
“WHO IS OUR CHURCH?” In mid-January there was an exercise during worship in which 

participants created a profile of First United Church as if our church was a person. Our 

Transition Team has created a composite version using input from six profiles: 

 

Hello!  I am First United.  I am a newly retired person who is in my early 60s, 

and who may have a partner or spouse at home who is supportive but not as involved.  

I have grown-up children, grandchildren and aging parents. Sometimes I feel 

I am being pulled in several directions and that can, at times, be stressful and tiring.  

My gender could be either male or female, or non-binary. 

I like to dress in business casual clothing when out and about and comfortable clothes at home. 

I have some minor health issues which have slowed me down, 

but I do what I can to stay active and healthy. 

I usually have a simple but nutritious breakfast:  e.g., porridge or granola with fruit, toast 

and coffee.  I enjoy cooking, gardening, puzzles, reading, and, most importantly, music!  

I enjoy all types of music, from classical to contemporary. 

I really hope to be able to travel again soon.   

  

I consider myself well- educated, and spent some of my working days as a teacher. 

I like to watch documentaries, the History channel, PBS, series like “The Crown”, some sitcoms, 

and staying current with the news. On Friday nights, I enjoy dinner and a movie, 

a Rangers game, a concert at Centre in the Square, or having friends over. 

Lately, Friday nights have been pizza and tv, 

although there is still some opportunity for outreach ministry as well. 

Fridays are also a day when I try to relax, although I usually end up 

taking stock of what I didn’t get done during the week.     

 Although I am fairly traditional, I have seen lots of changes in my time, 

which keeps me open-minded and ready for new things. 

At times, I have trouble saying “no” to people and issues that are important to me, 

like anti-racism, marginalized peoples, economic justice, and the environment.  

I have been a very active church within my walls and in the community around me, 

but I can’t do it all anymore.    I know that change is needed in this changing world, 

but I am not quite sure how to get there.  I’m sure that it will need to be a team effort.   

Despite some hesitancy and uncertainty at times, my faith, hope and trust in God 

continues to give me strength and purpose. 

My challenges are:  to be more patient; to ask for help and accept help from others; 

to continue to dare to try new things and to let go of things that no longer serve me.  

I seek to identify opportunities to form and develop partnerships. 

  

My friends would say that I am a sincere person of faith who is caring, creative, enthusiastic, 

questioning, and committed to serving God - idealistic but also practical.  

 

I think I am also seen as someone who welcomes and embraces diversity 

and who is ready for new experiences in these challenging times. 


