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Theme:  Choose to leave revenge up to God. 
 
Text:  2 Samuel 9:1-13 
 
Here’s a thought:  Ann Landers observed, “Hate is like acid.  It can damage the 
vessel in which it is stored as well as destroy the object on which it is poured." 
 
For centuries, the Albanian clans of Yugoslavia's Kosovo province were known 
for bloody family feuds.  They considered any family to be cowardly that did not 
avenge the death of one of its members.  Sometimes retaliation would set off a 
chain reaction that didn't stop until 25 to 30 lives had been lost.  This bloody 
tradition continued until 1990, when a group of Albanian peacemakers settled 
about 150 of the 600 to 700 clan conflicts.  The change came about when the 
people found something they desired more than revenge.  They wanted to 
become a part of the wider European community, and to defend themselves 
against a common ethnic enemy. 
 
Kosovo paid a high price for bitterness and revenge.  Thousands lost their lives 
and the landscape was devastated by war.  Canadian communities, churches 
and families are not immune to such ugliness.  The Bible describes the 
prevention in a relationship between two men who lived 1,000 years before 
Christ. 
 
King Saul had been dead for about eight years and David was now securely in 
power as king over Israel.  He demonstrated his heart in 2 Samuel 9:1-13: 

1 David asked, "Is there anyone still left of the house of Saul to whom I 
can show kindness for Jonathan's sake?" 2 Now there was a servant of 
Saul's household named Ziba.  They called him to appear before David, 
and the king said to him, “Are you Ziba?"  “Your servant," he replied. 3 
The king asked, "Is there no one still left of the house of Saul to whom I 
can show God's kindness?"  Ziba answered the king, "There is still a son 
of Jonathan; he is crippled in both feet." 4 "Where is he?" the king asked.  
Ziba answered, "He is at the house of Makir son of Ammiel in Lo Debar." 



 

 

5 So King David had him brought from Lo Debar, from the house of 
Makir son of Ammiel. 6 When Mephibosheth son of Jonathan, the son of 
Saul, came to David, he bowed down to pay him honor.  David said, 
"Mephibosheth!"  "Your servant," he replied. 7 "Don't be afraid," David 
said to him, "for I will surely show you kindness for the sake of your 
father Jonathan.  I will restore to you all the land that belonged to your 
grandfather Saul, and you will always eat at my table." 8 Mephibosheth 
bowed down and said, "What is your servant, that you should notice a 
dead dog like me?" 9 Then the king summoned Ziba, Saul's servant, and 
said to him, "I have given your master's grandson everything that 
belonged to Saul and his family. 10 You and your sons and your servants 
are to farm the land for him and bring in the crops, so that your master's 
grandson may be provided for.  And Mephibosheth, grandson of your 
master, will always eat at my table." (Now Ziba had fifteen sons and 
twenty servants.) 11 Then Ziba said to the king, "Your servant will do 
whatever my lord the king commands his servant to do." So 
Mephibosheth ate at David's table like one of the king's sons. 12 
Mephibosheth had a young son named Mica, and all the members of 
Ziba's household were servants of Mephibosheth. 13 And Mephibosheth 
lived in Jerusalem, because he always ate at the king's table, and he was 
crippled in both feet. NIV 

 
We learn a powerful lesson from David here! 
 
When you are wronged you can become: 
Bitter 
 

 
 
David had every reason to gain revenge on his predecessor, King Saul.  Driven 
by insecurity and jealousy, Saul had on many occasions attempted to take 
David’s life, even though David had done a lot to benefit King Saul and the 
nation of Israel. 
 
For purely political reasons, it would have been normal and understandable for 
David to wipe out all the descendants of King Saul.  In the ancient world kings 
were expected to exterminate all members of a previous dynasty.  Fortunately 
for Mephibosheth and to David’s credit, King David was a man of his word.  He 



 

 

had made a covenant with his best friend and King Saul’s son, Jonathan, that 
he would show kindness to Jonathan’s descendants.  Mephibosheth was 
Jonathan’s son. 
 
