
Third Sunday after Epiphany – A         Is 9:1-4; 1 Cor 1:10-18; Matt 4:12-23 

 
The third Sunday after the Epiphany speaks of a new era, nationally and 

spiritually, grounded in divine providence. The moral and spiritual arc of history is 
moving through Israel and through the initiation of Jesus’ ministry, embodying a 
provocative possibility of human and social creative transformation. Life and light 
are coming to us and the divine’s realm is being conceived among us. Will we be 
midwives of Spirit’s new realm of shalom? 
 

The prophet Isaiah proclaims a national time in which darkness becomes 
light. After a time of national loss, recovery is emerging that involves the people, 
individually but also the nation. In a dark time, we may begin to see clearly. Over 
the past few years, we can see the parallels with our North American crisis: even in 
our beloved Canada we see increasing incivility and polarization, not to mention the 
incredible influence of our southern neighbours in the US with a president under fire 
for impeachable offenses, the breakdown of alliances, not to mention intentional 
complicity in denying climate change, traumatizing of infants and children on our 
borderlands and leaders fanning the flames of racism, hatred and intolerance. 

 
We need to ask ourselves, as Isaiah’s fellow citizens did: Can we find the 

light in this time? Can we have the wisdom to navigate our personal and civil lives? 
Can we let go of our self-interest to trust a divine vision and follow it without 
knowing the destination? Israel lost its way and so have many other nations on a 
national level. Can we reclaim some semblance of a moral or spiritual GPS to guide 
us toward a better future? 
 

It’s Epiphany and we hear of Spirit’s life-transforming light. This light is not 
optional or but is essential for our well-being. The relational God of process 
theology surrounds us with love and energy. Though Spirit is not all-determining, 
Spirit is all-companioning. Their irresistible grace can never be debated or thwarted 
over the long haul; it will endure, sustain and transform. 
 

We heard, as part of our morning’s story, Paul addressing a faith community 
in crisis, dividing on the lines of leadership. Personality, style and doctrine have 
trumped the experience of life-changing experiences of grace that gave birth to the 
Christian community. Paul is calling the Corinthians back to their essential unity. 
Let’s look for Spirit’s vision not our own limited perspective. We can consider how 
we can affirm diversity without division. Unity doesn’t require uniformity or 
institutional ecclesiastical control but a creative and contrasting approach to the 
many faces of Christian people, yesterday, today and tomorrow. 
 

Matthew’s gospel story, echoing part of the story we heard last week, has 
Jesus enter center stage. John is arrested and off scene. Now is the Kairos 
moment. Jesus goes public. Repent; turn around, for the divine realm is here on the 



horizon and coming to us. The realm of shalom, Spirit’s justice, is a present reality 
that is being birthed in our lives. The divine realm calls us to become part of a new 
community, beginning first with a small team of fisher-folk and extending to the 
whole earth. 
 

“Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” Jesus calls these simple 
working folk and us to follow. But, how do we follow? Few of us will leave our jobs – 
though some may feel called to vocational transformation – but we can see 
ourselves and values from a new perspective. They didn’t fully know what they 
were getting into, but they trusted the divine promise. As I reflect on the call of the 
disciples, I was reminded of the words of Dag Hammarskjold: 
 

I don’t know who – or what – put the question. I don’t know when it was 
put. I don’t even remember answering. But at some moment I did 
answer yes to someone – or something – and from that hour I was 
certain that existence is meaningful and, that, therefore, my life, in self-
surrender, had a goal. From that moment I have known what it means 
“not to look back” and “to take no thought for the morrow.” 

 
Where do we need to say “yes” and take a chance? Where do we need to launch 
out into the deep? Where and how does our faith community need to say “yes” to 
Spirit’s provocative possibilities? When we, in Spirit, affirm our decision to follow her 
way, we awaken to the great work Spirit imagines for us. We are always a work in 
process as Spirit’s vision unfolds in our lives. 
 

Perhaps what so many of us find invigorating and even life-changing is the 
same thing that caused Simon, Andrew, and James and John as well, to leave 
everything they had (whether it was a little or a lot, it was all they knew) and follow 
this teacher on a path they could not begin to imagine. A gentle spirit, filled with 
humility and kindness, can also challenge and provoke those who would rather 
focus on other dimensions of the life of faith. Francis of Assisi may seem most 
popular when he's seen in photographs that show his tenderness to the poor and 
those who suffer, but the static erupts when he questions the things that influence 
our lives (perhaps even more than the gospel does, if we look honestly) and 
produce that poverty: materialism, militarism, unbridled capitalism and classism. 
What would it cost us, especially in the affluent west, to drop everything and follow 
Jesus? 
 

With his new team of followers, Jesus goes on the road. He’s growing into his 
work as the beloved one, teaching, preaching, welcoming and healing. We’re part 
of the divine realm. We’re the ones God is waiting for? How will we choose to follow 
the way? How will we open to Spirit’s vision of shalom, opening the creative 
revolution of the Christ in our congregations and communities? Will we be midwives 
of Spirit’s new realm of shalom? I pray we will as this is part of our story. 


