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WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher presides & preaches. 

Organ prelude - Nell Howard 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Welcome: Good morning. Welcome to this service of worship on this Fourth Sunday in Lent for 
this church year.  My name is Paul Schumacher, and I am the interim priest-in-charge here at 
the Church of The Advent, during this time of transition.  This morning, we mark the one-year 
anniversary of when we first produced our weekly YouTube virtual services. It is our intention 
to continue to provide a weekly service through digital media, even when we return to in-
person worship in our church building. 
As we meet today, we remember the Songhees and Esquimalt nations, on whose traditional 
land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their stewardship of the land 
and the water, the plants, and the animals, through the many generations.   
We remember those who have called this place their home in recent years—the community of 
faith known as Church of the Advent.  Together, let us share our hope, our faith, and our joy, in 
signs of welcome.  
We invite you to come and join our readers, prayer leaders, music director and choir members, 
along with our technical team, as we offer prayer and praise to our God.  Come, come with your 
doubts, your strengths, your weaknesses, and your fears, for God loves us all and all are 
welcome in this space. 
 
Scripture Sentence of the Day:  Scripture shares with us, “God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.’” 
 
Opening Hymn: CP 179 “Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery”  
(Text and Music: Marty Haugen {1950-}. © 1984 G.I.A. Publications, Inc.) 

   
Tree of life and awesome mystery,  
In your death we are reborn. 

  Though you die in all of history, 
Still, you rise with every morn, 

  Still, you rise with every morn. 
 
  We remember truth once spoken, 
  Love passed on through act and word. 
  Every person lost and broken, 
  Wears the body of our Lord, 
  Wears the body of our Lord. 
 
  Give us eyes to see you clearly, 
  Make us children of your light. 
  Give us hearts to live more nearly, 
  As your gospel shining light, 
  As your gospel shining light. 
 
  



Greeting: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
And the love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Act of Praise:  A Prayer (from the Lutheran prayer book) 
Please join me in the spirit of this prayer: 
O God, you are rich in mercy. By the humiliation of your Son, you lifted up this fallen world and 
rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may 
reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, Our Saviour and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  
  
Collect of the Day:  Almighty God, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came from heaven to be the 
true bread which gives life to the world, evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, 
and we in him, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 
THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  

 
Chat @ the Chancel:  
 
Song: VU 647 “Travel On, Travel On” (Verses 1 & 4) 
(Sydney Carter 1969, Words, and music © 1969, 1991 Stainer and Bell. Used with permission of Hope Publishing 
Company)  

 
Travel on, travel on, there’s a spirit that is flowing, 

 A spirit that is flowing night and day. 
 Travel on, travel on, with the spirit that is flowing, 
 The spirit will be with us all the way. 
 Travel on, travel on, with the river that is flowing, 
 The spirit will be with us all the way. 
 
 In the kingdom of heaven is our end and our beginning, 
 The road that we must travel every day. 
 Travel on, travel on, to the kingdom that is coming, 
 The kingdom will be with us all the way. 
 Travel on, travel on, to the kingdom that is coming, 
 The kingdom will be with us all the way. 
 
 
 



Psalm: 107:1-3,17-22 (BAS Pg. 853)  
 
1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, * 
and his mercy endures for ever. 
 
2 Let all those whom the Lord has redeemed proclaim * 
that he redeemed them from the hand of the foe. 
 
3 He gathered them out of the lands; * 
from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south. 
 
17 Some were fools and took to rebellious ways; * 
they were afflicted because of their sins. 
 
18 They abhorred all manner of food * and drew near to death’s door. 
 
19 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, * and he delivered them from their distress. 
 
20 He sent forth his word and healed them * and saved them from the grave. 
 
21 Let them give thanks to the Lord for his mercy * and the wonders he does for his children. 
 
22 Let them offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving * and tell of his acts with shouts of joy. 
 
Second Reading:  Ephesians 2:1-10   
You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the course of 
this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among 
those who are disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, 
following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like 
everyone else. But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even 
when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you 
have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 
kindness towards us in Christ Jesus. For by grace, you have been saved through faith, and this is 
not your own doing; it is the gift of God— not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For 
we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand to be our way of life. 
 
For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
 



Hymn of the Day: CP 602 “Lift High The Cross”  
(Text: Refrain George William Kitchin {1827-1912}; Words: stanza 1-5 Shirley Erena Murray {1931-}. Alt. music: 
Sydney Hugo Nicholson {1875-1947}. Music © 1974, stanza 1-5 © 1992 Hope Publishing Co.)  

   
Refrain:  
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim. 

   Till all the world adore his sacred name! 
 
