
God   Speaks   Through   Promptings   
  

God   speaks   through   His   Word,   desires,   open   and   closed   doors,   dreams,   and   people.   We’ve   
looked   at   all   of   these   and   how   to   identify   them   and   test   them.   But    most   often    when   someone   
says   “God   told   me...”   they   aren’t   talking   about   these   5   ways   that   God   speaks.   
  

We   tend   to   identify   these   5   when   the   happen:   
“I   was   reading   my   bible   and   God   showed   me______”     
“I   feel   like   God   created   me   to   do   ______”   
“God   opened   a   door   for   me   to   _______.”   
“God   gave   me   a   dream   where_______”   
“I   was   talking   to   a   friend   and   they   gave   me   the   answer   that   I’ve   been   praying   for.”   
  

But   how   many   of   you   have   just   heard   someone   say   “God   told   me,   or   God   showed   me”?   
  

How   many   of   you   would   like   to   know   what   in   the   world   those   people   are   talking   about   and   how   
you   can   hear   God   in   that   way?   And   no   I’m   not   talking   about   His   audible   voice...although   that’s   
certainly   possible,   but   no   common...   
  

John   16:7   
Nevertheless   I   tell   you   the   truth.   It   is   to   your   advantage   that   I   go   away;   for   if   I   do   not   go   
away,   the   Helper   will   not   come   to   you;   but   if   I   depart,   I   will   send   Him   to   you.   

  
Church,   the   Holy   Spirit   literally   came   to   help   us.   That’s   the   actual   reason   He’s   here!   Jesus   
ascended   to   heaven   for   our   benefit.   I   know   He   said   that   He   was   going   to   prepare   a   place   for   
us...but   come   on...Everything   in   the   world   was   created   in   just   6   days   mostly   by   speaking!   Jesus   
isn’t   still   painting   trim   in   your   future   bedroom!   
  

Jesus   said   if   He   goes,   He   will   send   the   Helper.   Do   you   want   to   know   the   primary   way   the   Holy   
Spirit   helps   us?   Promptings!     
  

“A   prompting   is   like   a   flash   of   lightning   in   a   person’s   spirit   that   creates   an   almost   
immediate   knowing   of   which   way   to   turn,   what   to   do,   what   to   say,   how   to   
respond.   The   prompting   comes   with   a   deep   assurance   and   confidence   that   the   
choice   or   decision   is   right.”  
~   Charles   Stanley   

  
Prompt   -   to   move   to   action,   inspire   
  

The   Holy   Spirit   produces   these   feelings   or   thoughts.   It’s   like   a   quickening,   something   you   can’t   
shake...   
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For   MOST   believers,   this   is   the   second   most   common   way   you   will   hear   God   speak   (scripture   is   
first).   The   Holy   Spirit   will   prompt   you   over   and   over   and   over….the   key   is   that   you   have   to   be   
close   to   Jesus   to   recognize   the   promptings.   
  

Promptings   aren’t   supposed   to   happen   occasionally.   They   are   supposed   to   be   frequent.   
  

Jesus   wants   you   to   live   a   life   where   the   promptings   of   the   Holy   Spirit   are   the   expectation   not   the   
exception.   
  

John   16:12-14   
“I   still   have   many   things   to   say   to   you,   but   you   cannot   bear   them   now.   13   However,   when   
He,   the   Spirit   of   truth,   has   come,    He   will   guide   you    into   all   truth;   for   He   will   not   speak   on   
His   own   authority,   but   whatever   He   hears    He   will   speak ;   and    He   will   tell   you    things   to   
come.   14   He   will   glorify   Me,   for   He   will   take   of   what   is   Mine   and    declare   it   to   you .   

  
The   Holy   Spirit   will   lead   you   to   all   truth….HOW   does   He   do   this?   

- He   will   speak   what   He   hears   from   Jesus   
- He   will   tell   you   things   to   come   
- He   will   declare   Jesus   to   you   

  
So   it’s   clear   that   the   Holy   Spirit   speaks   to   us...right?     
  

If   you   are   born   again,   follower   of   Jesus,   where   is   the   Holy   Spirit?   IN   YOU.   
  

So   for   you,   this   is   a   voice   that   comes   from   within!   A   voice   that’s   different   from   your   own!   You   
need   to   understand   this   church.   When   the   Holy   Spirit   speaks,   it   usually   takes   discerning   an   
inner   voice!   
  

And   the   primary   method   He’ll   speak   by   is   prompting.   A   move   to   action,   inspiration,   a   quickening.   
  

We’re   a   scripture   first   church   so   let’s   look   at   some   examples   from   the   Word   of   God.   
  

