
Ash Wednesday Worship 

February 17, 2021 

7:30 PM 

+ GATHERING + 

 

SETTING THE SPACE 

 

GATHERING MUSIC Prayerful Meditation – Englert 
 

© 1999 Lorenz Publishing Co., Published by Unity Music Press. All Rights Reserved. 

OneLicense.net #A-709256,Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

We are invited— 

Into the story, 

Into this place, 

Into this hour of worship. 

We are invited— 

Into reflection, 

Into community, 

Into our own spiritual journeys. 

We are invited— 

The broken and bruised, 

The hopeful, the new, 

The faithful, the doubting, 

The wondering, the waiting. 

We are invited— 

Because God so loved; 

So listen, trust the invitation, and bring your whole self. 

All are invited here. 
 

GATHERING HYMN ELW 582 Just As I Am, Without One Plea 

 

Just as I am, without one plea, 

but that thy blood was shed for me, 

and that thou bidd'st me come to thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 

wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

because thy promise I believe, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come, 

 

Just as I am; thy love unknown 

has broken ev'ry barrier down; 

now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871, Public Domain 

 



OPENING PRAYER 

Creator God, 

There is a rumbling in us that won’t let go.  It stirs in us like the wind stirs leaves – inviting us to 

move, drawing us forth.  When we’re quiet, we know that rumble is the Holy Spirit, dancing love 

awake in us.  So we’re here.  And we’re still.  And we’re quiet.  And on this first day of Lent, 

we’re asking you to draw near.  As we hear your scripture read aloud, open the door for us to 

move.  As we sing hymns, may our songs of praise and thanksgiving rise up to you.  In this meal 

of bread and wine, come close to us and fill us.  Invite us in.  Rumble us awake.  Gratefully we 

pray. 

Amen 

 

+ SCRIPTURE & REFLECTION + 

 

READING – Joel 2:12-17      

 
12

Yet even now, says the LORD, 

  return to me with all your heart, 

 with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 

  
13

rend your hearts and not your clothing. 

 Return to the LORD, your God, 

  for he is gracious and merciful, 

 slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 

  and relents from punishing. 

 
14

Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 

  and leave a blessing behind him, 

 a grain offering and a drink offering 

  for the LORD, your God? 

 

 
15

Blow the trumpet in Zion; 

  sanctify a fast; 

 call a solemn assembly; 

  
16

gather the people. 

 Sanctify the congregation; 

  assemble the aged; 

 gather the children, 

  even infants at the breast. 

 Let the bridegroom leave his room, 

  and the bride her canopy. 

 

 
17

Between the vestibule and the altar 

  let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep. 

 Let them say, “Spare your people, O LORD, 

  and do not make your heritage a mockery, 

  a byword among the nations. 

 Why should it be said among the peoples, 

  ‘Where is their God?’ ” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 



REFLECTION – Return to the Lord              Lindsay Detwiler 

 

READING – Excerpts from Psalm 51 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 

and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I know my offenses, 

and my sin is ever before me. 

Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 

so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 

and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation 

and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 

O Lord, open my lips, 

and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 

REFLECTION – Have mercy on me           Bob Conrad 

 

READING - Matthew 6:19-21 

  
19

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where 

thieves break in and steal; 
20

but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 

nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 
21

For where your treasure is, there 

your heart will be also.” 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

REFLECTION – Treasure as Invitation               Pastor Becky Schanely 

 

HYMN ELW 319 O, Lord Throughout These Forty Days 
 

O Lord, throughout these forty days 

you prayed and kept the fast; 

inspire repentance for our sin, 

and free us from our past. 

 

Be with us through this season, Lord, 

and all our earthly days, 

that when the final Easter dawns, 

we join in heaven's praise. 
 

Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838-1898; para. Gilbert E. Doan Jr., b. 1930 

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. OneLicense.net #A-709256 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

INVITATION TO LENT  



 

CONFESSION OF SIN  

 

Let us pray. 

 

moment of silence 

 

Holy God— 

We know that you are near, 

For you are always here, gathered among us, just a breath away. 

And despite knowing your nearness, we still stumble over ourselves, unsure of how to pray. 

Bring our hearts into the room. 

So often we talk to you like a stranger, 

Praying prayers of small talk about the weather and surface level concerns. 

We keep genuine fear and doubt tucked into corners, out of sight, out of mind. 

Bring our hearts into the room. 

And so often we try to think our way to you, 

As if we could use logic or our minds alone to explain your great unknown. 

We forget what we knew as children; we forget how to feel our way to you. 

Bring our hearts into the room. 

And too regularly, we limit our experience of you to one hour a Sunday, 

Missing your constant invitation into the holiness all around us. 