   Come, Christian people, sing your praises, shout! 
   If we are silent, even stones cry out.  (Refrain) 
 
   Jesus, you wept to see our human strife, 
   Teach us compassion for each human life.  (Refrain) 
 
   Peace was your plea, and peace your loving theme: 
   Let peace be our passport, peace a living dream.  (Refrain) 
 
   Great is the cost of walking on this road, 
   To follow and to suffer with the Son of God.  (Refrain) 
 
   Worlds to be born and children yet to be, 
   Come, take up this song into eternity.  (Refrain) 
 

Gospel: John 3: 14-21   
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  
 ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life.  
 ‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those 
who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the 
only Son of God. And this is the judgement, that the light has come into the world, and people 
loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light 
and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is 
true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.’  
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 



Sermon:  Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher 
                                                                                                         
Affirmation of Faith:   
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  
 

Prayers of the People March 14, 2021 
 

Embraced by God's word, let us intercede for all those in need. I will end each petition with 
“We pray to you, O Lord.” Please respond with “Have mercy, O Lord.” 
 
For the church, that our Lenten hunger may be for justice, and our thirst for deeds of justice.  

We pray to you, O Lord, 
Have mercy, O Lord. 

 
For the church, that all may rejoice in God's marvellous gift. 

We pray to you, O Lord, 
Have mercy, O Lord. 

 
For the community of nations, that the worth of every human may compel us on the way to 
solidarity and peace. 

We pray to you, O Lord, 
Have mercy, O Lord. 

For exiles and refugees, that all who are homeless because of war or hunger, because of the 
greed or hatred of others, because of disabilities, may find places of rest and kindness.  

We pray to you, O Lord, 
Have mercy, O Lord. 

 
For those who struggle with addictions, that they may find strength and love for the simple gifts 
of God. 

We pray to you, O Lord, 
Have mercy, O Lord. 

 



For this assembly, God's handiwork, that our steps be directed in ways of peace that lead us to 
the side of those the world despises, and that we name these rejected ones our brothers and 
sisters, For the sick in body, mind and spirit, that they may know your power to heal, especially 
for Bill, Christopher, Dianne, Sheila, Barb, and Dimas, for those who care for them, and for 
those known only to you, Dear Lord. For the dying, and for all who have asked for our prayers, 
that you will cause light to shine out of their darkness. 

We pray to you, O Lord, 
Have mercy, O Lord. 

 
We pray for all who mourn loved ones, especially Sharron, Jennifer, Richard, and Ann who are 
left to mourn the death of Derek Turner of this parish. Hold them in the warmth of your arms. 
They do not mourn alone. Give us the strength and courage to help them through their time of 
sorrow:   

We pray to you, O Lord, 
Have mercy, O Lord. 

 
God, full of goodness and open to weakness, remember all whom we remember, and remind us 

of all whom we would forget. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Confession and Absolution: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
he welcomes sinners and invites them into his grace.  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness.  
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen.  
 
May the Lord bless and keep you. May the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be 
gracious to you. May the Lord look upon you with favour and grant you peace.   Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  



And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing:  
May the peace of God which passes all understanding,  
Keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge of God, our Creator, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, And the Holy Spirit, our Comforter.   
And may the blessing of the God the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you 
this day and forever more.  Amen. 
 
Shared Ministry: 

 
Commissioning Hymn: CP 371 “To God Be the Glory”  
(Text: Fanny Crosby {1820-1915}, alt.; rev. The Book of Praise, 1997. Rev. © 1996 The presbyterian Church of 
Canada. Music: William Howard Doane {1832-1915}) 

   
To God be the glory, who great things has done! 

  God so loved the world, freely sending the Son, 
  Who yielded his life an atonement for sin 
  And opened the life-gate that all may go in. 
 
  Refrain:   

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 
  Let the earth hear God’s voice. 
  Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 
  Let the people rejoice! 
  O come to the Father through Jesus the Son, 
  And give God the glory, who great things has done! 
 
  O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 
  To every believer the promise of God: 
  That when the offender, repenting, believes, 
  Through Jesus’ atonement, God’s pardon receives. (Refrain) 
 
  Great things God has taught us, great things God has done, 
  And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son, 
  But purer and higher and greater will be 
  Our wonder, our gladness when Jesus we see! (Refrain) 
 
  



Commissioning: Divine Creator of all we know, your Son Jesus Christ prayed that his followers 
might be one. Make all Christians one with him as he is one with you, so that in peace and 
concord we may carry to the world the message of your love, through the power of your Son 
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY WE PRAY 

Pray for Iglesia Anglicana de Chile 
Pray for Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, Anna our Bishop,  

& Paul our Interim Priest-In-Charge. 
Pray for S. Peter, Quamichan, &Territory of the People Anglican Church. 

In the Selkirk Region for Military Chaplaincies. 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 
Today, we remember Dianne, Rick & Barb, Sheila, Alice, Carol Ann,   
Joan, Barb, Azeita, Margaret, Dimas, Garry, Sharron, Steven, & Bill. 

We also pray for those we remember in the quiet of our own hearts.   
 
 


