
MORNING PRAYER LITURGY FOR LENT 
Including a Rite to Mark the First Anniversary of the  

Global Coronavirus Pandemic Declaration 
 

Words of Welcome: Delivered by the Most Rev. Anne Germond, Metropolitan of Ontario 

We begin our worship today in silence. A candle is then lit to signal the beginning of the rite.  

Canon Susan: Mary came where Jesus was and saw him. Kneeling at his feet, she said to  
him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother, Lazarus, would not have died.”  
Disturbed by her weeping, and by the grief of those who came with her,  
Jesus was troubled in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said 
to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus wept.  
 
After a brief pause, the rite continues:  
 
Officiant: Out of the depths we cry to you, O God.  
Response: Turn your ear to the voice of our supplication. 
Officiant: With yearning hearts we wait for you, trusting in your promises.  
Response: We wait and we hope, more than a sentry waits for the morning light.  
Officiant: For you, O God, are our strength and hope.  
Response: Steadfast is your love, and your power to set free beyond measure.  
 
Officiant: Today we mark the first anniversary of the declaration of the COVID-19 pandemic by the 
World Health Organization. Over the past year, many have suffered pain and loss, and all of us 
have faced hardship or disruption. Yet, we also have experienced God’s presence in new and 
meaningful ways, witnessing the resiliency of God’s people when we trust in this presence. 
Therefore, our testimony is that, in the midst of darkness, uncertainty, and fear, we are not alone.  
 
As we look back on both the tragedies and blessings of the past year, we call to mind the story 
of Jesus visiting the grave of his beloved friend Lazarus. Though Lazarus had been laid to rest for 
a period of four days, and death seemed to have the final word, Jesus commanded the stone 
sealing the tomb be rolled away. He called forth Lazarus into life, and exhorted the people to 
unbind the once dead man from his grave clothes and set him free. However, we also recall 
that Jesus was moved in his deepest being and wept at the grave of his friend.  
 
As we mark this day, we weep with those who mourn and suffer and serve. Yet, we also look 
forward in confidence, trusting God’s power to heal and deliver the creation he called into life 
and continues to love.  
 
Officiant: In silence we wait; in darkness you come to us. Bring us your light.	ii.																																																
 

--A Moment of Silence is Observed-- 
 
Archbishop Germond (via video): Let us pray.   
God of tender and fierce consolation, your anointed One wept at the grave of his beloved 
friend Lazarus.  Cry us into love again: break open our hearts to all who are vulnerable and 
alone, to ourselves in our glorious finitude, and to you , the source of all being, so we may face 
sickness and fear, despair and death with hope in the resurrection and faith in the One who 
calls forth life from death, Jesus Christ our Comforter, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit one God, now and for ever. Amen.	I	



	

Opening Hymn 
 
Confession 
Officiant: Dear friends in Christ,                                               
let us with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, 
that we may obtain forgiveness 
by his infinite goodness and mercy.  

Silence is kept. 

Officiant:  Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart;                             
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.                           
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us, 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your name.                               
Response: Amen.  

Absolution                                   
Officiant: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins,                      
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Response: Amen.  

The Invitatory                    
Officiant: The Lord is full of compassion and mercy: O come, let us worship 

Venite (Psalm 95:1-7) 

Officiant: Come, let us sing to the Lord; 
  let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 
  Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving 
  and raise a loud shout to Him with psalms. 
  For the Lord is a great God 
  and a great king above all gods. 
  In His hand are the caverns of the earth, 
  and the heights of the hills are His also. 
  The sea is His for He made it, 
  and His hands have moulded the dry land. 
  Come let us bow down and bend the knee, 
  and kneel before the Lord our maker. 
  For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture  

and the sheep of His hand. 
  Oh, that today you would hearken to His voice! 



 
Officiant: The Lord is full of compassion and mercy: O come, let us worship 
 
The Proclamation of the Word 
Old Testament Lesson 
at the end of the reading 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
Response: Thanks Be to God. 
 
Psalm (read responsively by the half verse) 
 
New Testament Lesson 
at the end of the reading 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
Response: Thanks Be to God. 
 
Gospel 
Gospeller:  The Lord be with you. 
Response:  And also with you. 
Gospeller:    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to… 
Response: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

at the end of the gospel reading 
Gospeller:   The Gospel of Christ 
Response: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon  
 
Affirmation of Faith  
Officiant: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  

Response:   Amen. 
 
Intercessions and Thanksgivings 
The response is… 



 
The Collect of the Day  
Response: Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Officiant: And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,   
  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name,  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done,  on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
  for ever and ever.  
Response:    Amen. 
 
Doxology 
Officiant:  Glory to God 
  whose power, working in us, 
  can do infinitely more 
  than we can ask or imagine. 
  Glory to God from generation to generation, 
  in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 
  for ever and ever.  
Response: Amen. 
 
Officiant: Let us bless the Lord. 
Response: Thanks be to God. 
 
Officiant: Closing Blessing 
Response: Amen. 
 
The candle is extinguished. 
 
Closing Hymn 
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