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SLIDE ONE 

 

Judas the Mystery Man. 

 

 

Well here we are well into the Lenten season. Daylight 

Savings Time returns next Sunday.   Can spring be far behind? 

 

Today is also communion day. So, it is both a day and a 

season, a season of lent and a season of Good Friday and 

Easter that would prompt us to think about the events 

surrounding the death and resurrection of our Lord. 

 

One of the mysterious characters that appears in the Easter 

account is Judas. Of course, we all know that Judas is the 

disciple that betrayed Jesus. And even in our secular world the 

name Judas is automatically associated with words like traitor 

or betrayer.  

 

But is there anything more to be learned from the 

somewhat mysterious life of Judas?  

 

His birthplace is perhaps the first mystery about him. 

Some have speculated based on the word ‘Iscariot’, that 

appears almost like a surname, that he might have come from 

a certain town in Judea but even that is disputed.  

 

Exactly how, where and when that he came to be a disciple 

is also a bit of a mystery. He simply appears as one of the 

twelve, no explanation of why or how he was selected.  

 

Some have suggested that he was deliberately selected 

because a betrayer was needed in order for God’s plan to be 

completed and for prophecies to be fulfilled.  
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We know from the scriptures that Jesus knew in advance 

that Judas would be the betrayer so there may be some merit 

to this line of thinking. 

 

Little else is recorded about Judas in the words of Jesus or 

the role he played in our Lord’s group of disciples.  

 

SLIDE TWO 

 

Let’s take a look now at some verses from St Mark’s 

gospel. We go to chapter three and begin to read at verse 13: 

 

Afterward Jesus went up on a mountain and called out the 

ones he wanted to go with him. And they came to him. Then 

he appointed twelve of them and called them his apostles. 

They were to accompany him, and he would send them out to 

preach, giving them authority to cast out demons.  

 

SLIDE THREE 

 

These are the twelve he chose: Simon (whom he named 

Peter), James and John (the sons of Zebedee, but Jesus 

nicknamed them “Sons of Thunder”), Andrew, Philip, 

Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James (son of Alphaeus), 

Thaddaeus, Simon (the zealot), Judas Iscariot (who later 

betrayed him).  

 

SLIDE FOUR 

 

And we want also look at John chapter six beginning to 

read at verse sixty six. 
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At this point many of his disciples turned away and 

deserted him. Then Jesus turned to the Twelve and asked, 

“Are you also going to leave?” Simon Peter replied, “Lord, 

to whom would we go? You have the words that give eternal 

life. We believe, and we know you are the Holy One of God.”  

 

Then Jesus said, “I chose the twelve of you, but one is a 

devil.” He was speaking of Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, one 

of the Twelve, who would later betray him.  

 

 

 

The first thing I would like you to think about from these 

verses this morning is that the twelve disciples including Judas 

had spent considerable time with Jesus listening to his 

teaching and being eyewitnesses to his many miracles. 

 

The sick were healed, the lame were walking, the five 

thousand were fed, and they had seen Jesus walking on the 

water to mention a few.  

 

But in spite of all these amazing things that they were 

witnessing, a part of his many followers at this point decided 

to fall away. But the twelve including Judas apparently decide 

at this point to stick with Jesus. 

 

But I also want you to note that Jesus in his supernatural 

foreknowledge declares that Judas is a devil. 

 

The Greek word translated as ‘devil’ has a broad meaning. 

It can be used to refer to someone who is prone to slander. It 

can be used to describe someone who perpetrates false 

accusations. It can be used to describe someone who sides 

with or acts on behalf of the devil Satan himself.  
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And based on what we would eventually come to know 

about Judas at the time of the crucifixion, this Greek word is 

a perfect fit to accurately describe Judas.  

 

The events of John chapter six are happening relatively 

early in the ministry of Jesus. Already at this time, and 

probably long before, there was laying beneath the surface in 

the heart of this disciple an evil tendency of his human nature 

that apparently was only visible to Jesus.  

 

A tendency, a malignant character flaw that was left 

unaddressed until it bloomed into false accusations about the 

Jesus that he had personally witnessed performing all those 

amazing miracles and ministering to the needs of the people. 

