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WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher presides & preaches. 

Organ prelude - Nell Howard 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Leader: Good morning. Welcome to this service of worship on this Second Sunday in Lent for 
this church year.  My name is Paul Schumacher, and I am the interim priest-in-charge here at 
the Church of The Advent, during this time of transition.   
As we meet today, we remember the Songhees and Esquimalt nations, on whose traditional 
land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their stewardship of the land 
and the water, the plants, and the animals, through the many generations.   
We remember those who have called this place their home in recent years—the community of 
faith known as Church of the Advent.  Together, let us share our hope, our faith, and our joy, in 
signs of welcome.  
 
Welcome: Welcome to this service of worship on this third Sunday in Lent for this church year.  
My name is Paul Schumacher, and I am the interim priest-in-charge here at the Church of The 
Advent, during this time of transition.   
We invite you to come and join our readers, prayer leaders, music director and choir members, 
along with our technical team, as we offer prayer and praise to our God.  Come, come with your 
doubts, your strengths, your weaknesses, and your fears, for God loves us all and all are 
welcome in this space. 
 
Scripture Sentence of the Day:  Scripture shares with us, “God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” 
 
Opening Hymn: CP 576 “For the Healing of the Nations”  
(Text: Fred Kaan {1929-}, alt.© 1968 Hope Publishing Company. Music: Henry Purcell {1659-1695}, O God, thou art 
my God; adapt. The Palmist, 1842.) 

   
For the healing of the nations, God, we pray with one accord, 

  For a just and equal sharing of the things that earth affords. 
  To a life of love in action help us rise and pledge our word. 
 
  Lead us, Father, into freedom from despair your world release, 
  That redeemed from war and hatred, all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness fear will die and hope increase. 
 
All that kills abundant living, let it from the earth be banned, 
Pride of station, race, of schooling, dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice, may we hallow life’s brief span. 
 
You, Creator God, have written your great name on humankind, 
For our growing in your likeness, bringing the life of Christ to mind, 
That by our response and service, earth its destiny may find. 

 
  



Greeting: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
And the love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Act of Praise:  A Prayer (from the Lutheran prayer book) 
Please join me in the spirit of this prayer: 
Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously. Keep us 
steadfast in your covenant of grace and teach us the wisdom that comes only through Jesus 
Christ, Our Saviour and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  Amen.  
  
Collect of the Day:  Father of all mercy, without you we have no power in ourselves to help 
ourselves. When we are discouraged by our weakness, strengthen us to follow Christ, our 
pattern, and our hope, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen. 
 

 
THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  

 
Chat @ the Chancel:  
 
Song: VU 647 “Travel On, Travel On” (Verses 1 & 4) 
(Sydney Carter 1969, Words, and music © 1969, 1991 Stainer and Bell. Used with permission of Hope Publishing 
Company)  

 
Travel on, travel on, there’s a spirit that is flowing, 

 A spirit that is flowing night and day. 
 Travel on, travel on, with the spirit that is flowing, 
 The spirit will be with us all the way. 
 Travel on, travel on, with the river that is flowing, 
 The spirit will be with us all the way. 
 
 In the kingdom of heaven is our end and our beginning, 
 The road that we must travel every day. 
 Travel on, travel on, to the kingdom that is coming, 
 The kingdom will be with us all the way. 
 Travel on, travel on, to the kingdom that is coming, 
 The kingdom will be with us all the way. 
 
 
 



Psalm: 19 (BAS Pg. 725)  
 
1 The heavens declare the glory of God, * and the firmament shows his handiwork. 
 
2 One day tells its tale to another, * and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
 
3 Although they have no words or language, *and their voices are not heard, 
 
4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, *and their message to the ends of the world. 
 
5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; *it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his 
chamber; it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
 
6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it again; * 
nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 
 
7 The law of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; *the testimony of the Lord is sure and 
gives wisdom to the innocent. 
 
8 The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; * the commandment of the Lord is 
clear and gives light to the eyes. 
 
9 The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; * 
the judgements of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, * 
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 
 
11 By them also is your servant enlightened, * and in keeping them there is great reward. 
 
12 Who can tell how often he offends?  cleanse me from my secret faults. 
 
13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; * 
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
 
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, * O 
Lord, my strength, and my redeemer. 
 
Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 1:18-25   
For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 
‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’  
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not 
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not 



know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save 
those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ 
crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s 
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 
For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn of the Day: CP 615 “Just as I Am”  
(Words: Charlotte Elliot {1789-1871}. Music: William Batchelder Bradley {1816-1868}.)  

 
  Just as I am, without one plea, but that thy blood was shed for me, 
  And that thy biddest me to come to thee, O Lamb of God, 
  I come, I come. 
 
  Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
  Yea, all I need, in thee to find, O Lamb of God, 
  I come, I come. 
 
  Just as I am, though tossed about with many a conflict, many a doubt, 
  Fighting and fears within, without, O Lamb of God, 
  I come, I come. 
 
  Just as I am, and waiting not to rid my soul of one dark blot, 
  To thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, O Lamb of God, 
  I come, I come. 
 
  Just as I am, thy love unknown has broken every barrier down 
  Now to be thine, yea, thine alone, O Lamb of God, 
  I come, I come. 
 

Gospel: John 2: 13-22   
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found 
people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. Making 
a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also 



poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. He told those who 
were selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a 
market-place!’ His disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for your house will consume 
me.’ The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can you show us for doing this?’ Jesus answered 
them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’ The Jews then said, ‘This temple 
has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?’ But he 
was speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had 
spoken.  
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon:  Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher 
                                                                                                         
Affirmation of Faith:   
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  
 

Prayers of the People March 7, 2021 
 

Gathering all that commands our prayers, let us intercede with our gracious God.  
I will end each petition with “We pray to you, O Lord” 
Please respond with: “Have mercy, O Lord.” 
 
For the church, that God's commandments may be ever close to us, wonderful to ponder and 
life-giving to keep,  

“We pray to you, O Lord” 
 “Have mercy, O Lord.” 

 
 
 



For our divided and restless world, that those who hold power over others might be 
transformed by the demands of justice.  

“We pray to you, O Lord” 
 “Have mercy, O Lord.” 

 
For the sick in body, mind and spirit, that they may know your power to heal, especially for 
Dianne, Sheila, Barb, and Dimas, for those who care for them, and for those known only to you, 
Dear Lord. For the dying, and for all who have asked for our prayers, that you will cause light to 
shine out of their darkness,  

“We pray to you, O Lord” 
“Lord, have mercy.” 

 
We pray for the quiet repose of the soul of Derek Turner.  May he rest in peace and rise with 
Christ in glory. 

“We pray to you, O Lord” 
“Lord, have mercy.” 

 
We pray for all who mourn loved ones, remembering especially Sharron, Jennifer, Richard, and 
Ann who are left to mourn the death of Derek Turner of this parish. Hold them in the warmth of 
your arms. They do not mourn alone. Give us the strength and courage to help them through 
their time of sorrow.  

“We pray to you, O Lord” 
 “Have mercy, O Lord.” 

 
For this gathered community, that the solemn brightness of Lent may open our eyes to these 
times, their folly and their worth.  

“We pray to you, O Lord” 
 “Have mercy, O Lord.” 

 
Merciful God remember us and all those whom we hold in our hearts. In these forty days teach 
us to do the work of our baptism and so daily to raise to you the needs of the world. Grant this 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
he welcomes sinners and invites them into his grace.  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness.  
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen.  
 



May Almighty God have mercy upon you, forgive you all your sins 
through the grace of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing:  
May the peace of God which passes all understanding,  
Keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge of God, our Creator, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, And the Holy Spirit, our Comforter.   
And may the blessing of the God the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you this day and 
forever more.  Amen. 
 
Shared Ministry: 

 
Commissioning Hymn: CP 578 “O Healing River”  
(Text and music: Fred Hellerman and Fran Minkoff © Appleseed music, Inc.) 

 
 O healing river, send down your waters, 
 Send down your waters upon this land. 
 O healing river, send down your waters,  

And wash the blood from off the sand. 
 
This land is parching, this land is burning, 
No seed is growing in barren ground. 
O healing river, send down your waters, 
O healing river, send your waters down. 
 
 
 



Let the seed of freedom awake and flourish, 
Let the deep roots nourish, let the tall stalks rise. 
O healing river, send down your waters, 
O healing river, from out of the skies. 

  
Commissioning: Loving God grant us the serenity to accept the things we cannot change; the 
courage to change the things we can; and wisdom to know the difference, through the power 
of your Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

TODAY WE PRAY 

Pray for Province de L’Eglise Anglicane Du Congo. 
Pray for Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, Anna our Bishop,  

& Paul our Interim Priest-In-Charge. 
Pray for Christ Church Cathedral, Victoria, & Diocese of Yukon. 

In the Selkirk Region for Regional Corrections. 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 
Today, we remember Dianne, Rick & Barb, Sheila, Alice, Carol Ann,   

Joan, Barb, Azeita, Margaret, Dimas, Garry, Trevor. 
We remember Sharron, Jennifer, Richard, & Ann who mourn the death of Derek Turner. 

We also pray for those we remember in the quiet of our own hearts.   
 
 


