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St. John’s acknowledges these ancestral lands of the  
Lekwungen speaking people. 

 

Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria 

We are a community of faith in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of 
this community of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive 
and serving community which is open to all. 
Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that reflect the long 
history and heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and enjoy the words, music and 
opportunity for prayer and to be a part of our community. 
We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion and marriage) 
are available to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 

Worship in a time of COVID-19 

In these times of COVID-19, appropriate protocols are in place. For the time being due to the instructions from 
the Provincial Health Officer in-person attendance at services is not possible. 

The Sunday morning service will be held virtually on Zoom. Please check our website on how to 
attend: https://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca or contact admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca  
Sunday Evensong will continue livestreamed weekly on the church website and Facebook pages. 
Daily prayer online is shared daily with a link on our website. 

Contacting Us: We are all learning ways to build community "at a distance." We are checking phone messages 
and answering emails. The main email for contact is: admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive 
prayer for yourself or for another, there will be members of our Healing Prayer group who will offer their 
prayers. Please contact: the church office at the above email address. 
You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and when we don’t. 
Please stay and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 

Assisting with tonight’s Liturgy 

Officiant: Stephanie Wood, Assistant Curate 
Music:  Choral and Organ Scholars of the Church of St. John the Divine 
Videographer: Karen Coverett 

A note about language 

In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder – realising that any 
language about God is limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may seem to refer to God 
as male, or in terms which elsewhere we might not choose to use. The poetry and the metaphor are there not 
to restrict or define our understanding of God, but to remind us that our words are never enough to talk about 
the Divine: instead we use the beauty of the words and music in our worship to help us glimpse just a little of 
the God beyond all words. 

Listed music is subject to substitution in the event of changes of personnel or situation.  

 
COVER IMAGE: Shkolnik, Dmitry, 1960-. Icon of Abraham, Sarah, and Moses, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity 
Library, Nashville, TN. http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=55123 [retrieved February 27, 2021]. Original source: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/frted/5741246105/.   

https://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/
mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=55123
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

Organ prelude 

The Responses  Music: Char Hodgkins (2021) 

 Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
 Choir: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
 Cantor: O God, make speed to save us. 
 Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 Cantor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
 Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
  Praise ye the Lord.  

Psalm   ` Psalms 11,12 

11. 1  In the Lord put I my trust * how say ye then to my soul, that she should flee 
as a bird unto the hill? 
2  For lo, the ungodly bend their bow, and make ready their arrows within the 
quiver * that they may privily shoot at them which are true of heart. 
3  For the foundations will be cast down * and what hath the righteous done? 
4  The Lord is in his holy temple * the Lord’s seat is in heaven. 
5  His eyes consider the poor * and his eye-lids try the children of men. 
6  The Lord alloweth the righteous * but the ungodly, and him that delighteth in 
wickedness doth his soul abhor. 
7  Upon the ungodly he shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, storm and 
tempest * this shall be their portion to drink. 
8  For the righteous Lord loveth righteousness * his countenance will behold the 
thing that is just. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son * and to the Holy Ghost, 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be * world without end. Amen. 

12. 1  Help me, Lord, for there is not one godly man left * for the faithful are 
minished from among the children of men. 
2  They talk of vanity every one with his neighbour * they do but flatter with their 
lips, and dissemble in their double heart. 
3  The Lord shall root out all deceitful lips * and the tongue that speaketh proud 
things; 
4  Which have said, With our tongue will we prevail * we are they that ought to 
speak, who is lord over us? 
5  Now for the comfortless troubles’ sake of the needy * and because of the deep 
sighing of the poor, 
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6  I will up, saith the Lord * and will help every one from him that swelleth against 
him, and will set him at rest. 
7  The words of the Lord are pure words * even as the silver, which from the earth 
is tried, and purified seven times in the fire. 
8  Thou shalt keep them, O Lord * thou shalt preserve him from this generation 
for ever. 
9  The ungodly walk on every side * when they are exalted, the children of men 
are put to rebuke. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son * and to the Holy Ghost, 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be * world without end. Amen. 

First Lesson    Exodus 5.1-6.1 
Afterwards Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, ‘Thus says the Lord, the 
God of Israel, “Let my people go, so that they may celebrate a festival to me in the 
wilderness.” ’ But Pharaoh said, ‘Who is the Lord, that I should heed him and let 
Israel go? I do not know the Lord, and I will not let Israel go.’ Then they said, ‘The 
God of the Hebrews has revealed himself to us; let us go a three days’ journey 
into the wilderness to sacrifice to the Lord our God, or he will fall upon us with 
pestilence or sword.’ But the king of Egypt said to them, ‘Moses and Aaron, why 
are you taking the people away from their work? Get to your labours!’ Pharaoh 
continued, ‘Now they are more numerous than the people of the land and yet you 
want them to stop working!’ That same day Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters 
of the people, as well as their supervisors, ‘You shall no longer give the people 
straw to make bricks, as before; let them go and gather straw for themselves. But 
you shall require of them the same quantity of bricks as they have made 
previously; do not diminish it, for they are lazy; that is why they cry, “Let us go 
and offer sacrifice to our God.” Let heavier work be laid on them; then they will 
labour at it and pay no attention to deceptive words.’  

