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WELCOME   

 

PRELUDE              Mazurka in F Major, Opus 68, No. 8 - Chopin  

Ava Detwiler, piano 
 

Chopin Mazurkas for the Piano, Practical Performing Edition; An Alfred Masterwork Edition; Edited by Willard A. Palmer from 

the Original Sources; Copyright © MCMXCII by Alfred Publishing Co., Inc. OneLicense.net #A-709256  Podcasted/Streamed 

with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

 

OPENING DIALOGUE  

Friends in Christ, 

what hopes do you bring to worship? 

We bring hope for health and wholeness. 
 

What afflictions do you bring to worship? 

Physical pain? 

From illness and injury. 

Emotional pain? 

From sad and scary life situations. 

Mental pain? 

From dis-ease of many kinds. 
 

With all of these afflictions, 

it’s a miracle that any of us have made it to worship this morning! 

But where else would we be? 

We yearn to know God’s powerful love 

and to know that wholeness is possible. 
In today’s gospel, a person with an “afflicting spirit” interrupts Jesus 

And Jesus sets the person free. 
And where does the miracle of this story and our stories begin? 

When we bring all of who we are 

 –Hopeful, afflicted, bold— 

into relationship with the Divine. 
So come, let us enter this sanctuary with our whole selves 

–Hopeful, afflicted and bold–         
Come, let us worship! 

 

HYMN ELW 785     When Peace Like a River 

 

When peace like a river attendeth my way, 

when sorrows like sea billows roll, 

whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 

it is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

 



It is well (it is well) 

with my soul, (with my soul,) 

it is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 

let this blest assurance control, 

that Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 

and has shed his own blood for my soul. 

 

It is well (it is well) 

with my soul, (with my soul,) 

it is well, it is well with my soul. 

 
Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888 – Public Domain 

 

GREETING 

The mercy of God whose voice is upon the waters, 

the love of Christ whose mercy is poured out upon all people, 

and the grace of the Spirit whose goodness cascades over all creation, 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by your 

Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

FIRST READING   Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the law for the 

Israelite community as the people wait to enter the promised land. Here Moses assures the 

people that God will continue to guide them through prophets who will proclaim the divine word. 

 

[Moses said:] 
15

The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your 

own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 
16

This is what you requested of the LORD your God 

at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the LORD my God any 

more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” 
17

Then the LORD replied to me: “They are right 

in what they have said. 
18

I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own 

people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that 

I command. 
19

Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I 

myself will hold accountable. 
20

But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who 

presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—that 

prophet shall die.” 

 
The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     Come, and See   

 

Come and see the glory of the Lord. 

Come behold the Lamb. 



Come and see the mercy of the King, 

Bowing down before Him. 

 

Come and give thanks unto the Lord. 

Come behold the Lamb. 

Come and sing the praises of the King, 

Bowing down before Him. 

CCLI Song # 121737 Lenny LeBlanc © 1989 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Songs; (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson 

Music Publishing, Inc.) CCLI License # 1490857; Podcasted/Streamed with permission under CCLI Streaming License 
CSPL176799 

GOSPEL Mark 1:21-28 

Forces that would bring death and disease have taken hold of a man, yet they recognize Jesus 

and know what his power means for them. Jesus commands these forces to leave and people are 

amazed at his authority. 

 
21

[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the 

synagogue and taught.
22

They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having 

authority, and not as the scribes. 
23

Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean 

spirit, 
24

and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to 

destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 
25

But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be 

silent, and come out of him!” 
26

And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud 

voice, came out of him. 
27

They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is 

this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey 

him.” 
28

At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON               Jamie & Julie Hovanec 

 

SERMON                              Pastor Becky Schanely 

 

LITANY FOR HEALING AND RENEWAL 

As the body of Christ, we share in brokenness, each member to a different degree.  Jesus Christ 

wants to bring healing, light and grace to each of us and through each of us.  We turn to God, 

lifting up the brokenness that fills us. 

 
Silence for reflection 
 

When my soul is filled with troubles 
(Ps 88:3)

 

Jesus, save me. 
  

When I am weary with crying and my eyes fail, looking for you 
(Ps 69:4)

 

Jesus, save me. 
  

When I am scorned and betrayed by those I trust 
(Ps 41:10)

 

Jesus, save me. 
  

