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PRELUDE      Here I Am, Lord – arr. Hayes 
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WELCOME          

 

CALL TO WORSHIP   

Our call to worship today begins with a reflective consideration of God’s calling.  There will be 

moments of silence interspersed with words shared by the pastor.  When the litany below begins, 

please respond with the bolded text.   

 

Something made the hairs stand up on our necks. Was it you, O God? 

Was it you that we saw blowing over the water? 

 

Was it you that we heard in those steps? 

Was it you that we felt in the beating of our own hearts? 

 

Was it you that called our names? 

Come, O God. Come to search us. Come to know us again. 

 

We were knit in your womb. We have tried to count your works. 

Come, O God, so that we can hear you calling our names. 

Here and now. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Let us pray.   

Holy One, you have called us by name. 
You will not let us lounge in bed. 

You wake us up in the middle of the night to remember the ways in which you show up and 

work good in our lives and the lives of those we know…time of silent prayer 

 

You will not let us hide under the tree. 

You summon us from the shade to be changed, just as you call us to be agents of change in the 

world around us… time of silent prayer 

 

You will not let us bury our secrets within the earth. 

You unearth our fears and speak them aloud, or silently in our hearts, as we come to you now in 

prayer… time of silent prayer 

 

Forgive us, O God, when we cannot speak.  Reveal the words we need most.  In Jesus 

Christ, we pray. Amen.  



WORDS OF ASSURANCE  

Our God, who knows you by name and knows what you fear, covers you with grace and mercy, 

for you are fearfully and wonderfully made.  In your name and in your forgiveness, God’s works 

are revealed again to us. Amen. 

 

HYMN   ELW 574   Here I Am, Lord  

 

"I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in dark and sin 

my hand will save. 

I, who made the stars of night, 

I will make their darkness bright. 

Who will bear my light to them? 

Whom shall I send?" 

 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 

I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

"I, the Lord of snow and rain, 

I have borne my people's pain. 

I have wept for love of them. 

They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, 

give them hearts for love alone. 

I will speak my word to them. 

Whom shall I send?" 

 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 

I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
Text: Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946 

Text © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.                          
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GREETING 

The mercy of God whose voice is upon the waters, 

the love of Christ whose mercy is poured out upon all people, 

and the grace of the Spirit whose goodness cascades over all creation, 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless blessings and 

benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more 

nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING   1 Samuel 3:1-20 

At a time when visions are rare and unexpected, the LORD comes to Samuel and calls him to 

speak the divine word. Though just a boy, Samuel responds to God obediently, as Eli the priest 

has taught him to respond. This marks the beginning of Samuel’s prophetic ministry. 

 
1
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in 

those days; visions were not widespread. 

  
2
At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying 

down in his room; 
3
the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the 

temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 
4
Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and 

he said, “Here I am!” 
5
and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I 

did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 
6
The LORD called again, “Samuel!” 

Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not 

call, my son; lie down again.” 
7
Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of 

the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 
8
The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he 

got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that 

the LORD was calling the boy. 
9
Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, 

you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his 

place. 

  
10

Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel 

said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 
11

Then the LORD said to Samuel, “See, I am about to 

do something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. 
12

On that day I 

will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 
13

For I 

have told him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because 

his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 
14

Therefore I swear to the house of 

Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.” 

  
15

Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the LORD. Samuel 

was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 
16

But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, 

“Here I am.” 
17

Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to 

you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.” 
18

So Samuel told him 

everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the LORD; let him do what seems good 

to him.” 

  
19

As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the 

ground. 
20

And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of 

the LORD. 

 
The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    Come and See 

Come and see the glory of the Lord. 

Come behold the Lamb. 

Come and see the mercy of the King, 

Bowing down before Him. 

Come and give thanks unto the Lord. 

Come behold the Lamb. 

Come and sing the praises of the King, 

Bowing down before Him. 

CCLI Song # 121737 Lenny LeBlanc © 1989 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Songs                                                                                              
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GOSPEL John 1:43-51 

In John’s gospel, Jesus’ ministry begins with the call of disciples, who then bring others to Jesus. 

Philip’s friend Nathanael moves from skepticism to faith when he accepts the invitation to 

“Come and see.” 

 
43

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 

me.” 
44

Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 
45

Philip found Nathanael 

and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, 

Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 
46

Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of 

Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 
47

When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward 

him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 
48

Nathanael asked 

him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before 

Philip called you.” 
49

Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 

Israel!” 
50

Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? 

You will see greater things than these.” 
51

And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see 

heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON                Julie & Jamie Hovanec 

 

SERMON                              Pastor Becky Schanely 

 

STATEMENT OF FAITH 

I believe in God, our Creator, who at the beginning of time made us to be sons and 

daughters: who, after we separated ourselves from God, still gave us hope in the promise of 

the Word. 