Simeon   
  

Luke   2:25-28   
And   behold,   there   was   a   man   in   Jerusalem   whose   name   was   Simeon,   and   this   man   was   
just   and   devout,   waiting   for   the   Consolation   of   Israel,   and   the   Holy   Spirit   was   upon   him.   
26   And   it   had   been    revealed   to   him   by   the   Holy   Spirit    that   he   would   not   see   death   
before   he   had   seen   the   Lord’s   Christ.   27   So   he    came   by   the   Spirit    into   the   temple.   And   
when   the   parents   brought   in   the   Child   Jesus,   to   do   for   Him   according   to   the   custom   of   
the   law,   28   he   took   Him   up   in   his   arms   and   blessed   God   and   said:   

  
So   the   Holy   Spirit   tells   Simeon   that   he   will   not   die   until   he   sees   Jesus.   Now,   I   want   to   point   out   
that   there   is   some   time   between   that   promise   in   v26   and   the   fulfillment   in   v27.     
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God   may   reveal   something   to   you   but   not   actually   prompt   you   to   take   action   for   some   time!     
  

Simeon   is   living   his   life.   He   likely   had   a   family.   He   probably   still   worked   in   the   family   trade.   So   
here   he   is,   going   about   his   business...with   a   promise...not   a   promise   that   life   will   be   easy....or   
that   there   won’t   be   pain   or   suffering...just   a   promise   that   he   won’t   die   until   he   sees   the   Messiah.   
  

I   picture   Simeon   teaching   his   grandson   how   to   shoot   a   sling   like   David,   or   teaching   him   the   10  
commandments   and   how   important   it   is   to   obey   God…   
  

Then   all   of   the   sudden...the   Holy   Spirit   prompts   him…”Go   to   the   temple.”   Now   what   you   and   I   
assume   is   that   Simeon   knew   why   he   was   going   to   the   temple.   But   it   doesn’t   say   that   he   did!     
  

He   was   prompted   to   go.   In   fact   he   was   prompted   to   go   somewhere   he   already   often   went!   But   it   
says   he   came   by   the   Spirit...he   was   led   there.   There   would   have   been   hundreds   of   families   at   
the   temple...and   he   arrives...who   knows   how   long   he’s   there…   
  

And   in   comes   Mary   and   Joseph   with   baby   Jesus   in   tow...there’s   another   prompting   that   
happens...it’s   an   assumed   prompting   but   Simeon   didn’t   know   Mary   and   Joseph   yet   he   was   
drawn   to   Jesus   like   a   magnet!   He   goes   to   them   and   picks   up   Jesus   and   blesses   God!     
  

How   did   Simeon   know   the   prompting   of   the   Spirit?   Because   He   knew   God.   He   had   a   life   of   
conversation   with   God.   He   took   time   to   go   and   read   and   study   the   scriptures.   To   pray   and   
worship   at   the   temple.   And   when   the   voice   of   God   whispered   to   him   in   promptings...Simeon   
recognized   the   voice...and   he   went!     
  

Sometimes   we   are   prompted   to   go   and   do   something   that   is   attached   to   a   promise.   But   the   
promise   requires   obedience   in   order   to   obtain   it.   God   is   not   a   liar,   but   sometimes   promises   go   
unanswered   because   we’re   not   willing   to   make   a   move.   
  

Jude   
  

Jude   3   
Beloved,   while   I   was   very   diligent   to   write   to   you   concerning   our   common   salvation,   I   
found   it   necessary    to   write   to   you   exhorting   you   to   contend   earnestly   for   the   faith   which   
was   once   for   all   delivered   to   the   saints.   

  
Jude   was   prompted   to   change   directions.   
  

God   didn’t   tell   Jude   through   the   scriptures,   or   an   open   door,   dream,   or   people,   and   it   wasn’t   
through   desire   either,   in   fact   it   seems   that   his   desire   was   to   write   about   common   salvation   until   
he   was   prompted   (compelled,   felt   it   necessary)   to   instead   write   to   them   about   contending   for   the  
faith.   
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The   Holy   Spirit   compelled   Jude   to   exhort   them...meaning   to   come   alongside   and   inspire...stoke   
the   fire   and   get   the   passion   for   truth   moving!     
  

He   came   alongside   them   with   this   passion   for   truth   so   they   would   contend...struggle   for...fight   
for   truth!     
  

Sometimes   what   you   feel   like   doing,   even   though   it   is   a   good   thing,   it’s   not   what   God   wants   you   
to   do.     
  

Jude’s   desire   was   good,   his   aim   just   needed   a   little   adjustment.   It’s   good   you   want   to   write   to   
them,   but   here’s   what   they   need...   
  

We   can   be   prompted   to   redirect   our   time,   efforts,   finances,   etc.   for   God’s   plan.   A   more   effective   
plan!   
  

Paul   
  

Acts   20:22   (CSB)   
“And   now   I   am   on   my   way   to   Jerusalem,    compelled   by   the   Spirit ,   not   knowing   what   I   
will   encounter   there,   

  
Paul   is   such   a   great   example   of   someone   who   was   really   led   by   the   Spirit.   This   is   some   time   
after   the   Holy   Spirit   prevented   him   from   going   to   a   couple   of   places   and   then   he   had   the   vision   
to   go   to   Macedonia.     
  