When I am alone and afflicted 
(Ps 25:16)

 



Jesus, save me. 
  

When my friends and companions shun my pain 
(Ps 38:12)

 

Jesus, save me. 
  

When sin overcomes me and my courage fails 
(Ps 40:3)

 

Jesus, save me. 
  

When I feel possessed by anger, by jealousy and envy, by that which is clearly not the 

Spirit of God blessing us to be a blessing to others  

Jesus, save me. 

 

Into this brokenness, into our sin, we cling to God, the source of healing, who surrounds 

us with love and who increases our faith.  Remind us God of the truth we know, in you. 

 
Silence for reflection 

 

That you formed my inmost being and know the concerns of my heart  
(Ps 139:13, 23)

 

Jesus, increase my faith. 
  

That my future is secure and safe in your hands 
(cf. Ps 16:5)

 

Jesus, increase my faith. 
  

That this darkness is not dark for you, but bright as daylight
 (Ps 139:12)

 

Jesus, increase my faith. 
  

That this trial is not outside your power or beyond the reach of your love
 (Ps 139:16)

 

Jesus, increase my faith. 
  

That you will change my mourning into dancing and clothe me with gladness 
(Ps 30:12)

 

Jesus, increase my faith. 
  

That you will wipe every tear from our eyes 
(Rev 21:4)

 

Jesus, increase my faith. 
  

That through all my troubles, you are clearing a way
 (Ps 4:2)

 

Jesus, I trust in you. 
  

That those who trust in you will never be shaken 
(Ps 112:6-7)

 

Jesus, I trust in you. 
  

That I cannot hide from your presence and your love 
(Ps 139:7)

 

Jesus, I trust in you. 
  

That you rebuild what was destroyed and replant what was desolate 
(Ez 36:36)

 

Jesus, I trust in you. 
  

That you are my strength, my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer  
(Ps 18:2-3)

 

Jesus, I trust in you. 
  



That you are good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon you  
(Ps 

86:5)
 

Jesus, I trust in you. 
 

The prophet Isaiah reminds us – my love shall never leave you, nor my covenant of peace 

be shaken.  We stand firm on the promise of God, on the mercy of God, on the healing 

presence of God, in this moment, and in our lives.  

Come, Lord Jesus. Live in your Church and in us. 
(Gal 2:20) 

Amen 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING  Amazing Grace, My Chains are Gone – Tomlin and Giglio  

Kevin Schanely, tenor 
 

Words and Music byJohn Newton, Chris Tomlinand Louie GiglioCCLI Song # 4768151© 2006 sixsteps Music; Vamos 

Publishing | worshiptogether.com songsFor use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. 

www.ccli.comCCLI License # 1490857  Podcasted/Streamed with permission under CCLI Streaming License CSPL176799 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

O…God, we pray: 

Hear us and help us. 
 

Into your hands, merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your loving care, 

for the sake of the one who dwells among us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

And now in the wholeness and the goodness of God, go forth. 

Go and laugh with your friends, 

reconcile with those who have hurt you, 

be kind to strangers, and feel the Divine smile upon you. 

In the name of the Father, Son, and Spirit.  

Amen.  

 

HYMN ELW 618     Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer   
 

Guide me ever, great Redeemer, 

pilgrim through this barren land. 

I am weak, but you are mighty; 

hold me with your pow'rful hand. 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

feed me now and evermore, 

feed me now and evermore. 

 



When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

bid my anxious fears subside; 

death of death and hell's destruction, 

land me safe on Canaan's side. 

Songs and praises, songs and praises, 

I will raise forevermore, 

I will raise forevermore. 
 
