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12 Gifts of Christmas 

 

WELCOME  

 

PRELUDE     Ding Dong! Merrily on High – arr. Page 

Handbell Choir 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 

The impossible is about to happen in a stable. 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

Those who lived in a land of deep darkness, 

on them has the light shined! 
 

This is the night when creation stood still and held its breath, 

for God was doing the most unbelievable, dangerous thing. 

This is the night when God gave to humanity the greatest gift ever,  

in the form of a helpless, innocent child. 
 

In the beginning was the Word, 

   and the Word was with God, 

      and the Word was God. 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 

full of grace and truth. 
 

Let us join in worship of the greatest gift of all, 

Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, God with us! 

 

CAROL ELW 283 O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 

O come, all ye faithful, 

joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

come and behold him, 

born the king of angels: 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 

 

 

 



Sing, choirs of angels, 

sing in exultation, 

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God 

in the highest: 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 

 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 

born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n! 

Word of the Father, 

now in flesh appearing: 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 

 

 
Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3-4;  

Public Domain 

 

 

GIFT 1 

 

GIFT 2 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (based on Isaiah 9:2-7 and John 1)  

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 

darkness— on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy 

at the harvest, as people exult when dividing the plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have 

broken as on the day of Midian. 

For a child has been born for us, a son has been given us; authority rests on his shoulders; and 

he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace. The zeal of the LORD of 

hosts will do this. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 

father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

We light the candles of our Advent wreath as a reminder of the light of Christ that shines into our 

lives, into our world, even when all feels so dark and heavy – for the light of Christ cannot be 

extinguished. 

 

Light Christ candle. 



 

Let us pray.  Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. 

Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the 

brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

GIFT 3  

 

CAROL ELW 282  It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 

 

It came upon the midnight clear, 

that glorious song of old, 

from angels bending near the earth 

to touch their harps of gold: 

"Peace on the earth, good will to all, 

from heav'n's all-gracious king." 

The world in solemn stillness lay 

to hear the angels sing. 
 

Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-1876 
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GIFT 4  

 

GIFT 5  

 

CAROL ELW 277  Away in a Manger 

 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 

the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 

close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in your tender care 

and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 

 
Text: North American, 19th cent. 

Public Domain 

GIFT 6 

 

CAROL ELW 267  Joy to the World 

 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her king; 



let ev'ry heart prepare him room 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 
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GIFT 7  

 

REFLECTION            Pastor Becky Schanely 

 

CAROL ELW 289 Angels We Have Heard on High 

 

Angels we have heard on high, 

sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

and the mountains in reply, 

echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; 

gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 
Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864 

Public Domain  

 

GIFT 8  

 

GIFT 9 

 

CAROL ELW 300 The First Noel 

 

The first Noel the angel did say 

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 

on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 

Born is the King of Israel. 

 

They looked up and saw a star 

shining in the east beyond them far; 

and to the earth it gave great light, 

and so it continued both day and night. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 

Born is the King of Israel. 

 
Text: English traditional 

Public Domain 

GIFT 10  

 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

To you, Mighty God, Prince of peace, wonderful Counselor, we offer our praises for your grace 

upon grace. Receive our prayers in the name of the one who was born to live and die and rise again 

for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

GIFT 11  

 

+ MEAL + 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 

Now let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

How good it is to give thanks and praise! 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

As Jesus taught us, we are bold to pray -   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF COMMUNION 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION  Away in the Manger with Infant Holy – arr. Aldinger 

Janet Aldinger, harp 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray.  We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us from your very self 

with the body and blood of Christ.  Through this mystery, send us forth to proclaim your promise to 

a world in need, through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 

 

GIFT 12   

 

CAROL ELW 281 Silent Night 

 

Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, 



sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 

glories stream from heaven afar, 

heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love's pure light 

radiant beams from your holy face, 

with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 

 
Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885 

Public Domain 

 

BLESSING 

Almighty God, 

who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, 

proclaimed joy through the angels, 

sent the shepherds with good news, 

and led the magi by a star, 

bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 

 

CAROL ELW 290 Go Tell It On the Mountain 

 

Go tell it on the mountain, 

over the hills and ev'rywhere; 

go tell it on the mountain 

that Jesus Christ is born! 

 

While shepherds kept their watching 

o'er silent flocks by night, 

behold, throughout the heavens 

there shone a holy light. 

 

Go tell it on the mountain, 

over the hills and ev'rywhere; 

go tell it on the mountain 

that Jesus Christ is born! 

 

 

 



The shepherds feared and trembled 

when, lo, above the earth 

rang out the angel chorus 

that hailed our Savior's birth. 

 

Go tell it on the mountain, 

over the hills and ev'rywhere; 

go tell it on the mountain 

that Jesus Christ is born! 

 

Down in a lonely manger 

the humble Christ was born; 

and God sent us salvation 

that blessed Christmas morn. 

 

Go tell it on the mountain, 

over the hills and ev'rywhere; 

go tell it on the mountain 

that Jesus Christ is born! 

 
Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt. 

Public Domain 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE                Rejoice and Sing! – arr. Larson 

Dave Lewis and Curry Moyer, trumpets 
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NATIVITY SET SLIDESHOW 

 