Mephibosheth was not only permitted by David to have life and property, he 
was given an honoured place at court.  In his generosity David went beyond 
what his covenant with Jonathan had required – it was, in fact, an act of 
kindness to honour God. 
 
Hebrews 12:15 sounds the alarm: 

See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows 
up to cause trouble and defile many. NIV 

 
The writer of Hebrews warns followers of Jesus to be on the watch lest anyone 
should not only turn aside from God’s way of salvation by grace, but also be 
allowed to infect the whole community. 
 
Did you hear about the angry neighbour who burned the farmer's sugarcane 
field because he wanted sweet revenge? 
 
Does bitterness affect only the person who harbours it?  No.  Bitterness and 
the grace of God are like oil and water – they do not mix.  Bitterness is based 
upon a system of relationship-building that is based on legalism.  Legalism is 
the attempt to bond two parties through good deeds or works.  Where there is 
good done by one party, it is deposited into the relationship’s bank account.  
Where there is a wrong committed by one against the other, this deed is 
recorded as a withdrawal from the relationship’s bank account.  This 
“bookkeeping” approach to relationships with God and with people is a very 
subtle and contagious one.  When you fall into this method for building 
intimacy you begin to demand of others the same approach to drawing close to 
God and yourself. 
 
A preacher was trying to patch up a difference between two friends.  "You must 
not cherish hostility against your neighbour," he said to the one who was 
complaining.  "If your neighbour does you harm you must forget it." 
 
The man replied, "I do forget it, but I have such a bad memory that I keep 
forgetting that I forgot." 
 
The grace of God is based upon a different approach altogether.  It is based 
upon the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ upon the cross.  By the power of His 
blood, wrongdoings against God and people can be forgiven and wiped off the 
books.  If you refuse to forgive someone else of the debt owed to you through a 



 

 

wrong committed against you, you say “no” to the grace of God and “yes” to 
legalism. 
 
During World War 2 the U.S. submarine Tang surfaced under the cover of 
darkness to fire upon a large Japanese convoy off the coast of China.  Since 
previous raids had left the American vessel with only eight torpedoes, the 
accuracy of every shot was absolutely essential.  The first seven missiles were 
right on target; but when the eighth was launched, it suddenly deviated and 
headed right back at their own ship.  The emergency alarm to submerge rang 
out, but it was too late.  Within a matter of seconds, the U.S. sub received a 
direct hit and sank almost instantly. 
 
In much the same way you can destroy yourself by hostility toward others.  The 
effects of holding a grudge are very serious.  Modern medicine has shown that 
emotions like bitterness and anger can cause problems such as headaches, 
backaches, allergic disorders, ulcers, high blood pressure and heart attacks, to 
name just a few.  When you do not love your enemies but strike back at them, 
you are usurping God's prerogative to administer justice. 
 
Ann Landers observed, “Hate is like acid.  It can damage the vessel in which it 
is stored as well as destroy the object on which it is poured." 
 
Show me someone who refuses to forgive others and himself for wrongs 
committed, and I will show you someone who lacks closeness with God and 
people and who is difficult to be around. 
 
When was the last time you thought of someone and a wrong this person did to 
you?  Do those who know you well know you as someone who harbours 
bitterness? 
 
When you are wronged you can become: 
Bitter 
or 
Better 
 

 
 
When given the opportunity to gain revenge on Saul and his household, he 
chose mercy over revenge.  David had spent enough time with God and His 



 

 

Word to know that he was called to live at a level higher than repaying evil for 
evil. 
 
The Apostle Paul teaches in Romans 12:19-21: 

19 Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it 
is written:  "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord. 20 On the 
contrary:  "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him 
something to drink.  In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his 
head." 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. NIV 

 
Jesus calls you to the rule of love which includes mercy, the very opposite of 
retaliation.  In Egyptian ritual a man purged his offence by carrying on his 
head a dish containing burning charcoal on a bed of ashes.  By showing good 
in return for evil you will heap burning coals upon the head of the one who has 
wronged you.  You will bring shame upon such a one. 
 