  

How many tragic criminal news stories have we read 

lately where the neighbours or friends thought that the 

perpetrator was just an ordinary person?  No apparent signs of 

evil on the outside. 

 

But something evil, a product of the sinful nature that is 

common to all of us, was fermenting beneath the surface, and 

because it was unaddressed, unresolved and left to fester, 

eventually the enemy was able to use it as a foothold to inspire 

and initiate sinful and criminal acts.  

 

We know from our news stories, and we know from our 

own experiences, that Judas was not a unique case in history.  

 

There are in our society lots of Judas’s around, people 

living with an evil tendency, a character flaw that they refuse 

to address. 
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Anger, rage, hatred jealousy fermenting beneath the 

surface, invisible to those around except for God. A ready 

supply of ammunition for Satan’s war against us and against 

God. 

 

SLIDE FIVE 

 

Now I want to go back to a paragraph from our first 

reading. 

 

Afterward Jesus went up on a mountain and called out the 

ones he wanted to go with him. And they came to him. Then 

he appointed twelve of them and called them his apostles. 

They were to accompany him, and he would send them out to 

preach, giving them authority to cast out demons. 

 

There are a couple of things I would like you to think about 

here. Jesus is sending the twelve disciples out in ministry. And 

Judas is included as one of the twelve on this mission trip.  

 

Once again, Judas would be a firsthand witness to what 

the Lord was doing through his disciples in marvelous and 

amazing ways.  

 

The second thing that I want you to note is that Jesus gave 

the disciples authority during this ministry expedition to cast 

out demons, and to deal with the influences of Satan. 

 

Think about the paradox here. Judas has this devilish 

character flaw, and he and the others have been given 

authority from the Lord himself to deal with such issues.  

 

The obvious question is why would Judas continue to 

allow this fermentation to continue beneath the surface when 

the ability and power to deal with it was at his disposal? 
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Once again, I don’t believe that Judas is a unique case. 

Many today, perhaps even in church circles, have issues 

lurking beneath the surface invisible to those around but 

potentially dangerous.  

 

And yet in many cases the individual neglects taking 

action, neglects the healing and transforming power promised 

in the word, and so the fermentation continues.  

 

And so one lesson we can learn from Judas is that just 

being close to Jesus, or in our case just being close to church, 

just being in a position where we regularly hear the word or 

even see miracles does not automatically deal with all the 

issues of the heart. 

 

Just being close does not deal with the issues that we think 

no one else will ever see, the issues we think we can control 

and hide by our own power and resolve.  

 

I believe that the Lenten season and the communion 

observance have something in common. They both challenge 

us to some serious self examination. 

 

SLIDE SIX 

 

In I Corinthians 11 beginning at verse twenty seven we 

read these words of caution. 

 

So anyone who eats this bread or drinks this cup of the 

Lord unworthily is guilty of sinning against the body and 

blood of the Lord. That is why you should examine yourself 

before eating the bread and drinking the cup. For if you eat 

the bread or drink the cup without honoring the body of 

Christ, you are eating and drinking God’s judgment upon 

yourself.  
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SLIDE SEVEN 

 

 

That is why many of you are weak and sick and some have 

even died. But if we would examine ourselves, we would not 

be judged by God in this way. Yet when we are judged by the 

Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be 

condemned along with the world.  

 

 So a very important question would be: “How do I avoid 

dishonouring the body of Christ and bringing judgement on 

myself” 

 

First of all, Jesus came, endured the horror and torture of 

the cross, allowing his body to be broken and his blood to flow 

so that we might have the opportunity to ask and have our sins 

forgiven.  

 

The first step then in honouring the body of Christ, is to 

believe that he came to do just that. Accepting that he came to 

die for me. And so we honour the sacrifice made by confessing 

our sin, and personally asking for forgiveness. 

 

If we fail to do that, we in effect dishonour the body of 

Christ, snub the gift offered and the gift giver, and we assume 

the position that we do not need it, we are better than that and 

in so doing set ourselves up for the eventual judgement of 

God.  

