear of joy and gladness, * that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
 
10 Hide your face from my sins * and blot out all my iniquities. 
 
11 Create in me a clean heart, O God, * and renew a right spirit within me. 
 
12 Cast me not away from your presence * and take not your holy Spirit from me. 
 
13 Give me the joy of your saving help again *and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  
 
Second Reading:  Hebrews 5:5-10    
So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one 
who said to him, 
‘You are my Son, 
   today I have begotten you’;  
as he says also in another place, 
‘You are a priest for ever, 
   according to the order of Melchizedek.’  
 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to 
the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 
submission. Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and 
having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 
having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.  
 
For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn of the Day: CP 386 “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”  
(Text: Isaac Watts {1674-1748}; Music: Melody Psalmody in Miniature, Second Supplement, 1780?; harm. Edward 
Miller {1731-1807}; desc. David R Riley {1947-} ©.)  

 
  When I survey the wondrous cross  

On which the Prince of glory died, 
  My richest gain I count but loss, 
  And pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
  Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
  Save in the cross of Christ, my God, 
  All the vain things that charm me most, 
  I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 
  See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
  Sorrow and love flow mingled down, 
  Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
  Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
  Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
  That were an offering far too small, 
  Love so amazing, so divine, 
  Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 

Gospel: John 12: 20-33   
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to 
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’ Philip 
went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, ‘The 
hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat 
falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 
Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for 
eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. 
Whoever serves me, the Father will honour.  
 ‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—“Father, save me from this hour”? No, it is 
for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.’ Then a voice came 
from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’ The crowd standing there heard it 
and said that it was thunder. Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘This 
voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgement of this world; now the ruler 



of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 
myself.’ He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.  
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon:  Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher 
                                                                                                         
Affirmation of Faith:   
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  
 

Prayers of the People March 21, 2021 
 
I will end each petition with: We pray. Please respond with: Lord, your kingdom come. 
 
The hour has come, now is the time to glorify God's name. Let us intercede for the church and 
for all God's creation, turning to God  

We pray: Lord, your kingdom come. 
 

You are our God: may those who are poor and those who are rich, those near and those far, 
welcome your covenant of peace.  

We pray: Lord, your kingdom come. 
 

We are your people, be with those who receive your promise in baptism.  
We pray: Lord, your kingdom come. 

 
You honour those who choose to serve. Help us to be true followers of your servant Son.  

We pray: Lord, your kingdom come. 
 

 



We know that we must die so that we may truly live: strengthen all who suffer in mind or body 
Bill, Christopher, Dianne, Sheila, Barb, and Dimas. We pray for those who care for them, and for 
those known only to you.   

We pray: Lord, your kingdom come. 
 

We pray for all who mourn loved ones, hold them in the warmth of your arms. They do not 
mourn alone. Give us the strength and courage to help them through their time of sorrow:   

We pray: Lord, your kingdom come. 
 

You draw all people to yourself: bring us out of our slavery to possessions and away from the 
desire for wealth.  

 We pray: Lord, your kingdom come. 
 

Lord God. show us the way of obedience through patient endurance and the way of glory 
through the law written in our hearts. Hear our prayers and come to our aid. We pray through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
he welcomes sinners and invites them into his grace.  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness.  
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen.  
 
May the Lord bless and keep you. May the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be 
gracious to you. May the Lord look upon you with favour and grant you peace. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  



the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing:  
May the peace of God which passes all understanding,  
Keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge of God, our Creator, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, And the Holy Spirit, our Comforter.   
And may the blessing of the God the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you 
this day and forever more.  Amen. 
 
Shared Ministry: 

 
Commissioning Hymn: CP 465 “Here In This Place”  
(Text and Music: Marty Haugen {1950-} © 1982, GIA Publications, Inc)  

  
Here in this place new light is streaming;  

 now is the darkness vanished away. 
 See in this space our fears and our dreamings, 
 brought here to you in the light of this day. 
 Gather us in - the lost and forsaken; 
 gather us in - the blind and the lame; 
 call to us now, and we shall awaken; 
 we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 
 We are the young – our lives are a mystery;  
 we are the old – who yearn for your face. 
 We have been sung through – out all of history, 
 called to be light to the whole human race. 
 Gather us in – the rich and the haughty; 
 gather us in – the proud and the strong; 
 give us a heart so meek and so lowly; 
 give us the courage to enter the song. 
 
 Here we will take the wine and the water; 
 here we will take the bread of new birth. 
 Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
 call us anew to be salt for the earth. 
 Give us to drink the wine of compassion; 
 give us to eat the bread that is you;  
 nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
 lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 
 
  
 



Not in the dark of buildings confining, 
 not in some heaven, light years away, 
 but here in this place the new light is shining; 
 now is the kingdom, now is the day. 
 Gather us in and hold us forever; 
 gather us in and make us your own; 
 gather us in – all peoples together, 
 fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 
  

Commissioning: O God of steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our 
prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may 
live in your Son Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

TODAY WE PRAY 

Pray for The Church of England. 
Pray for Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, Anna our Bishop,  

& Paul our Interim Priest-In-Charge. 
Pray for the Parish of Pender & Saturna Islands, & Diocese of Caledonia. 

In the Selkirk Region for Ecumenical & Inter-faith partners. 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 
Today, we remember Dianne, Rick & Barb, Sheila, Alice, Carol Ann,   
Joan, Barb, Azeita, Margaret, Dimas, Garry, Sharron, Steven, & Bill. 

We also pray for those we remember in the quiet of our own hearts.   
 
 


