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ANNOUNCEMENTS/WELCOME 

  

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Lent calls us to journey, this and every day, 

following Jesus wherever he leads us. 

Lent calls us to journey: 

with the believers who walk the road of faith, 

striving for connection even as we are disconnected from one another. 
 

Lent calls us to worship together, 

to tell future generations the good news. 

Lent calls us to practice justice, 

to bring God's hope to all people. 
 

Lent calls us to faithful living, 

to trust the One who gives us life. 

Lent calls each of us to give thanks for the saints 

who came before us and who modeled faith for us. 
 

Lent calls us to journey with God, 

surrounded by the community of faith so that we might 

love God and one another. 

 

GATHERING HYMN ELW 326 Bless Now, O God, the Journey 

 

Bless now, O God, the journey  

that all your people make, 

the path through noise and silence,  

the way of give and take. 

The trail is found in desert  

and winds the mountain round, 

then leads beside still waters, 

the road where faith is found. 



 

Bless sojourners and pilgrims  

who share this winding way; 

your hope burns through the terrors,  

your love sustains the day. 

We yearn for holy freedom 

while often we are bound; 

together we are seeking  

the road where faith is found. 

 
Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993, Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
  

OPENING PRAYER 

Timeless One, you renew your promises in every generation. Deepen our awareness of the 

communion of saints who have gone before us, the saints in our own time, and the saints who 

will carry on your message of grace after us. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 
 

PSALM 22:23-31 (The Message)  

Here’s the story I’ll tell my friends when they come to worship, 

and punctuate it with Hallelujahs: 

Shout Hallelujah, you God-worshipers; 

give glory, you sons of Jacob; 

adore him, you daughters of Israel. 
He has never let you down, 

never looked the other way 

when you were being kicked around. 

He has never wandered off to do his own thing; 

he has been right there, listening. 

Here in this great gathering for worship 

I have discovered this praise-life. 

And I’ll do what I promised right here 

    in front of the God-worshipers. 

Down-and-outers sit at GOD’s table 

and eat their fill. 

Everyone on the hunt for God 

is here, praising him. 
“Live it up, from head to toe. 

Don’t ever quit!” 



From the four corners of the earth 

people are coming to their senses, 

are running back to GOD. 

Long-lost families 

are falling on their faces before him. 

GOD has taken charge; 

from now on he has the last word. 

All the power-mongers are before him 

 —worshiping! 

All the poor and powerless, too 

 —worshiping! 

Along with those who never got it together 

 —worshiping! 

Our children and their children 

will get in on this, 
as the word is passed along 

from parent to child. 

Babies not yet conceived 

will hear the good news— 

that God does what he says. 
 

READING “For Those Who Walked With Us” by Jan Richardson  

 

For those 

who walked with us 

this is a prayer. 

 

For those 

who have gone ahead, 

this is a blessing. 

 

For those 

who touched and tended us, 

who lingered with us 

while they lived, 

this is a thanksgiving. 

 

For those 

who journey still with us 

in the shadows of awareness, 

in the crevices of memory, 

in the landscape of our dreams, 

this is a benediction. 

 

 



GOSPEL READING Mark 9:2-9 
2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain 

apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became dazzling 

white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah with 

Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be 

here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did not 

know what to say, for they were terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud 

there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they looked 

around, they saw no one with them anymore, but only Jesus. 

 

  9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had 

seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  

 

Word of God. Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

 

REFLECTION                       Pastor Schanely 

  

MUSICAL OFFERING      Christ Has No Hands but Ours 

Kevin Schanely, tenor 
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PRAYERS  

Surrounded by the great cloud of witnesses, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in 

need. 

The heavens declare your glory. Renew your creation. Provide leaders in the struggle for clean 

air and water, protect creatures and crops that rely on healthy ecosystems and give all people the 

willingness to repent when our way of life pollutes the earth and skies. Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer.   
 

You have the power to transform that which is broken in our world. Fill leaders with your peace 

and mercy so that they may lift up the vulnerable and the oppressed. Work through legislators, 

judicial systems, and systems of law enforcement to protect the wellbeing and freedom of all. 

Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer.   
 

You invite all to sit at the banquet table. Protect those who are vulnerable and give courage to all 

who are suffering, especially those who are sick with the coronavirus and those who work in the 

medical field. Defend victims of crime and bring redemption to those who have harmed others. 

Give sabbath rest to all who labor. Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer.   
 



You call us to proclaim Christ crucified. Give clarity to our congregations and our leaders, so 

that we might follow Christ beyond our own habits and comfort. Clear out anything in our 

common life that would obscure the gospel or that serves our own interests. Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer.   
 

You bless us with saints, whose lives have impacted ours, and who walk beside us today.  Thank 

you for all the saints whose witness reveals the grace and love of Christ. Give us the same trust 

in life and in death. Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer.   
 

We ask all of this, Lord, in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

  

BLESSING              

The Creator who fashions us together with all things, 

the Christ who leads us into a new beloved community, 

the Spirit who holds us in the communion of saints, 

one God, bless you now and always. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG  Field of Stars Awash in Splendor 

 

Gathered light of God's own people, 

more than each alone could be, 

called to serve, beloved and noble, 

splendid in community: 

many are the gifts of blessing, 

many are the wards of night, 

may each life in Christ abiding 

be a beam of holy light. 

 

Christ, O Light surpassing brightness, 

Christ, the rising Morning Star, 

light our days and shine out from us 

into shaded fields afar. 

Let the saints sing joy in glory, 

let God's beauty glorious rise, 

for the morning stars in chorus 

shall foreshadow paradise. 
 

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953 
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 DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, joined together in Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

FELLOWSHIP TIME 

  
The liturgy for tonight’s worship service was reprinted by permission from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright 

2021 Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #45176. The hymns and songs unless otherwise noted, are 

covered under copyright licenses; CCLI 1490857, OneLicense.net A-709256, or are Public Domain. Copyright 

2021.   
  

 