 

So, I want to urge you that if haven’t already done that, 

that is acknowledged that you like everyone has sinned, 

believed that Jesus death was for you, and sought forgiveness 

I would encourage you to do that right now. 
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You see, you really must if you want to honour God the 

father who loved you enough to send his son to die for you.  

 

You see you really must if you want to honour the son 

Jesus who came so willingly and died for you. 

 

Secondly, we dishonour God the Father and we dishonour 

Christ the son if we fail to use the resources provided to 

completely cleanse our lives.  

 

These character flaws, these sinful attitudes, words, 

thoughts and tendencies, that we allow to continue to lurk 

below the surface are not honouring God.  

 

And furthermore, unless addressed and resolved they will 

continue to pose a huge threat for our wellbeing. They are a 

ticking spiritual time bomb. Some day the enemy will use 

them to his advantage to destroy our lives and vey possibly 

harm others.  

 

So, we dishonour God the Father, God the Son and God 

the Holy Spirit when we ignore the resources he has provided 

to address and resolve these issues. 

 

We have now for several weeks been examining the work 

of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Today within the context of what we have been sharing 

let’s carefully look at a couple of key verses where we see that 

the Holy Spirit has been provided to us to resolve and 

eliminate these footholds for the devil. 

 

SLIDE EIGHT 

 

First the words of Jesus from Mark 4:22(NLT 
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For everything that is hidden will eventually be brought 

into the open, and every secret will be brought to light. Anyone 

with ears to hear should listen and understand.”  

 

Jesus knew the devilish nature of Judas’s heart. Eventually 

it would come to light and manifest itself in tragic 

circumstances. First in betraying Jesus and then in him being 

so guilt-ridden that he committed suicide. 

 

Jesus reminds us that there is coming a time when all will 

be brought to light. Does it not make complete sense to deal 

with such issues now rather than risk what might happen of 

they are not addressed?  

 

Next, we honour Christ when we accept and believe that 

he has given us the resources, given us the power to deal with 

our issues. 

 

SLIDE NINE 

 

In Romans 8 2 (NLT) we read 

 

And because you belong to him, (That is Jesus)  the power 

of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from the power of sin 

that leads to death. 

 

SLIDE TEN 

 

And in Titus 3:4 we read: 
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But—When God our Savior revealed his kindness and 

love, he saved us, not because of the righteous things we had 

done, but because of his mercy. He washed away our sins, 

giving us a new birth and new life through the Holy Spirit. He 

generously poured out the Spirit upon us through Jesus Christ 

our Savior. Because of his grace he made us right in his sight 

and gave us confidence that we will inherit eternal life. 

 

Please listen carefully. One of the key reasons that we 

need to be in pursuit of the Spirit, one of the reasons we need 

to be filled with the Spirit is because it is the work of the Spirit 

to do a complete inventory of the heart. 

 

It is the work of the Spirit to cast light into the dark corners 

and yes it is the work of the Spirit to convict of the need for 

change, 

 

It is the work of the Holy Spirit to accomplish the 

supernatural act of our being born again.  

 

It is the work of the Spirit to give us that new life, a life 

that can be freed from all the nasty sinful stuff that wants to 

continue to lurk beneath the surface. 

 

So, what can we learn from Judas the mystery man? I 

personally don’t think his role was essential to the completion 

of God’s plan.  

 

There apparently were lot’s of people from right inside the 

religious community who were ready to slander and make 

false statements about Jesus. 
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Perhaps the greatest mystery about Judas is how could 

someone who had spent so much time in close proximity to 

Jesus, someone who had witnessed all the miracles, turn his 

back and walk away eventually to a tragic death. 

 

Could it be that all of this could have been prevented, 

could Judas have avoided all this tragedy if he had simply 

admitted his need and exercised the authority Jesus gave him 

and the other disciples on his own behalf?  

 

Let’s learn from Judas, let’s welcome the Spirit in self 

examination during this communion observance and during 

this Lenten season, and let’s honour God by using the 

resources he has provided to keep our lives clean and holy.   

 

SLIDE ELEVEN 