A four-year-old fashioned his prayer after what he thought he heard in a 
church meeting, “And forgive us our trash baskets as we forgive those who put 
trash in our baskets." 
 
The trouble with bitterness is that it does not stay the same – it spreads like 
cancer.  In a society permeated with "victim-thinking," it's hard to avoid the 
problem of bitterness.  How can you respond appropriately to bitter 
experiences? 
• Acknowledge the problem.  The first step toward getting rid of bitterness is 

the willingness to admit, "Yes, I am bitter about that." 
• Stop feeding bitterness.  Rehashing traumatic experiences doesn't relieve the 

pain; it only feeds it. 
• Stop making excuses for what happened.  While the offender may have been 

"doing his best under the circumstances," he still failed you.  Moving into 
forgiveness requires acknowledging that failure. 

• Live in forgiveness.  Take the initiative, just as God did.  Confess your desire 
and determination to forgive, then act on it.  This frees you from the "you 
owe me" mindset. 

• Give your emotions time.  Your decision to forgive takes but a moment; your 
feelings may take longer to catch up with that decision. 

• Initiate reconciliation.  Contact with the one who offended you may be 
uncomfortable, but remember you've decided to forgive, and offer your hand. 

• Get rid of the root of bitterness.  Package up your bitter experience and give 
it to God as a love offering.  Ask Him to use the experience for good in you. 

• Renew your mind.  Instead of focusing on how you've been victimized, 
assume some responsibility for the way things have gone.  Ask, "What part 
did I play in this situation?  What could I have done to make it better?" 



 

 

• Make things happen.  Moving beyond bitterness means not only leaving 
traumatic experiences with God, but taking charge of the present.  Find 
something positive you can do, then do it. 

• Proclaim God's sovereignty.  David recognized that there are victims in life, 
yet he moved from victim to victor, recognizing the sovereignty of God and 
the availability of God's grace in difficult circumstances. 

 
Show me someone who has been broken and wounded by wrongs that others 
have committed against him, yet maintains a heart that is quick to forgive, and 
I will show you someone who is strong on the inside and attractive to be 
around. 
 

 
 
Corrie Ten Boom (1892-1983) survived a Nazi concentration camp and shared 
this true story in her book, "The Hiding Place": 

It was a church service in Munich that I saw him, the former S.S. man 
who had stood guard at the shower room door in the processing center at 
Ravensbruck.  He was the first of our actual jailers that I had seen since 
that time.  And suddenly it was all there - the roomful of mocking men, 
the heaps of clothing, Betsie's [Corrie’s sister’s] pain-blanched face.  He 
came up to me as the church was emptying, beaming and bowing.  "How 
grateful I am for your message, Fraulein," he said.  "To think that, as you 
say, He has washed my sins away!"  His hand was thrust out to shake 
mine.  And I, who had preached so often to the people in Bloemendaal 
the need to forgive, kept my hand at my side. 
 
Even as the angry, vengeful thoughts boiled through me, I saw the sin of 
them.  Jesus Christ had died for this man; was I going to ask for more?  
Lord Jesus, I prayed, forgive me and help me to forgive him.  I tried to 
smile, I struggled to raise my hand.  I could not.  I felt nothing, not the 
slightest spark of warmth or charity.   And so again I breathed a silent 
prayer.  Jesus, I cannot forgive him.  Give me your forgiveness.  As I took 
his hand the most incredible thing happened.  From my shoulder along 
my arm and through my hand a current seemed to pass from me to him, 
while into my heart sprang a love for this stranger that almost 
overwhelmed me. 
 



 

 

So I discovered that it is not on our forgiveness any more than on our 
goodness that the world's healing hinges, but on His.  When He tells us 
to love our enemies, He gives, along with the command, the love itself. 

 
When you are wronged you can become: 
Bitter 
or 
Better 
 
Choose to leave revenge up to God. 
 

 
 


