
Sermon Notes
Text: Luke 11:5-13

Intro:

Petitionary Prayer: Asking God for stuff

1. The purpose of petition

Matther 6:10

The primary way we usher in the kingdom of God is through prayer. 

i. To put the world right

“To clasp the hands in prayer is the beginning of an uprising against the 
disorder of the world” ~Karl Barth

ii. To align our hearts with God’s heart

Matthew 26:39

The purpose of petition is to collaborate with God in putting the world 
right. 

2. The danger of petition

Human sin means that we are bent out of shape and tend to cause 
damage instead of good when we care for the world. 

A life lacking prayer is the same thing as reaching for the forbidden fruit. 

Romans 15:30

The next step - intercession

1 Timothy 2:1-2

“If we truly love people, we will desire for them far more than it is within 
our power to give them, and this will lead us to prayer. Intercession is a 
way of loving others.” ~Richard Foster

Tips for petitionary prayer

1. Start with a prayer for guidance

2. Use reason

3. Define your responsibility

4. Get your imagination involved

Conclusion:

Luke 11:11-13
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Life Group Discussion

Warm up:

1. If you could meet one living person in the world and ask them a 
question, who would it be and what would you ask?

Study & Discussion:

1. What resonated with you from the sermon? What challenged or 
surprised you?

2. Read the story of the shameless neighbour (Luke 11:5-8). What does 
this story teach us about prayer?

3. Do you think prayer actually changes God’s mind? Or moves God to 
do something he wouldn’t have done otherwise? Why or why not?  

4. When do we know when to keep “knocking” and “asking” in prayer 
and when to stop and say, “your will be done”?

5. Read 1 Timothy 2:1-4. What does this tell us about petition and 
intercession? Why should we pray like this? How do we pray for 
“kings and those in authority” when we disagree with them?

Practicing the Way of Jesus: Prayers of Petition and Intercession

First start by asking God to help you make a prayer list. Prayers for 
guidance should precede prayers of intercession. This list should include 
people you want to pray for, issues that need prayer and personal 
needs. 

Then commit to praying for this list each day this week. Remember 2 
things as you do:

1. Express to God why you believe he should respond to your prayer. 
God invites us to reason with him – to be persistent and even 
audacious.

2. Ask God to show you how you can participate in the answer to our 
own prayers. Remember, God wants to work with us in all things. 

For more information, practical tips and examples of petitionary prayer, 
head over to betheltab.ca/thewayofjesus and click on prayer. 
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