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Am I My Brother’s Keeper?  |  Genesis 4:2-10 |  March 14, 2021 

Genesis 4:9, After murdering His brother God asks Cain, “Where His brother is, 
Abel?” 
Question:   Why do you think that this was important question? 

Genesis 4:9, “Cain replies, “I do not know;  am I my brother’s keeper?”   
Question:  Do you think that Cain gave an honest answer?  

Study:  To appreciate the question we have to consider the word “guardian” (keeper). 
• To be a keeper of someone is to assume a role, on behalf of another, to preserve a 

life, take care of another all the time, protect, store up goodness, offer goodness, 
watch over the life of another, never sleep, and to constantly be on guard.”  

• This role of keeper is actually rooted only in God’s capacity to be good – all the 
time.  And furthermore, it is rooted in God’s desire to bring goodness to all of 
creation. This is a God thing.   

• Cain is sharing appreciation and casting vision, because of a pressing need for 
God to be his families’ keeper because they had messed up.  He and his family, 
Adam and Eve, stood in a place of great need because they had messed up and 
now needed God’s goodness. They needed grace, mercy and God to preserve 
them. They needed God to be their keeper.  

• Cain was declaring God to be their human keeper (guardian). He is throwing  
himself upon the mercy of God. Trusting that God would preserve Him, and His 
family, that God had goodness for him regardless of his killing of his brother – to 
which he was guilty.  

• Cain is honestly and realistically admitting, “I am not a keeper of my family. That is 
not me. I am not a keeper.” That is who God is.   

• So, who is Cain? He is his brother’s brother.  This makes the offence of murder all 
the more serious.  

Question: What right did Cain have to take Abel, his brother’s life? 
Answer: None whatsoever.   

Genesis 4:10., God says, “Your brother’s blood cries out to me from the ground.  
There is a consequence for Cain’s anger / sin.  There always is a wage for sin. 

DISCUSSION NOTES 



BIG IDEA:  This story is about guilt and grace meeting head-to-head and God’s 
insuring redemptive plan of justice and mercy. 

Question:   What does it mean for you and me, to answer the question about 
brotherhood and sisterhood?  

#1. Being a brother and a sister means never losing hope because of God’s 
continued capacity to be a keeper.  It is about letting God be God.  
Question: What do you think it means for God to be our keeper?  
Answer: We must keep in front of us God’s goodness.  God’s ability “preserves, takes 
care of, protect, store up goodness, offers goodness, watch over the life of all 
mankind, never sleep, and to constantly be on guard.”  We must trust in God’s 
authority and keeping power.  
It should be noted that the word that Cain uses for guardian / keeper is the same 
word used in the Levitical blessing in Numbers 6.   
Read: Number 6:24-26 – The word keeper is part of the Levitical blessing.  
This is the vision of the cross. Jesus suspended in full display. God is the world’s 
keeper.   It is essential that we believe that God is not done his work in His world.  

#2. To be a brother or sister means being responsible.  
This is not about being responsible for people, (I am not the keeper), but I am 
responsible to my brother.  

Question: What is the difference, being responsible to someone, not for someone? 

Question: Do you remember the first time you felt human responsibility?  

#3. To be a brother & sister is to come to Jesus together.  God is our keeper. 

Read:  Luke 9:10-17  
Question: In ways does Jesus assume the role of keeper and the disciples the role of 
brother and sister?  

Closing thoughts:  
Am I my brother’s keeper?  God has got all that.   
I am a brother and sister to my brother and sister?  Yes, I am truly committed.  