So the taskmasters and the supervisors of the people went out and said to the 
people, ‘Thus says Pharaoh, “I will not give you straw. Go and get straw 
yourselves, wherever you can find it; but your work will not be lessened in the 
least.” ’ So the people scattered throughout the land of Egypt, to gather stubble 
for straw. The taskmasters were urgent, saying, ‘Complete your work, the same 
daily assignment as when you were given straw.’ And the supervisors of the 
Israelites, whom Pharaoh’s taskmasters had set over them, were beaten, and 
were asked, ‘Why did you not finish the required quantity of bricks yesterday and 
today, as you did before?’  

Then the Israelite supervisors came to Pharaoh and cried, ‘Why do you treat your 
servants like this? No straw is given to your servants, yet they say to us, “Make 
bricks!” Look how your servants are beaten! You are unjust to your own people.’ 
He said, ‘You are lazy, lazy; that is why you say, “Let us go and sacrifice to the 
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Lord.” Go now, and work; for no straw shall be given you, but you shall still deliver 
the same number of bricks.’ The Israelite supervisors saw that they were in 
trouble when they were told, ‘You shall not lessen your daily number of bricks.’ As 
they left Pharaoh, they came upon Moses and Aaron who were waiting to meet 
them. They said to them, ‘The Lord look upon you and judge! You have brought us 
into bad odour with Pharaoh and his officials, and have put a sword in their hand 
to kill us.’  

Then Moses turned again to the Lord and said, ‘O Lord, why have you mistreated 
this people? Why did you ever send me? Since I first came to Pharaoh to speak in 
your name, he has mistreated this people, and you have done nothing at all to 
deliver your people.’  

Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh: Indeed, 
by a mighty hand he will let them go; by a mighty hand he will drive them out of 
his land.’  

Magnificat Text: Lk. 1:46-55  Music: Michael Wise (1647-1687). 
MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.  For behold, from 
henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  For he that is mighty hath 
magnified me; and holy is his Name.  And his mercy is on them that fear him 
throughout all generations.  He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath 
scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  He hath put down the 
mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek.  He hath filled 
the hungry with good things; and  the rich he hath sent empty away.  He  
remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel;  As he promised to our 
forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  

Second Lesson   Text: Matthew 10.16-22 

‘See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as 
serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of them, for they will hand you over to 
councils and flog you in their synagogues; and you will be dragged before 
governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the Gentiles. 
When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or what you 
are to say; for what you are to say will be given to you at that time; for it is not 
you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Brother will 
betray brother to death, and a father his child, and children will rise against 
parents and have them put to death; and you will be hated by all because of my 
name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved.  



 6 

Nunc Dimittis   Text: Luke 2:29-32. Music: Wise.  
LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.  For 
mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all 
people; To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people 
Israel. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.    

Apostles’ Creed 

 All: I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the 
Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He 
descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended 
into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of 
sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

Responses, Lord’s Prayer, and Collects 

 Cantor: The Lord be with you; 
 Choir: And with thy spirit. 
 Cantor: Let us pray. 
 Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And 
forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us 
not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  Amen. 

 Cantor: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
 Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save the Queen; 
 Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 Cantor: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness; 
 Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save thy people; 
 Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
 Cantor: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
 Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 Cantor: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
 Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.  
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First Collect, of the day: 
WE beseech thee, Almighty God, look upon the hearty desires of thy humble 
servants and stretch forth the right hand of thy Majesty to be our defence against 
all our enemies; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Second Collect, for Peace: 
  O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 

proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we 
being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and 
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

Third Collect, for Aid Against All Perils: 
  LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend 

us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Anthem     Text: from Psalm 42. Music: Herbert Howells (1892-1983) 

Like as the hart desireth the waterbrooks, so longeth my soul after thee, O God. 
My soul is athirst for God, yea, even for the living God. 
When shall I come to appear before the presence of God? 
My tears have been my meat day and night, while they daily say unto me, 
“Where is now thy God?”. 

Intercessions 

Response to the Prayers  Text: Psalm 119, para. Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 

  Music: Alice Parker (b. 1925). 

Thy mercies fill the earth, O Lord, how good thy works appear! 
Open mine eyes to read thy word, and see thy wonders there. 

Since I’m a stanger here below, let not thy path be hid;  
but mark the road my feet should go, and be my constant guide. 

When I confess’d my wand’ring ways, thou heardst my soul complain; 
grant me the teachings of thy grace, or I shall stray again. 

Sermon 
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Final Hymn (CP 508) Text: .Horatius Bonar (1808-1889) 

  Music: KINGSFOLD, Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1858). 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Come unto me and rest. 
Lay down, thou weary one, lay down thy head upon my breast.” 
I came to Jesus as I was, so weary, worn, and sad. 
I found in him a resting place, and he has made me glad. 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Behold, I freely give  
the living water; thirsty one, stoop down and drink and live.” 
I came to Jesus, and I drank of that life-giving stream. 
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, and now I live in him. 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “I am this dark world’s light; 
Look unto me, thy morn shall rise, and all thy day be bright.” 
I looked to Jesus, and I found in him my star, my sun; 
and in that light of life I’ll walk till travelling days are done. 

The Blessing or Grace 

Organ Voluntary  
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