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Knowing Him 
 
If I were to ask most of you what the most important part of Christianity is, most of you would 
probably say a relationship with Christ.  
 
And you would be correct. 
 
But why would you say that? Would you say it because it’s true to you? Or because it is actual 
truth? Or because you have been told, even trained to respond that way?  
 
We’ve all heard the saying it’s not about religion, it’s about relationship. To me that saying is 
true, but it’s almost cliche just like “What would Jesus do?”. Often overused in Christian circles 
to answer the right questions but seldom practiced in the lives of those same people. 
 
I shared a couple weeks ago about a testimony that was shared with me. He said as he heard 
this message, there was one thing that stood out to him. This statement “There is nothing more 
important in life, than your relationship with Jesus”. This man shared with me that this statement 
changed his life. 
 
For many I don’t think that statement impacts their life. Most Christians are going through the 
motions, ultimately living life for self instead of for God.  
 
In the book of Hosea, you see Israel going through the motions of religion. It was a nation of 
unfaithful people quickly falling away from God. There was something they were missing….. 
 
PRAY 
 
Hosea 4:1 

1 Hear the word of the Lord, 
You children of Israel, 
For the Lord brings a charge against the inhabitants of the land: 
“There is no truth or mercy 
Or knowledge of God in the land. 

 
This is a rebuke of Israel by God. Notice what the rebuke is: There is no truth of mercy OR 
knowledge of God in the land.  
 
Knowledge - Hebrew word da'ath - meaning knowledge of God IN THE HIGHEST SENSE. 
 
It’s not that they didn’t know OF God, it’s that they didn’t KNOW Him personally. This is the 
rebuke, you don’t know God. This is referring to intimate fellowship with Him not understanding 
who He is. 
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They rejected a relationship with God, which is why they lacked truth and mercy. Truth and 
mercy are not present where self serving and self seeking are. Those are benefits of a 
relationship with Christ! 
 
There is more to a relationship with Christ, than just praying and reading the Word. It also takes 
sacrifice, dedicating time, fellowship with Him, constant effort, selflessness, desire, passion, etc. 
 
Consider the relationship between a husband and wife. If your entire “relationship” consisted of 
reading letters from your spouse and writing letters to them, you would know a lot about them 
and they would know a lot about you, but would you REALLY know them?  
 
Not without sacrifice, dedicating time, fellowship with them, constant effort, selflessness, desire, 
passion, etc. 
 
It doesn’t work in earthly relationships and it doesn’t work with God! 
 
Matthew 7:21-23 

21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done 
many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; 
depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ 

 
This is a warning from Jesus about self deception. You can’t claim Him as Lord without 
obedience to the will of the Father. What is the will of the Father?  
 
That you stop making decisions for self and do what God tells you. That you don’t walk in the 
flesh but walk in the Spirit. That you 1) Love God, 2) Love people.  
 
How do you do all of this? By knowing Jesus, a real thriving, genuine relationship with Jesus! 
Here is what God says happens otherwise: 
 
Hosea 4:6 

6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. 
Because you have rejected knowledge, 
I also will reject you from being priest for Me; 
Because you have forgotten the law of your God, 
I also will forget your children. 
 

People are destroyed when they lack knowledge. Remember this knowledge is knowing God in 
the highest sense. If you don’t have a relationship with Jesus, IT WILL DESTROY YOU! 
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Then God tells us why…..because you have rejected knowing Him in this way. If you don’t have 
a thriving relationship with Christ, it’s because you have rejected the opportunity to have it! 
You’ve been selfish! 
 
Going back to marriage again, If you don’t have a thriving relationship, do a heart check. Maybe 
you have rejected the opportunity to do so, maybe you’ve been selfish. Marriages are destroyed 
because of a lack of really knowing one another. “we grew apart, he or she changed”. Really 
there is a lack of genuine intimacy. For some reason we can see this in our earthly relationships 
but not in our relationship with God.  
 
If you don’t know Jesus personally you will be destroyed and it’s your fault….. 
 

Because you have rejected knowledge, 
Because you have forgotten the law of your God, 

  
It’s neglect on your part. They are the choices that you make. So how do we remedy this 
problem? 

 
Hosea 6:1-2 

1 Come, and let us return to the Lord; 
For He has torn, but He will heal us; 
He has stricken, but He will bind us up. 
2 After two days He will revive us; 
On the third day He will raise us up, 
That we may live in His sight. 

 
This speaks of God’s healing and restoration. The Lord knows your heart, when you fall short 
there is no need to fake it, there is no need to run from Him. It’s when we return to Him, that is 
when He heals us, He revives us, He raises us up! He does this so that we may live in His sight! 
 
Hosea 6:3 

3 Let us know, 
Let us pursue the knowledge of the Lord. 
His going forth is established as the morning; 
He will come to us like the rain, 
Like the latter and former rain to the earth. 

 
Let us pursue the knowledge of the Lord. If the church would only get this right here, my friends 
I believe we would see a shift in the atmosphere.  
 
If the church would pursue an intimate knowledge of Christ. If believers would personally pursue 
Jesus, how different the church would be…… 
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We NEED to seek the Lord on a daily basis, on our own first and foremost, but also as His 
people. This is why corporate prayer is so important. Are we really pursuing Him?  
 
Ask yourself right now….am I really pursuing Jesus?  
 
If you are not, return to the Lord and let Him revive that fire today. Let us seek Him, pursue Him.  
 
You know what it means to pursue? to follow after, chase, run after, ALSO to put to fight, to 
harass, aim to secure 
 
If we would only run after Jesus aiming to secure His presence. If we would only harass Him, 
with a passion to know Him more….. 
 
Hosea 6:3 says “He will come to us like the rain”. It’s conditional…..if the people of God would 
chase after Jesus, He WILL COME TO US like the rain. But not only us…. 
 
He goes on to say “Like the latter and former rain to the earth.”  
 
Church, this is it! If we pursue Him, He will not only pour out His Spirit on us….but to the earth! 
This means the whole earth, all inhabitants! 
 
He will do that if His people pursue Him. You want revival on the earth? It starts with YOU! YOU 
SEEK THE LORD. He will send the rain….. 
 
Isaiah 33:6 

6 Wisdom and knowledge will be the stability of your times, 
And the strength of salvation; 
The fear of the Lord is His treasure. 

 
 