Text: William Williams, 1717-1791; tr. William Williams and Peter Williams, 1722-1796, alt. Public Domain 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Be the light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE       CWM Rhondda – setting, Pelz 

 
Tune: John Hughes, 1873–1932; Setting © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  A Walter Pelz Organ Anthology, by 

Walter L. Pelz, ISBN 978-1-5064-4803-9; Published by Augsburg Fortress. Printed in U.S.A. OneLicense.net #A-709256, 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

The liturgy for tonight’s worship service was reprinted by permission from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright 

2021 Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #45176. The hymns and songs unless otherwise noted, are 

covered under copyright licenses; CCLI 1490857, OneLicense.net A-709256, or are Public Domain. Copyright 2020 

Faith INFO Ministry Team, United Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH  44115-

1100.  Permission granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in services of worship or church 

education.  All publishing rights reserved.  (c) Daughters of St. Paul. www.pauline.org 

Permission is granted to reproduce and include this Litany in ministry materials as long as the credit line 

is included. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Miss You! The Member Engagement Committee is proud to present: 

Bake a Hug!  Who wants to help?   Let’s send “hugs” (in the form of treat bags of cookies, 

candy, etc) to St. John’s Seniors over 70, whom we have been missing and who may be less able 

to see friends and family due to the pandemic.  

If you would like to be part of this gesture of love and encouragement, please contact Joyce 

Foesig at jfoesig@cbpref.com or 215-896-0753. Instructions and details will be provided. 

 

 

The cemetery committee will be clearing away any remaining Christmas decorations on 

Monday, March 1st. Please collect or clear away any decorations before that date.  

Please call Evey Koffel, if you have any questions.  

Mark Your Calendar 

 

Monday, Feb 8
th

 7:30pm Council Meeting (zoom) 

Tuesday, Feb 9
th

  7:30pm  Pub Theology (zoom) 

Wednesday, Feb 10
th

 7:30pm Confirmation (zoom) 

Saturday, Feb 13
th

 8:30am Remarkable Faith Encounters (zoom 

9-11am Lent Resource pick up 

Sunday, Feb 14
th

 8:30am Remarkable Faith Encounters (zoom) 

9:30am Worship (zoom) 

 

mailto:jfoesig@cbpref.com


 

 

 

Lent 2021 
As we walk into the Lenten season, there are a multitude of ways that you can connect to this 

spiritual journey that this time affords.  Please review all the offerings and decide how you will 

keep Lent this year. 

 

Lent Resources to use in the Home 

 
Pick Up Times are as follows: 

Saturday, February 13 from 9-11 AM 

Sunday, February 14 from 11 AM to 12 noon 

at the back entrance of church 

 

Resources available for pick up will include: 

 Lent in a Bag – six different items along with a weekly devotional booklet.  You pick 

which day of the week you do the devotion. 

 Adult Devotional Booklet – this booklet will connect to the themes raised in worship on 

Sunday morning.  Each week contains 3-4 different devotions on the theme and includes 

poetry, commentary and art. 

 Lenten Prayer Cube – this resource allows families to join in our Lenten collection to 

support the work of Open Link’s food pantry.  The cube folds up to become a container 

in which to collect coins, and each side contains a prayer that can be used throughout the 

season of Lent. 

 

Individuals/families can pick which resources to take based on what they feel will connect best 

for them. 

 

  

Worship Attendance 

1/31/2021 – Zoom - 56 households 

Giving Amounts  Total received 

between  

1/10-23/2021 

Amount Needed 

between  

1/10-23/2021 

General Fund $6,606.00 $11,217 

Building Fund $482.00   

Weekly average is based on the 2021 budget. A weekly building fund amount needed is no longer 

reported as the building fund has been used for the mortgage, which has been paid off.  All other 

building expenses are included in General Fund budget and giving.  The above numbers include 

electronic giving. Mint duty is being done every other week for the time being. 

  

Capital Campaign Activity Update 

Capital Campaign Contributions Pledged $ 260,000.00 

Capital Campaign Contributions received between  

1/10-23/2021 
$202.50 

Capital Campaign Contributions received to date $ 249,108.65 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S LOVE 



Ash Wednesday 
Wednesday, February 17, 2021 

 

 3:00-5:30 PM – Drive-thru ash imposition Pastor Becky will be available at the front 

steps of the church for a drive thru the circle to receive imposition of ashes on your hand, 

outstretched through the car window.  Masks must be worn by those in each car.   

 

 7:30 PM virtual worship on Zoom with Communion Pastor Becky will lead a brief 

worship service with confession, prayer, scripture, singing and communion to begin our 

journey into the season of Lent. 