Forgive us. Guide us. 

Bring our hearts into the room. 

We are here, God. We want to begin again. 

Bring our hearts into the room. Amen. 

 

Friends, whether you are standing at the door of a deeper faith journey, 

Unsure of what comes next, 

Or running your way through that threshold, 

You are claimed, forgiven, and loved by God. 

Again and again, we are forgiven. 

Again and again, we are loved. 

Again and again, we are invited in. 

Thanks be to God for a love like that. 

Amen. 
+ MEAL + 

 

COMMUNION 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

SHARING OF COMMUNION 

Share the elements of communion with those around you using the words: 

The body of Christ, broken for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

On this Ash Wednesday, we pray for the church and for all in need.  

Let us pray for the church throughout the world. 

Let us pray for our congregation. 

Let us pray for the health of plants and animals. 

Let us pray for all who care for the earth. 

Let us pray for peace throughout the world. 

Let us pray for an increase of justice in our land. 

Let us pray for a spirit of concord throughout our society. 

Let us pray for the hungry, the homeless, the unemployed. 

Let us pray for the end of this pandemic. 

Let us pray for all who are sick or suffering. 

Let us pray for all who today will die. 

Let us pray for the desires of our hearts. 

Let us thank God for all who have gone before us in the faith. 

God of open doors, open arms and open conversations, we know deep in our souls that you are 

forever inviting us in.  Again and again, you invite us to take another step closer, another step 

deeper, another step further in this journey of faith.  So with your invitation in our hands, we 

pray for strength and wisdom.  Show us the next right step in this journey.  We are here.  You are 

here.  This is holy ground.  May this holy Lenten journey begin once again.  Gratefully we pray, 

Amen. 

SENDING HYMN – ELW 326 Bless Now, O God, the Journey  
Bless now, O God, the journey  

that all your people make, 

the path through noise and silence,  

the way of give and take. 

The trail is found in desert  

and winds the mountain round, 

then leads beside still waters, 



the road where faith is found. 

 

Bless sojourners and pilgrims  

who share this winding way; 

your hope burns through the terrors,  

your love sustains the day. 

We yearn for holy freedom 

while often we are bound; 

together we are seeking  

the road where faith is found. 
 

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993, Music: Public Domain 

Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. 

All rights reserved. OneLicense.net #A-709256, 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

As you leave this space, 

May your mouth speak of God’s goodness. 

May your arms hold those in need. 

May your feet walk toward justice. 

May your heart trust its worth. 

May your soul dance in God’s grace. 

And may this be your rhythm— 

Again and again and again, 

Until God’s promised day. 

In the name of the Lover, the Beloved, and Love itself, 

Go with courage, go with heart, go in peace. 

Amen. 

 
REFLECTIVE MUSIC Bless Now O God the Journey – setting, Carter 
 

Tune: Welsh tune, 19
th

 century. 

Setting © 2016 Aurgburg Fortress 

 

Hymn Miniatures for Piano, by John Carter, OneLicense.net #A-709256   

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

The liturgy for tonight’s worship service was reprinted by permission from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright 
2021 Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #45176. The hymns and songs unless otherwise noted, are covered 
under copyright licenses; CCLI 1490857, OneLicense.net A-709256, or are Public Domain. Copyright 2021.  Various 
liturgy pieces written by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar 
 

Sat, Feb 20th  9-11am Food Collection for Open Link 
Sunday, Feb 21st 9:30am First Sunday in Lent Worship (zoom) 
Wed, Feb 24th  7:30pm Mid Week Community Worship & fellowship (zoom) 
 
 
 



 

WORSHIP IN LENT 

Sunday mornings – join us as we dig into the theme Again & Again: A Lenten Refrain 

9:30 AM Sundays on Zoom starting February 21 
 

 

In Lent, we’re reminded that, again and again, suffering and brokenness find us.  We doubt 

again, we lament again, we mess up again.  Again and again, the story of Jesus on the cross 

repeats – every time lives are taken unjustly, every time the powerful choose corruption and 

violence, every time individuals forget how to love.  With exacerbation, we exclaim, ‘Again?! 

How long, O God?’  And yet, in the midst of the chaos of our lives, God offers a sacred refrain: 

‘I choose you, I love you, I will lead you to repair.’  Again and again, God breaks the cycle and 

offers us a new way forward. 

