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The reading this morning is from Gospel of Matthew Chapter 

5 verses 38 through to verse 48  

"You have heard that it was said, "An eye for an eye and a 

tooth for a tooth.' But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. 

But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other 

also; and if anyone wants to sue you and take your coat, give 

your cloak as well; and if anyone forces you to go one mile, 

go also the second mile. Give to everyone who begs from 

you, and do not refuse anyone who wants to borrow from 

you. "You have heard that it was said, "You shall love your 

neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I say to you, Love your 

enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you 

may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his 

sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the 

righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love those who 

love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax 

collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers 

and sisters,  what more are you doing than others? Do not 

even the Gentiles do the same? Be perfect, therefore, as your 

heavenly Father is perfect. 

 

There’s an old Charles Schulz Peanuts cartoon that has Lucy 

chasing Charlie Brown around the house yelling, “I’ll get you, 

Charlie Brown!” Suddenly Charlie stops, and Lucy comes to a 

screeching halt. Charlie says to her, “If we, who are children, can- 

not forgive one another, how can we expect our parents, who are 

adults, to forgive one another, and in turn, how can the world ...” 

At that point, Lucy punches Charlie Brown in the nose, knocking 

him down. The last frame has Lucy explaining to a friend, “I had 

to do it ... He was beginning to make sense.” 

 

  



You Want Me To Do What? 

 

A sermon preached by Rev. John Miller at BNUC, Surrey BC; February 23, 2014 
Matthew 5:38-48   Epiphany 7/Yr. A 2014 

Page 2 

In some ways, I feel a bit like Charlie Brown in trying to address 

today’s scripture from the Sermon on the Mount. Most of the time, 

the passages fit our sensibilities, but I’m not sure that this one does 

that easily. Actually, it is asking an almost impossible thing from 

us, and that’s what makes it so hard to consider. Our response to 

what Jesus said could well be, “You want me to do what? Love my 

enemy?!” 

 

Many of us wrestle with our perspectives and attitudes and with 

how our faith is relevant and comes to bear on this issue. In theory, 

loving our enemy sounds idealistic It’s hard to imagine being filled 

with love when we look into the face of someone who murdered a 

friend or family member, or some person or group or nation who 

has caused pain and heartache. 

 

Speaking from a personal perspective I have never been the victim 

of great harm caused by another. I have not experienced losing a 

loved one because of a drunk driver or someone assaulting, 

robbing and killing a loved one. I have never sexual or physical 

abuse. To be quite honest I am blessed.  

 

Loving our enemy is a difficult under- taking and I’ve discovered 

that it’s easy to spout platitudes like that from the pulpit, but it’s a 

lot tougher to live them out in our everyday lives. You see here is 

the dilemma I am faced with, it’s easy for me to speak of loving 

my enemies when I don’t have any. What however, do I do if I 

should ever be faced with quote, “the enemy”? 

 

That’s a dilemma many of us face, and as people of faith, I think 

it’s one with which we need to struggle, since I doubt that many of 

us see the matter as clearly defined. As people of faith, we have to 

wrestle with how to deal with our enemies and how we live out the 

commandment to love them. 
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Jesus says we are to love our enemies, but first we must determine 

just who that is. Who is the enemy? In the Bible passage, the 

enemy is understood to be the non-Israelite, anyone who might be 

different. If each of us took a moment to stop and think about it, 

we might be able to conjure up in our minds the ones we would 

call “enemy.” 

 

Perhaps the enemy is not someone as far away as a foreign leader 

or a hostile people. Who are our enemies, the ones who are the 

nemesis in our lives? Perhaps it’s a co-worker who’s irritable or 

power-hungry or self-aggrandizing. Maybe it’s a boss who’s 

demanding, insensitive, unreasonable, or it might be an ex-spouse 

whose presence fills us with hatred and bitterness. It could be a 

former business associate who acted unethically and caused the 

business to fail. Maybe it’s someone who maligned us or treated us 

unfairly. It could be someone we find difficult to deal with, 

someone who brings out the worst in us, causing us to feel 

negative or angry.  

 

Whoever it is, one thing is for sure — Jesus mentioned enemies 

because he assumed we would have some. And so you see Jesus 

was addressing a situation in which most of us find ourselves at 

one time or another. 

