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Third Sunday of Lent 

Giver of the Perfect Gift 

Common Praise #180 
 

 1. Giver of the perfect gift, 

only hope of human race, 

hear the prayer our hearts uplift 

trembling at thy throne of grace. 

 

 2. Though the accusing voice within 

speaks of many a wrong to thee, 

thou canst cleanse from every sin, 

thou canst set the conscience free. 

 

 3. Who can save us, Lord, but thou? 

Let thy mercy show thy power. 

Lo, we plead thy promise now, 

now, in this accepted hour. 

 

 4. Oh! may these our Lenten days, 

blest by thee, with thee be passed, 

that with purer, nobler praise 

we may keep thy feast at last. 

 

 5. God the holy trinity, 

grant the mercy we implore; 

God the One, all praise to thee 

through the ages evermore. 

 

 

 

 

 This ancient hymn is found in the Lenten section 

of our Hymnal and is often sung during this season due 

to it’s heavy emphasis on penitence. “The accusing voice 

within...” assumes that Christians are concentrating on 

self-examination during the Lenten season so that they 

may celebrate the coming Easter morning with “...purer 

nobler praise...” 
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 The hymn was written in the 11th century, the 

author’s name is lost in the mists of time, but it was 

translated into English by the Reverend John Ellerton in 

the 19th century.   “He was Curate 

of Easebourne, Sussex. In 1852, he was in Brighton, and 

Lecturer of St. Peter's, Brighton. In 1860, he became 

chaplain for Lord Crewe and vicar of Crewe 

Green in Cheshire, about thirty miles southeast 

of Liverpool. He became chairman of the education 

committee at the Mechanics Institute for the local Railway 

Company. Reorganizing the Institute, he made it one of 

the most successful in England. He taught classes in 

English and Bible History. He also organized one of the 

first Choral Associations of the Midlands.In 1872 he 

became Rector of Hinstock, Shropshire. In 1876, he was 

transferred to Barnes, (then in Surrey), a western suburb 

of London. The work among a large population broke him 

down and he had to go abroad for a year, serving as 

Chaplain at Pegli in Italy from 1884-1885. After returning, 

he took a smaller parish in White Roding in 1886, his 

last.[2] During his final illness, he was given the honorary 

title of Canon of St. Albans Cathedral.”  (Wikipedia) 

 

 The hymn text stresses the importance of relying 

on Christ for our deliverance from sin. Unlike many 

contemporary texts it seems to place the emphasis for 

repentance on our collective selves rather than on the 

individual. Note the pronouns used are; our, we, us etc. 

The community of faith is seen as an important part of 

self examination and repentance.     

    

Questions you might ask yourself: 

  What do you think is the perfect gift the author 

writes about? 

  Do you hear an “accusing voice within” sometimes? 

Always? Never? What needs to be done to set the 

conscience free? 

  What does it mean to be “saved?”  

  In these times of lockdown and social distancing 

how does the community of faith play a part in our 

“Lenten Days?” 
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