 

WORSHIP IN LENT 

Sunday mornings – join us as we dig into the theme Again & Again: A Lenten Refrain 

9:30 AM Sundays on Zoom starting February 21 

 

In Lent, we’re reminded that, again and again, suffering and brokenness find us.  We doubt 

again, we lament again, we mess up again.  Again and again, the story of Jesus on the cross 

repeats – every time lives are taken unjustly, every time the powerful choose corruption and 

violence, every time individuals forget how to love.  With exacerbation, we exclaim, ‘Again?! 

How long, O God?’  And yet, in the midst of the chaos of our lives, God offers a sacred refrain: 

‘I choose you, I love you, I will lead you to repair.’  Again and again, God breaks the cycle and 

offers us a new way forward. 

 

Wednesday evenings – join us as we explore the theme Created for Community 

7:30 PM Wednesday evenings on Zoom, starting February 24 

 

The invitation to Lent spoken on Ash Wednesday reminds us that we enter this season together 

“with the whole church.” It goes on to state that “we are created for communion with God, to 

love one another, and to live in harmony with creation.” Though many common Lenten practices 

rightly invite us to individual acts of “repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and 

works of love,” Lent is also a time for deepening of community.  Using readings from Mark’s 

gospel, our mid-week Lente worship will invite participations to reflect on what it means to be in 

community with one another, with the world, with creation, and with God, especially at a time 

when we are physically distanced from one another.  

 

 Feb 24 – In community with creation – worship provided by Pastor Wayne Moritz and 

the people of St. Paul’s, Red Hill 

 March 3 – In community with all the saints – Pastor Becky Schanely and the people of 

St. John’s, Sumneytown 

 March 10 – In community with our neighbor – Pastor Nick Pence and the people of Palm 

Schwenkfelder, Palm 

 March 17 – In community with those on the margins – Pastor Deb Schwartz and the 

people of Friedens UCC, Sumneytown 

 March 24 – In community with Christ – Pastor Homer Royer and the people of New 

Goshenhoppen UCC, East Greenville 

Worship will be followed by a fellowship time utilizing breakout rooms on Zoom for small 

group gatherings. 



Adult Faith Formation: Lenten Journeys of Faith 
Tuesday evenings starting February 23 thru March 30 

7:30 PM on Zoom 

 

Using the book – The Soul’s Journey – we will explore the Stations of the Cross in new ways 

that will open your soul to grace.  The book features the paintings of artist Kathrin Burleson as 

well as soul-searching reflections on her creative process and spiritual journey.  Each station 

offers devotions from key leaders of faith.  In these images, stories, and prayers, these stations 

reflect the Passion of Christ, exploring betrayal, judgment, and suffering but ultimately 

celebrating the great triumph of life over death, the Resurrection of Christ Jesus. 

 

Lenten At-Home Service Project 
Lutheran World Relief (LWR) is in serious need of personal care kits. Their warehouse shelves 

are nearly empty and they cannot keep up with the demand.  This Lent, St. John's invites you to 

create personal care kits at home. Make one - make 10. You determine what you are able to give 

based on your family's personal situation. 

 

The challenge - we have 200 active families at St. John's -  

our hope is to collect 200 personal care kits - this Lent! 
 

Visit the LWR website (https://lwr.org/kits/personal-care-kits/instructions) to get all the 

information you need on what goes in each personal care kit and how to package it.  

If you want to participate but need the information sent to you, please call the church office. 

 

Personal care kits can be dropped off at one of two times: 
Sat. March 20 from 9-11 am (during the food collection drop-off time) 

Sat. March 27 from 9-11 am (when palms will be available for pick-up) 

You can also drop off personal care kits at the church office,  

Monday thru Thursday (9 am to 12 noon) the week of March 22. 

 
 

Meal Train for Brian & Jennifer Allebach 

 

As you may be aware, Brian Allebach, former chancel choir director at St. John's, was diagnosed 

with ALS in 2019. As the disease progresses and life changes for the Allebachs each week, we 

are hoping to support them in whatever ways we can. 

 

A meal train, to provide one home-made meal two Saturdays a month, has been started. To 

access the meal train sign-up, see what dates are available and find out all the pertinent 

information, see the weekly email or contact the church office. 

 

Brian also loves to receive cards - so feel free to drop one in the mail to their home address, 

which is: 

Brian Allebach 

1096 Soffa Road 

East Greenville, PA 18041 
 

Thank you for your tender care for this family at this challenging time - and watch for new ways 

to be present with and for them in the months to come. 