 

Given that, why would Jesus, knowing how it is for us, tell us to do 

something like loving our enemy? I believe Jesus said what he did 

because he understood human nature and he knew that our first 

tendency is to want revenge.  
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Now granted, there are times when anger is appropriate and 

justified, and when it is creative and brings about change. The 

story of Jesus in the Temple upsetting the tables of the money- 

changers is often cited as an example of this. Jesus was rightly 

angry because the moneychangers were cheating others and taking 

advantage of them. He was angry at immoral actions. 

 

Anger is often the normal human response, but the problem occurs 

when we hold onto our anger, and that’s what Jesus understood. 

That’s why he reminds us once again that love is the better way. 

It’s the better way to live with ourselves and with others, and it’s 

the better way to deal with our enemies because it ultimately 

results in good, and not something destructive. Jesus wants us to 

have lives of wholeness and healing, and he promotes positive 

relationships to further that end. 

 

Even knowing all that however, how can we ever begin to love our 

enemies? Are there limits to what we take from others? How are 

we to love? 

 

The kind of love discussed in the Bible passage is an “agape” kind 

of love, the kind of love God has for us. It is a love that implies 

involvement, concern, caring, and sacrifice. It is unconditional, 

supportive, and firm. It is the kind of love that calls forth profound 

changes from within us, and radical changes in the way we live 

and relate to one another. 

 

Perhaps it is akin to the kind of love a parent has for a child. As 

parents, we care about our children and their well-being. 

Consequently, we try to raise them lovingly, but that love is not 

permissive love. We don’t condone every action, and we teach our 

children the repercussions of their acts. We teach them how to 

resolve differences and how to live within parameters. Love does 

not mean that anything goes. 
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How then do we begin the difficult task of trying to love our 

enemies, something that flies in the face of our human nature? The 

first thing we have to do is to decide to be more loving. It is a 

choice and must be an intentional act because that’s exactly what 

love is — action. When a drunk driver has caused a person to 

become permanently disabled, forever altering his or her life, the 

victim has to make a clear and conscious decision to love the 

person who was driving that vehicle. Otherwise, we will be 

destroyed in more ways than our bodies. Our spirits will be forever 

imprisoned by bitterness and hatred. It isn’t easy, and it isn’t 

something that happens overnight. 

 

However, we have to decide we want to be loving and forgiving to 

our enemies; then perhaps we can begin to understand them. 

Perhaps if we had been born into the same set of circumstances and 

exposed to the same kind of influences, maybe we, too, would 

have acted in the same way. We have to begin to put a human face 

on our enemies if we are to love them. We have to see them as 

fellow human beings who are hurting as we are.  

 

We might at this point begin to wonder whether we can follow 

Jesus' teachings. How can we let the bad guys gloat? How can we 

allow ourselves to appear weak? Perhaps we may need to go back 

to the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount. As you may recall 

the Sermon begins with a series of blessings. These blessings 

sound strange to our ears. Blessed are the poor in spirit, blessed are 

those who mourn. The blessings are for those we do not at all see 

as blessed. They are blessed because of the dominion of God. 

When the dominion of God comes in its fullness, that's when the 

blessing will be fully realized. We have to wait for it. We have to 

resist our impulses, our emotions, and our urges for the sake of the 

God’s dominion.  

 



You Want Me To Do What? 

 

A sermon preached by Rev. John Miller at BNUC, Surrey BC; February 23, 2014 
Matthew 5:38-48   Epiphany 7/Yr. A 2014 

Page 6 

Throughout the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus has taught us to resist 

what we feel. He has taught us to resist our lust, our greed, our 

anger, our desire for security. We resist these things because we 

wait for God's blessings to come; for the dominion of God to be 

present. Now Jesus teaches us maybe the hardest thing of all: to 

love our enemies, to turn the other cheek. Jesus calls us to this 

teaching because of who God is and that God's grace is available to 

all. 
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Our passage today ends with Jesus calling us to be prefect as God 

is perfect. Understand that perfection is not about not making 

mistakes. Rather, it is perfect as in being whole. The truth is that 

we live in a broken, imperfect world and we will face challenges in 

showing love and offering forgiveness. But we must never forget 

that we bear witness to the character of God, who causes the sun to 

shine on the good and the bad. We are the salt of the earth and the 

light of the world. We in the church show the world what it means 

to love, to forgive, and to resist feelings of anger. We show the 

world that because of God, we can be whole. Amen. 