 

 

Wednesday evenings – join us as we explore the theme Created for Community 

7:30 PM Wednesday evenings on Zoom, starting February 24 (see weekly email for link) 

 

The invitation to Lent spoken on Ash Wednesday reminds us that we enter this season together 

“with the whole church.” It goes on to state that “we are created for communion with God, to 

love one another, and to live in harmony with creation.” Though many common Lenten practices 

rightly invite us to individual acts of “repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and 

works of love,” Lent is also a time for deepening of community.  Using readings from Mark’s 

gospel, our mid-week Lente worship will invite participations to reflect on what it means to be in 

community with one another, with the world, with creation, and with God, especially at a time 

when we are physically distanced from one another.  

 

 Feb 24 – In community with creation – worship provided by Pastor Wayne Moritz and 

the people of St. Paul’s, Red Hill 

Worship Attendance 
2/7/2021 – Zoom - 51 households 

Giving Amounts  Total received 
between  

1/10-23/2021 

Amount Needed 
between  

1/10-23/2021 

General Fund $6,606.00 $11,217 

Building Fund $482.00   
Weekly average is based on the 2021 budget. A weekly building fund amount needed is no longer 
reported as the building fund has been used for the mortgage, which has been paid off.  All other 
building expenses are included in General Fund budget and giving.  The above numbers include 
electronic giving. Mint duty is being done every other week for the time being. 

  

Capital Campaign Activity Update 

Capital Campaign Contributions Pledged $ 260,000.00 

Capital Campaign Contributions received between  
1/10-23/2021 

$202.50 

Capital Campaign Contributions received to date $ 249,108.65 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S LOVE 



 March 3 – In community with all the saints – Pastor Becky Schanely and the people of 

St. John’s, Sumneytown 

 March 10 – In community with our neighbor – Pastor Nick Pence and the people of Palm 

Schwenkfelder, Palm 

 March 17 – In community with those on the margins – Pastor Deb Schwartz and the 

people of Friedens UCC, Sumneytown 

 March 24 – In community with Christ – Pastor Homer Royer and the people of New 

Goshenhoppen UCC, East Greenville 

Worship will be followed by a fellowship time utilizing breakout rooms on Zoom for small 

group gatherings. 

Adult Faith Formation: Lenten Journeys of Faith 

Tuesday evenings starting February 23 thru March 30 

7:30 PM on Zoom 

 

Using the book – The Soul’s Journey – we will explore the Stations of the Cross in new ways 

that will open your soul to grace.  The book features the paintings of artist Kathrin Burleson as 

well as soul-searching reflections on her creative process and spiritual journey.  Each station 

offers devotions from key leaders of faith.  In these images, stories, and prayers, these stations 

reflect the Passion of Christ, exploring betrayal, judgment, and suffering but ultimately 

celebrating the great triumph of life over death, the Resurrection of Christ Jesus. 

 

Lenten At-Home Service Project 

Lutheran World Relief (LWR) is in serious need of personal care kits. Their warehouse shelves 

are nearly empty and they cannot keep up with the demand.  This Lent, St. John's invites you to 

create personal care kits at home. Make one - make 10. You determine what you are able to give 

based on your family's personal situation. 

 

The challenge - we have 200 active families at St. John's -  

our hope is to collect 200 personal care kits - this Lent! 
Visit the LWR website (https://lwr.org/kits/personal-care-kits/instructions) to get all the 

information you need on what goes in each personal care kit and how to package it.  

If you want to participate but need the information sent to you, please call the church office. 

Personal care kits can be dropped off at one of two times: 
Sat. March 20 from 9-11 am (during the food collection drop-off time) 

Sat. March 27 from 9-11 am (when palms will be available for pick-up) 

You can also drop off personal care kits at the church office,  

Monday thru Thursday (9 am to 12 noon) the week of March 22. 

 

 

The cemetery committee will be clearing away any remaining Christmas decorations on 

Monday, March 1st. Please collect or clear away any decorations before that date.  

Please call Evey Koffel, if you have any questions. 

 

 

Blood Drive - There will be a blood drive at St. John’s on Friday, February 26
th

 from 2-7pm 

Sign up at redcrossblood.org to set up an appointment. 

 



Meal Train for Brian & Jennifer Allebach 
As you may be aware, Brian Allebach, former chancel choir director at St. John's, was diagnosed 

with ALS in 2019. As the disease progresses and life changes for the Allebachs each week, we 

are hoping to support them in whatever ways we can. 

 

A meal train, to provide one home-made meal two Saturdays a month, has been started. To 

access the meal train sign-up, see what dates are available and find out all the pertinent 

information, see the weekly email or contact the church office. 

 

Brian also loves to receive cards - so feel free to drop one in the mail to their home address, 

which is:  

Brian Allebach 

1096 Soffa Road 

East Greenville, PA 18041 

 

Thank you for your tender care for this family at this challenging time - and watch for new ways 

to be present with and for them in the months to come. 

 

 