 

I believe in God, our Savior, Christ Jesus, who is one with the Creator. Who at the 

beginning of time called us to be sons and daughters; who loved us so much that he limited 



himself to life as a human; who was born at Bethlehem, lived in Galilee, walked in Palestine 

and Israel; who through his life and death and resurrection in this world reunited us with 

God, who brings to us, in his person, God’s all-encompassing love and peace. 

 

I believe in God, our Counselor, who is one with the Creator and the Christ. Who from the 

beginning of time gathers us to be sons and daughters; who feeds us with wisdom, strength, 

faith and love so that we may come back to God restored to the wholeness for which we 

were created. 

  

SPECIAL MUSIC         One – Schmid 

                       Bruce Aldinger, baritone 

 
Copyright © 1999 Michael A. Schmid c/o True Vine Music, CCLI # 4017345                                                                                                                        
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

O God…hear our cries; 

In mercy, receive our prayers. 

 

Into your hands, O loving God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

COMMUNION LITURGY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF COMMUNION 

  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our journey.  

Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your good news and 

serve others in your name.  Amen. 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 



 

INSTALLATION OF 2021 COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

BLESSING 

God the creator strengthen you; 

Jesus the beloved fill you; 

and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 

Amen. 
  

HYMN ELW 815   I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

 

I want to walk as a child of the light. 

I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world. 

The star of my life is Jesus. 

 

In him there is no darkness at all. 

The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 

I want to see the brightness of God. 

I want to look at Jesus. 

Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path, 

and show me the way to the Father. 

 

In him there is no darkness at all. 

The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
 

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934  

Text © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration.                                                                                                            
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Be the light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE     Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee – arr. Hustad 

 
Copyright © 1971, in HYMN SKETCHES by Hope Publishing Company 
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The liturgy for today’s worship service was reprinted by permission from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright 2021 Augsburg 
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Gifts to the general fund were received from the estate of Sara Shellaway. 

  

Worship Attendance 

1/10/2021 – Zoom - 49 households 

Giving Amounts  Total received 

between  
12/27/20-1/9/21 

Amount Needed 

between  

12/27/20-1/9/21 

General Fund $10,290.00 $11,217 

Building Fund $728.50   

Weekly average is based on the 2021 budget. A weekly building fund amount needed is no longer 

reported as the building fund has been used for the mortgage, which has been paid off.  All other 

building expenses are included in General Fund budget and giving.  The above numbers include 

electronic giving. Mint duty is being done every other week for the time being. 

  

Capital Campaign Activity Update 

Capital Campaign Contributions Pledged $ 260,000.00 

Capital Campaign Contributions received between 12/27/20-

1/9/21 
$346.00 

Capital Campaign Contributions received to date $ 248,906.15 

 

Mark Your Calendar 

 

Monday, Jan 25 at 7:30 PM – Executive meeting (Zoom) 

Tuesday,  Jan 26 at 7:30PM – Book Club (Zoom) 

Friday,    Jan 29 from 2-7PM – BLOOD DRIVE (Multipurpose room) 

Sunday, Jan 31 at 9:30AM 4th Sunday after Epiphany 

 

Saturday, Feb 6
th

 9-11 AM Food Collection for Open Link 

Tuesday, Feb 9
th

 7:30PM Pub Theology (Zoom) 

 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S LOVE 



ST. JOHN’S LEADERSHIP 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Tony Aleide, President 

Elaine Keller, Vice President/ Staff Support 

Shelia Hercek, Secretary/Member Engagement 

Bob Conrad, Finance 

Lindsay Detwiler, Worship and Music 

Kristie Faust, Marketing & Communication 

John Hovanec, Property 

Barry Long, Worship and Music 

Lynsey Quinn, Faith Formation 

Joyce Foesig, Outreach 

Travis Hobson, Stewardship 

 STAFF 

Rev. Rebecca L. Schanely, Pastor   

(pastorbecky74@gmail.com, 215-234-4580) 

 Vikki Shelor, Office Administrator   (stj.stown@verizon.net) 

 Janet Aldinger, Director of Music (jeald@yahoo.com) 

 Michele Peart, Bookkeeper 

Julie Hovanec, S.S. Superintendent 

Bob Ernst, Facilities Manager 

 Michael Herm, Treasurer  

 
3104 Main Street, Green Lane, PA  18054  215-234-4888 (phone)  215-234-0825 (fax)     

www.stjsumneytown.org (web)    stj.stown@verizon.net (email) 

 


