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I file this report with a mixture of feelings and thoughts!  It has been a year of 

highs and lows for all of us.  I will start this report with the remembrance of our 

elected Vice President, Brian Campbell.  With Brian’s passing in July, we lost a 

friend, a companion, and a man who embodied the concept of servanthood.  He 

provided care and guidance to his family, his local church family, his community, 

and this Synod thru his lifetime and he is missed by many, including myself.  It has 

been a humbling task to be asked by Bishop Halaas and the Executive Committee 

of the Synod Council to fulfill Brian’s term, and it is my hope that my thoughts and 

actions in these six months have honored his 7-1/2 years of leadership in our 

Synod.       

 

I would like to thank Bishop Lorna Halaas and her staff for their efforts on behalf 

of all in the Western Iowa Synod.  Each member of our Synod Office has 

responded to the unexpected stresses and strains of this new reality with grace, 

humor, renewed energy, and responsibility.  We are blessed with their efforts and 

in turn, it is my hope that we are a blessing to them as well. 

 

It is my hope that you, the members of the Western Iowa Synod, find Hope, Grace, 

Love and Forgiveness in your dealings with each other, as well as within our 

communities of the Western Iowa Synod.  We are surrounded with a great mission 

field and we together are the workers in that field!  Let us live a life worthy of the 

One who gives life even in the face of such things as Pandemic, political rancor, 

and economic upheaval.  We shall come thru this time of challenge together just as 

previous generations met the challenges that came before them and let us work 

together to prepare this Synod for the generations yet to come. 


