
 
 

Gospel HOPE – TEXT: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20, 29-32 
 
The QUESTION of BODILY RESURRECTION: 1 Corinthians 15:12 
1) Alternate THEOLOGIES of RESURRECTION:  

a) NO (BODILY) LIFE after death (Sadducees – Acts 23:8) 
b) BELIEVERS already have ETERNAL bodies (Heretics-2 Tim. 2:18) 
c) A “SPIRIT ONLY” life after death (Some Corinthian believers – 

despising the created body; over valuing the “soul”) 
2) JESUS’S theology of the RESURRECTION: 

a) Resurrection is both SCRIPTURAL and REAL: Matthew 22:29, 
31–32. See also: Luke 14:14 

b) The HOPE of the RESURRECTION (and its REWARDS) SHOULD 
motivate transformed BEHAVIOR: Luke 14:13–14 

c) Resurrection includes both the WICKED and the JUSTIFIED: 
John 5:28–29. See also: Acts 24:15 

d) For the JUSTIFIED – Resurrection is both ETERNAL and 
DIFFERENT from our current embodied LIFE: Luke 20:35–36 

e) Jesus IS the RESURRECTION’S POWER and HOPE: John 11:24-26 
3) THE Christian THEOLOGY of RESURRECTION 

a) Jesus has been RESURRECTED – Good NEWS: 1 Cor. 15:20 See: 
vs. 4-9; Acts 2:24, 2:31, 3:15, 4:2, 4:33, 5:30, 17:18, 17:31, 23:6 

b) ALL who TRUST in Jesus will be given a RESURRECTED BODY 
upon His RETURN: 1 Corinthians 15:51–52. See also: 1 Cor 6:14 

c) RESURRECTION with JESUS is worth FORSAKING EVERYTHING 
else: Philippians 3:8, 10–11 

 
The NECESSITY of BODILY RESURRECTION: 
1) NO bodily resurrection of OTHERS = NO bodily resurrection of 

JESUS: 1 Corinthians 15:13, 16 

2) NO bodily resurrection of JESUS = empty/useless PREACHING and 
FAITH: 1 Corinthians 15:14 
a) NO bodily resurrection of JESUS = Paul (and all the other 

apostles) are LIARS: 1 Cor. 15:15 See: Acts 2:24, 3:15, 5:30 
b) NO bodily resurrection of JESUS = You BELIEVE a DEAD LIAR:    

1 Corinthians 15:17a 
c) Resurrection = EVERYTHING Jesus SAID IS TRUE: Acts 17:31 

3) NO bodily resurrection of JESUS = NO FORGIVENESS of nor 
FREEDOM from our SINS: 1 Corinthians 15:17 
a) Resurrection = FORGIVENESS and JUSTIFICATION: Rom 4:24–25 
b) Resurrection = FREEDOM and VICTORY: Romans 5:17 

4) NO bodily resurrection of JESUS = all the DEAD have PERISHED: 1 
Corinthians 15:18 
a) Resurrection = Physical death is a TEMPORARY SEPARATION of 

BODY and SPIRIT: 1 Thessalonians 4:14, 16 See: 2 Cor. 4:14 
b) Resurrection = Physical death is BEING IN GOD’S PRESENCE: 

Luke 23:43. See also: John 12:26, 14:2-3; 2 Corinthians 5:6, 8; 
Philippians 1:21, 23; Hebrews 12:22-23; Revelation 6:9 

c) Resurrection = LIFE ETERNAL: John 5:21. See also: John 3:15-16, 
36; 5:24, 26; 6:33, 35, 40, 47-48, 10:10 

5) NO bodily resurrection of JESUS = Christians are PITIABLE:               
1 Corinthians 15:19 
a) NO resurrection = the EPICURIANS / HEDONISTS are right: 1 

Corinthians 15:32b. cf: Is. 22:13. See also: Isaiah 56:12 
b) Resurrection = ACCOUNTABILITY for your life’s STEWARDSHIP: 

Mark 8:36. See also: Luke 12:18-20 
c) Resurrection = Our WORKS HERE MATTER: Revelation 14:13 

See also: Romans 7:4; 1 Corinthians 3:11-15; 15:58 
d) Resurrection = LIFE CHANGING HOPE: 1 Peter 1:3 

6) NO bodily resurrection of JESUS = BAPTISM is MEANINGLESS:         
1 Corinthians 15:29 
• Resurrection = Baptism is a PICTURE of our past, present and 

future REALITY: Romans 6:4 See: Col. 2:12; 1 Peter 3:21-22 
7) NO bodily resurrection of JESUS = Christian SUFFERING for the 

Gospel is PURPOSELESS: 1 Corinthians 15:30-32a. See also: 1 
Corinthians 16:9; Romans 8:36; 2 Corinthians 1:9, 11:23–27 
a) Resurrection = All SUFFERING fulfills God’s good PURPOSES: 

Romans 8:28. See also: Acts 2:23-24; 2 Corinthians 4:16-5:4 
b) Resurrection = FOREVER LOVE: Romans 8:35, 37–39 

 



“Gospel In Life” questions for REFLECTION & APPLICATION 
 

1) BELIEVE: WHAT TRUTHS did God REVEAL to me through His Word 
today about HIM and/or MYSELF? 

 
 
 
 
2) ASSESS: HOW do these truths ENCOURAGE and/or CHALLENGE 

(convict) ME?  
 
 
 
 
3) PROCESS: WHY is this message GOOD NEWS (GOSPEL) to ME today? 

(CONNECT the GOSPEL story to MY present story)  
 
 
 
 
4) CHANGE: WHERE will I APPLY (BELIEVE, REPENT, DO) this message 

in MY own life this week? 
 
 
 
 
5) PROCLAIM: WHO does God want ME to share these truths with? 
 
 
 
 
6) PREPARE for NEXT WEEK: Read 1 Corinthians 15:12-34 