Here   Paul   is   compelled   to   go   to   Jerusalem.   The   NKJV   says   he   was   bound   by   the   Spirit.   But   it’s   
not   that   the   Spirit   bound   him...Paul   bound   himself   to   the   Holy   Spirit...because   he   made   a   
decision   to   walk   in   the   Spirit   and   not   in   the   flesh   
  

Simply   put...Paul   attached   himself   to   the   Holy   Spirit…”where   you   go,   I’ll   go”   
  

And   here   he’s   compelled   to   go   not   knowing   what   he’ll   encounter   there....blind   faith...belief   that   
God   has   a   plan...and   trust   that   that   plan   is   best   for   Paul…   
  

What   I   didn’t   show   you   is   the   next   verse…   
  

Acts   20:23   
except   that   the   Holy   Spirit   testifies   in   every   city,   saying   that   chains   and   tribulations   await   
me.   

  
Everywhere   Paul   goes...the   Holy   Spirit   tells   him   that   chains   and   tribulations   await   him!   Yet   he   
follows   the   Spirit’s   prompting   anyway…   
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Are   you   willing   to   blindly   follow   the   Spirit’s   promptings   no   matter   what   awaits   you?   Can   you   trust   
Jesus   for   that?     
  

When   the   Holy   Spirit   prompts   you,   it’s   like   He’s   saying:   “I   love   you   enough   to   tell   you   what   to   do   
in   this   situation.”   
  
  

Psalm   32:8   
I   will   instruct   you   and   teach   you   in   the   way   you   should   go;   
I   will   guide   you   with   My   eye.   

  
Are   you   willing   to   follow   His   vision   even   when   you   can't   see   what’s   ahead?     
  
  

We   have   to   understand   God   never   speaks   just   because   He   can.   God   is   not   an   idle   talker.   Every   
word   that   comes   out   of   His   mouth   flows   from   His   Spirit   and   has   a   targeted   location   in   your   life.   
When   acted   upon,   it   will   bring   to   pass   the   very   thing   God   desires.     
  

When   we   listen   to   and   obey   His   promptings,   God’s   Word   goes   to   work   on   our   behalf   and   the   
purpose   and   desire   of   God   is   brought   into   existence.   It   doesn't   come   without   opposition,   but   it   
does   come   without   fail.     
  
  

Discerning   promptings   
How   do   we   know   if   a   prompting   is   actually   God.   It’s   really   simple...If   I   were   not   standing   
here   in   front   or   you,   and   you   can’t   see   me,   how   would   you   know   this   is   my   voice?   
Because   you   know   me.   My   voice   is   familiar   if   you’ve   heard   me,   if   we’ve   conversed.     
  

But   there   was   a   time   you   didn’t   know   my   voice.   If   you’re   here   for   the   first   time,   you   don’t   
know   this   voice   and   if   you   hear   it   a   table   over   at   the   restaurant,   you   might   not   know   it’s   
me...until   you   learn   my   voice.   
  

You   might   think   it’s   me   sometime   and   be   wrong.   It’s   a   learning   process...just   as   it   is   to   
learn   God’s   voice.     
  

But   you   can   ask   for   the   Holy   Spirit   to   teach   you.   And   as   with   every   way   of   speaking   He   
uses...test   it   against   the   scriptures!     

  
You   might   have   to   take   a   risk   in   following   a   prompting   but   it’s   so   important   that   we   act   when   it’s   
God!     
  

We   have   no   idea   how   our   obedience   to   promptings   can   affect   the   world.   We   tend   to   think   in   
days   and   moments   while   God   thinks   in   generations   and   eternity!   
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When   God   prompts   you   to   pray,   pray.   
When   God   prompts   you   to   serve,   serve.   
When   God   prompts   you   to   give,   give.   
  

The   Holy   Spirit   sets   us   up   for   success   but   it’s   still   up   to   us   to   obey   the   promptings.   And   our   
obedience   just   might   be   the   answer   to   someone   else’s   miracle.   
  

Worship   
Conviction   
Reach   out   -   encourage,   comfort,   love   
Praise,   thanksgiving   
Prophecy   
  

Like   I   always   say...God   blesses   obedience...He   said   to   obey   is   better   than   sacrifice!   
  
  
  
  
  

The   very   first   prompting   of   the   Holy   Spirit   that   any   person   experiences   is   the   one   to   accept   
Jesus   as   your   Savior   and   then   to   follow   Jesus   as   Lord   of   your   life.     
  

It’s   at   that   moment   that   one   is   indwelt   by   the   Holy   Spirit,   where   He   begins   to   help   you….     
  
  
  

Jesus’   offer   is   less   about   a   life   without   some   things   and   more   about   a   life   with   Someone.   
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