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Order for Worship 

Lessons and Carols 

 

WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE      Patapan – arr. Larson 

Jenna Krauss, Flute 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 

Joy to the World! 

The Lord is come! 

As the candles of our wreath burn brightly, we join with Christians 

around the world in praising our God who sent a child to save us. 

Glory to God in the highest! 

With hope we waited, in love we gathered, for peace we prayed, with 

joy we sing, for God has come and God will come again. 

Let us worship God! 

 

HYMN ELW 269 Once in Royal David's City 

 

Once in royal David's city 

stood a lowly cattle shed, 

where a mother laid her baby 

in a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ, her little child. 

 

He came down to earth from heaven 

who is God and Lord of all, 

and his shelter was a stable, 

and his cradle was a stall; 

with the poor and meek and lowly, 

lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 
Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has brightened weary 

hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower us to proclaim the birth of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  Amen. 

 



FIRST LESSON Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19  

God announces in the Garden of Eden Adam and Eve's punishment for their rebellion and that 

the seed of woman shall bruise the serpent's head. 

 

CAROL ELW 254 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 

born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us; 

let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, 

hope of all the earth thou art, 

dear desire of ev'ry nation, 

joy of ev'ry longing heart. 

 

Born thy people to deliver, 

born a child, and yet a king; 

born to reign in us forever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit 

rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all-sufficient merit 

raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 

 

SECOND LESSON Genesis 22:15-18  

God promises to Abraham that by his descendants all the nations of the earth will obtain 

blessings. 

 

CAROL ELW 257 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

O come, O Branch of Jesse, free 

your own from Satan's tyranny; 

from depths of hell your people save, 

and give them vict'ry o'er the grave. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite 



 

THIRD LESSON Isaiah 9:2,6-7  

The prophet announces the birth of a king to a people in darkness. 

 

DUET   Were You There on that Christmas Night? – Sleeth 

Courtney Herm and Jamie Hovanec 
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FOURTH LESSON Micah 5:2-5a  

The king is coming and will usher in a reign of justice for the poor and peace for all God's 

creation. 

 

CAROL O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

O little town of Bethlehem, 

how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

the silent stars go by; 

yet in thy dark streets shineth 

the everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

are met in thee tonight. 

 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 

be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

the great glad tidings tell; 

oh, come to us, abide with us, 

our Lord Immanuel! 
 
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893 

 

 

FIFTH LESSON Luke 1:26-35,38 The angel Gabriel announces to the virgin Mary that she will 

give birth to God’s promised Son, whose kingdom will never end. 

 

SOLO     What Child Is This? – arr. Kerby 

Lynsey Quinn 
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SIXTH LESSON Luke 2:1-16  

Against a backdrop of emperors and taxes, Jesus is born.  The shepherds go to see the Savior of 

the world and find him lying in a manger. 

 

CAROL ELW 300 The First Noel 

 

The first Noel the angel did say 

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 

on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 

Born is the King of Israel. 

 

They looked up and saw a star 

shining in the east beyond them far; 

and to the earth it gave great light, 

and so it continued both day and night. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 

Born is the King of Israel. 
 
Text: English traditional 

 

PRAYERS  

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who 

are in need. 

 

Night and day, all creation praises you, O God. Strengthen your church across nations, 

denominations, and traditions. Fill us with wisdom and unify our proclamation of your 

forgiveness and mercy. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

All creation is holy to you, O God. You cause the earth to bring forth its shoots and gardens to 

spring up. Protect hibernating animals and frozen lands that wait earnestly for longer days of 

awakening and growth. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

The nations are upheld by your hand, O God. Cause righteousness and praise to spring forth, 

inspiring leaders to serve with compassion and integrity. Send your spirit of discernment upon 

legislators grappling with complex decisions for the sake of the common good. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Send the spirit of your Son into our hearts, O God. Come quickly to hearts that race with fear, 

hearts that break with grief, and hearts that long for wholeness. Reveal your power to heal and to 

save. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Adopt us into your family, O God. Bless our elders with peace and joy. Strengthen those who 

have retired, those who work in older age, and those in need of income, food, company, or health 

care. Connect young and old across generations. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 



Let us depart in peace, O God, according to your word. For all your saints, we give you thanks. 

Prepare our salvation in the sight of all your witnesses of every time and place. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to 

you, in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

SEVENTH LESSON John 1:1-14  

John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation. 

 

CAROL ELW 283 O Come, All Ye Faithful 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 

joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

come and behold him, 

born the king of angels: 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 

 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 

born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n! 

Word of the Father, 

now in flesh appearing: 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 
 
Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3-4; tr. unknown, st. 2 
 

BLESSING  

May Christ, who by his incarnation 

has filled us with grace and truth, 

give you peace this Christmas and always. 

Almighty God, Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit, 



bless you now and forever. 

Amen 

 

Glory to God in the highest! 

Peace to God’s people on earth! 
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE    The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy- arr. Thomas 

Zach Truskowski, Conga drums 
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