
Christmas Eve  

7:30 PM 

 

WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE       O Come, All Ye Faithful –  

Incorporating For Unto Us a Child is Born by Handel – arr. Larson 

Dave Lewis and Curry Moyer, trumpets 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who was in the beginning, who makes a dwelling among 

us, who covers us with justice and mercy. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God of goodness and lovingkindness, 

we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors.  We have turned away from 

your invitation to new life.  We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden.  In 

your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, those we know and those known only to you, for 

the sake of the one who came to live among us, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

Hear the good news of peace and salvation! God forgives us all our sins, not through our own 

work, but through Jesus Christ, made known to all people. With all who come to the manger, 

rejoice in this amazing gift of grace.  Amen. 

 

CAROL - Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful  

 

O come, all ye faithful, 

joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

come and behold him, 

born the king of angels: 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 

 

Sing, choirs of angels, 

sing in exultation, 

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God 



in the highest: 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 

 

Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3-4;  
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GREETING  

Today Christ is born: Alleluia! 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. 

Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus' presence and in the last day wake to the 

brightness of his glory; through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2–7 

 
2
The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness —  

 on them light has shined. 

  
3
You have multiplied the nation, 

 you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 

 as with joy at the harvest, 

 as people exult when dividing plunder. 

  
4
For the yoke of their burden, 

 and the bar across their shoulders, 

 the rod of their oppressor, 

 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

  
5
For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

 and all the garments rolled in blood 

 shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

  
6
For a child has been born for us, 

 a son given to us; 

 authority rests upon his shoulders; 

 and he is named 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 



  
7
His authority shall grow continually, 

 and there shall be endless peace 

 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

 He will establish and uphold it 

 with justice and with righteousness 

 from this time onward and forevermore. 

 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

 

CAROL: O Little Town of Bethlehem  

 

O little town of Bethlehem, 

how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

the silent stars go by; 

yet in thy dark streets shineth 

the everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

are met in thee tonight. 

 

O holy child of Bethlehem, 

descend to us, we pray; 

cast out our sin, and enter in, 

be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

the great glad tidings tell; 

oh, come to us, abide with us, 

our Lord Immanuel! 

 

SECOND READING: Luke 2:1–7 

 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.  
2
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.  

3
All went to 

their own towns to be registered.  
4
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 

of David.  
5
He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 

a child.  
6
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  

7
And she gave birth to 

her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 

no place for them in the inn. 

 

CAROL: Away in a Manger 

 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 

the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 



 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 

close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in your tender care 

and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 

 

Text: North American, 19th cent. 
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THIRD READING: Luke 2:8–20 

 
8
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.  

9
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified.  
10

But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you 

good news of great joy for all the people:  
11

to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 

who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
12

This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands 

of cloth and lying in a manger."  
13

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

  
14

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

  
15

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us 

go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 

us."  
16

So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  
17

When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child;  
18

and all who 

heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.  
19

But Mary treasured all these words and 

pondered them in her heart.  
20

The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

CAROL: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn king; 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled." 

Joyful, all you nations, rise; 

join the triumph of the skies; 

with angelic hosts proclaim, 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn king!" 

 

SERMON    Pastor Becky Schanely 

 

CAROL:  On Christmas Night 

 

On Christmas night all Christians sing 



to hear the news the angels bring. 

On Christmas night all Christians sing 

to hear the news the angels bring: 

news of great joy, news of great mirth, 

news of our merciful king's birth. 

 

All out of darkness we have light, 

which made the angels sing this night. 

All out of darkness we have light, 

which made the angels sing this night: 

"Glory to God in highest heav'n; 

peace on earth, and goodwill. Amen." 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to you, 

in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace that the Christ child was born to bring be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

COMMUNION LITURGY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

SHARING OF COMMUNION 

Share communion with those in your home using the elements you’ve prepared with the words: 

The body of Christ, given for you 

The blood of Christ, shed for you 

  



MUSIC DURING COMMUNION  In the Bleak Midwinter – arr. Harmon 

Dave Lewis and Curry Moyer, trumpets 
 

In the Bleak Midwinter, arr. Harmon 

www.SacredMusicPublishing 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray.  We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us from your very 

self with the body and blood of Christ.  Through this mystery, send us forth to proclaim your 

promise to a world in need, through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 

 

MUSIC DURING THE LIGHTING OF CANDLES 

                 O Holy Night - Adam 

Kevin Schanely, tenor 

 

During the singing of O Holy Night, light or turn on the candles that you have gathered for 

worship.  Dim or turn out the lights in the room in which you are worshipping. 

 

All join in singing: 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child.  Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

THE GOSPEL OF THE INCARNATION: John 1:1–14 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 

beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 

into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  There was a man sent from 

God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 

through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  The true light, which 

enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

 

All join in singing: 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, heav’nly hosts sing, alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior, is born!  Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 

He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, 

who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood 

or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.  And the Word became flesh and lived 

among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

All join in singing: 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 



Radiant beams from your holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 

 

BLESSING 

Almighty God, 

who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, 

proclaimed joy through the angels, 

sent the shepherds with good news, 

and led the magi by a star, 

bless you this day through the Word made flesh. 

Amen 
 

CAROL: Joy to the World  

During the singing of Joy to the World, return your lights to their normal setting – and keep your 

candles lit as a reminder of the Christ child who has come into the world. 

 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her king; 

let ev'ry heart prepare him room 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let all their songs employ, 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

 

POSTLUDE          Joy to the World – arr. Lanier 

Dave Lewis and Curry Moyer, trumpets 

 
Christmas Joy Trio – arr. Lanier 
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